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Thb poBsibilitj of effectually suppressing 
the Slave Trade is a queation Thich is now 
engaging the serious attention of the Legisla- 
ture, and has been for some time past the 
subject of anxious speculation bj the Public. 

The Author of the following pages has been 
indaced to believe that the revelations con- 
tained in them are additions to the knowledge 
already acquired of this hateful traffic, and 
accordingly he has published them. He baa 
not deemed it neceeaaij to heighten or to 
amend the style in which they were originally 
written, or to withdraw from them their fami- 
liar tone. They were addressed to his father. 
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and were intended for the perusal of his rela- 
tions and Mends. The Pablic, therefore, has 
a sort of guarantee of the Author's good faith, 
and will be inclined, he doubts not, to place 
full reliance on his statements. 



London, 
MiT, 1848. 
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Oh the 9th of December, 1842, we left the 
Mauritios for the Mozamhique Channel, and 
runniDg close round Cape Amber, the north 
end of Madagascar, anchored off St. Gorge's 
Island on the 2l8t, and I was sent on shore in 
the gig to the town (Mozambique), but find- 
ing that the Governor vas away, and the 
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2 ST. AUGUSTINE S BAT. 

season being extremelj' hot (thermometer 
83° on board), we got under weigh the next 
morning, so that I shall reserve my description 
of the place until a subsequent date, -when -we 
saw more of it. Our Christmas was spent at 
sea, and on the 28th we arriyed at St. Augus- 
tine's Bay, near the south end of Madagascar. 
I had been there before in the Jaseur, in 1830, 
and was therefore somewhat prepared to wit- 
ness the scenes wliich took place. 

As soon as the anchor waa let go, the ship 
was surrounded by numbers of canoes with 
from fiye to sis men or women in each, who, 
with their hair tied all over in large knots or 
plaited into imitation tails, have a most gro- 
tesque appearance to the eye of a stranger. 
Some of them are dressed in old shirts or any 
articles of wearing apparel they can get from 
the ships* that call there, but for the most part 
they have merely a long cotton cloth wound 
round their middle, and they are a fine, strong 
and sleek-looking race. There is a strong 
mixture of cunning and ignorance about them, 
and their intercourse with Europeans has cer- 
£ainly not improved their morals; and from 
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NATIVES OF HADAOASCAB. » 

the frequent Tints of American whalers they 
haVe all acquired sufficient broken English to 
carry on a trade, but so interiu^ed with 
swearing and the coarsest language, that one 
soon gets disgoated with them. 
' Otu first visitor was Jim Bravo, a tall strong- 
looking fellow, aboat six feet three inches, to 
whom the possession of an old nniform cap 
imparted an air of authority: he produced 
certificates from an American whaler giving him 
the character of being more honrat than many 
of his conntrymen, and I have since seen him 
on board several merchant-vessels, where, for a 
small present, he purchases all kinds of neces- 
saries for them. The next important character 
was John Qreen, or, as they pronounce it, 
Dungaree, a noisy rascal, whose ugly aad 
wnister countenance was only equalled by his 
cool impndence ;■ — but his dress must first be 
described to enable you to form any adequate 
idea of him, A very old duck irock, and un- 
whieperables of the same material, were be- 
spangled all over with the brass scales of an 
old chin-stay, American naval buttons, and 
dead-^es of various sorts. Under one of a very • 
B 2 
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4 JOHir OBB£N. ■ 

broad pair of dirty cotton braces was an epau- 
lette, which, if one might judge from its colour, 
had once decked the shoulder of a rery old 
luff, serving tmder the star-spangled banner, 
and this was kept in countenance by a super- 
annuated cap, from under which peered a 
restless, roguish-looking eye. In this rig he 
bounced on deck, and disdaining eren to look 
at us poor humble individuals, asked, "Where 
the captain 1" and thrusting out his dirty paw 
to shake him by the hand, commenced an 
almost unintelligible harangue, the burden of 
which was, "John Green very good man — ^purser 
to Prince Green — Captain very good man — 
and suppose he like to make trade, he all the 
same — one fadder, one modder, one brodder, 
sone sister." 

After the men's dinner, I went to the Tent 
Rock to look for water, but found the 
old watercourse dried up, so made sail for 
the Dartmouth river, where on lauding, we 
found Jim Bravo, who conducted ub to the 
village where Prince Willie (a corruption of 
the Prince of Wales) resides, and is the chief 
of this part of Madagascar, not owning the. 
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KINO BABA AND JIU BSATO. 5 

antlioritj of the Queen. We found him holding 
a palarer vith an ambassador Mid his atten- 
dants from King Baba, the chief of a roTiag 
and predatory tribe to the nortbvard, about 
Murderer's Island and its neighbourhood : their 
object vas to form an tdliance, and their mode 
of proceeding was highly picturesque. About a 
hundred men, each armed mth a musket and 
spear, vere seated or rather squatted on their 
haunches in parties of threes, forming a circle 
on one side of -which was the old Prince, 
seated on a mat, blowing a long deliberate 
cloud, and opposite to him a- middle-aged 
man, seated tailor fashion, and holding forth; 
and erery now and then when he paused, the 
elders would put in a word edgeways. Our 
appearance in uniform did not seem to call off 
the attention of one of them, nor did one of 
them moye, mitil Jim Bravo spoke to the 
Prince, who in a polite message to the 
captain, promised him a risit on the morrow. 
He is an old man about eighty ; a few very 
long and straggling grey hairs hang about his 
weatherbeaten countenance, and one of his 
eyes is in such a dreadful state, that it is quite 
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6 liLJXAM BAT. 

horrid to" look at it, and reminds one of a 
yery large bruised bullock's eye covered irith 
flies, and one is glad to get avaj from it; so 
when he came off on the following day, the 
^ptain made him a present of a cartridge of 
povder, and some rum, and sent him on shore 
quite pleased. 

The neit day we made up a party, to go to 
JaUear Bay, a place about fifteen miles to the 
northward inside the reefs; it consisted of 
^olesworth, Alexander, Hill, Denman, and 
piyself, and we called on onr way for the 
piaster of a small Mauritius schooner, from 
^hom Tre purchased beads, looking-glasses, 
^nd iron pots, for barter; and, after a tedious 
passage, anchored in the Bay about a hundred 
yards off shore, and were immediately sur- 
rounded by a swarm of canoes, and found it 
impossible to keep the natives out of the pin- 
pace; and the head man, called Captain Martin, 
young Martin, and young Arabin, seated 
themselves in the stem-sheets, and each being 
anxious to shew how much more fluent he was 
in English than the others, they all spoke to- 
gether so fast that we were half an hour 
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BAftTSa WITH KATIVE8. 7 

making out that they wanted a present before 
they Tonld barter; bo we gave them a look- 
ing-glass and a few strings of beads, and Hill, 
Denman, and m;f«elf, landed in a canoe. 

A few very small tumble-dowtf hnts, cattle- 
pens in the midst of them, vith here and there 
an old stunted tree on a buming-hot sandy 
hillock, form- their village, and miserable and 
desolate did It look. After staring about ns 
for a little time, about a dozen fellowa with 
moskets made their appearance, and I must 
say I looked on them -with much distrust; 
howerer, I put a good face on the matter, 
and after they had rigged an aiming on the 
beach, I squatted down in the midst of them. 
Their great object was to get brandy, which 
I pretended not to understand; however, I 
at last said, putting my finger to my nose, 
"Me understand lee-tle." Thie made them 
all laugh heartily and point to me, as much 
as to say in their own language, "He know 
plenty too much." So I took advantage of 
their good humour, and got them to take us 
off; and not liking their looks, their pressing 
invitations to remain the night, their decided 
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8 SATAQE UAIfNZBS. 

habits of appropriation and ignorance of the 
difference of meum and tuum, and increasing 
clamour for brandy; — the moment I got into 
the boat I vcigbed and made all sail "with a 
fine strong •breeze, and nearly towed them 
all under vater before they would let go, 
'without their having obtained anything but a 
few shells. We migbt, perhaps, by waiting, 
have got bullocks, sheep, goats, or our throats 
cut, as the humour happened to take them. 
For my part, I would not trust them out of 
sight of the ship. 

We were benighted going down, and got 
amongst the breakers; so I bore up and 
anchored off a village about two-thirds of 
the way down, and woiUd not hear of any one 
landing; and such a night we' had of it I 
Some of the party wanted to sleep, others 
would sing, and at last, after spreading the 
sails for an awning, Hill declared that it was 
a dreadful alternative, to be either smothered 
or to Bleep in the open air, and rushed out, 
capsizing all oar arrangements, and lying on 
the top of the covering. I got up to see what 
was the matter, kicked over the master of the 
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ALQOX BAY. 9 

schooner amongst the empty bottles, trod on 
somebody else's leg, and we all burst into a 
roar of laughter, which had barely subsided 
vhm HiU again shifbed his berth, and at last 
found a soft place among the bottles. Wo 
got a few shells iii the morning, and arrived 
on board about nine a.h. 

On January 2nd, 1843, we started for 
Algoa Bay, where we anchored on the 10th, 
and I was sent on shore to the town of Port 
Elizabeth to call on the commandant and 
magistrate. I found the latter, Captain Lloyd, 
a most hospitable person, and, hearing that 
my object was to find a watering-place, be 
provided a horse for me, and sent his son to 
show the road; and after riding along tho 
beach for about a mile, we found a small ' 
stream ; but the landing was so bad, that we 
determined to water from the town by means 
of surf boats ; and, after remaining here four 
days, and laying in a good stock of provisions, 
which are exceedingly good and cheap, left 
foE Quillimane, a Portuguese settlement on 
the east coast of Africa, in 18° south, and the 
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10 QUILLIMANE. 

residence of ail tte agents for the slaye dealers 
at Rio Janeiro. 

On the morning of Sunday, February 5th, 
1843, 1 left for this place in the aecond cutter, 
the ship having anchored tvo days before 
about eight miles off shore. Alexander and 
Wrey accompanied me, and not knowing the 
proper channel or the force of the current, 
I found myself at daylight considerably to 
leevard, and after a long pull succeeded 
in getting through what is called the Boat 
Channel, where I found the ripple so strong 
that I was obliged to put the boat, head to 
sea, and drift in with -the flood. I little 
knew the risk I was running. We found an 
English schooner, called the Trekboer, from 
Algoa Bay, at anchor just inside the Point, 
the captain of which gare us the necessary 
directio;is for going up, and some useful hints 
about getting stock, &c, at the town. 

Keeping close along the south shore to aroid 
the breakers, which extend down the centre of 
the riyer nearly to its mouth, we fired away 
-at the numerous wild fowl and curlew : crane^ 
pelicans, &c., flew screeching orer our heads 
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as if astounded bj the unwonted report of a 
musket. The banks of the river are so low 
that at high water they are flooded, and every 
here and there are creeks running up amongst 
the mangrove bushes, in which we saw several 
lai^ launches which are generally kept in 
readiness to embark slaves. The general aspect 
of the shore is a succession of sandy patches 
and stunted shrubs alternately until about 
eight miles from the entrance, where the man- 
grove bushes grow at the water's edge. In the 
back-ground are low spreading green trees, 
with here and there a tall cocoa-nut tree 
towering above the rest : the shore is strewed 
with lai^ trees, torn up by the roots during 
ike rainy season, when the ireshes rush down 
with resistless fiiry. 

Every now and then we saw some black 
masses, about twenty yards from the shore, 
like logs of wood, -but on approaching them 
found that they were the heads of hippo- 
potami, poking up their noses with a most 
unearthly roar; the temptation was great, and 
we lowered the- sail and pulled in to have a 
sjiot at f^em: I fancy I struck one in the ear, 
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12 TOWN OF QUILLIMANB. 

or somevhere aboilt the head, for it made 
a tremendous plunge and dlred with a roar. 
Some distance up the river we ohserved what 
we took to be white hooses, but found that 
they were pelicans with their winga spread out 
to dry. We met and hailed a canoe paddled 
by six negroes, and as we had just come on 
the coast it was quite a novelty. At first they 
did not like to approach na; but a few friendly 
signs and a little broken Portuguese soon 
brought them to. They were sitting on the 
sharp edge of the canoe, a large tree hollowed 
out, and were all but in a state of nature; we 
gare them some beads and biscuit and received 
in return a few bananas. 

We had by this time got near the town, 
which may easily be distinguished from its 
being in the midst of the only gronp of 
cocoa-nut trees near the bend of the river, 
about fifteen miles from its mouth; and just 
as we had got ready to land, down came one 
of those unexpected tropical showers out of 
a passing cloud, which wet you through whilst 
you aire wondering where it comes from. 
On landinj^ we were carried up a muddy 
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beacli b; blacka; and the one vho made an 
attempt to take me soon found that I v&a 
no feather veight and called another to his 
Msistance. We rewarded them with a few 
beads, and went' to the house of the pilot and 
port-captain, whom we found in hia porch 
smoking with a Mend: he treated us with 
great civility and aqua ardienle, and directed 
us to Seuhor Azredo, the first appearance of 
whose domicile led ns to expect something 
Tery superior, and we were not disappointed, 
for after we had waited a short time, examin- 
ing numerous {actures with which the room 
was hung, in came a middle-aged man with a 
most gentlemanly air, and welcomed us in a 
very cordial manner, and, afler ofTering us a 
glass of good sherry, accompanied us to the 
GoYemor's, as I expressed a wish to pay my 
respects. 

We were received at the entrance of his 
residence by the captain of a Portuguese brig- 
- of-war at anchor off the town. I found he 
was a Frendunau, named Trou; but I shall 
have to speak of him hereafter. The Governor 
made his appearance apparently from dinner, 



, Google 



14 OOTBBNOB OF QUILUUAKB. 

and after the osual compliments on these 
occasions, and lots of bows and grimaces, we 
made oar exits. His name was Don Carlos 
Fernando da Costa, about forty-fiTe years of 
age, and a commander in the Portuguese navy. 
The tide and wind being against us, I yielded 
to the solicitations of our bost to remam 
the night: he made us as much at home as 
possible, and I bad a most interesting conver- 
sation with him, which proved the commence- 
ment of much important and useiiil informa- 
tion; and though my ideas on many of the 
subjects I am about to relate are now much 
altered, I shall transcribe them from the notes 
I took at the time, when fresh from England, 
and greatly struck with the novelty of every 
thing round me. 

It appears that the Governors come out 
here with the avowed purpose of making a 
fortune by conniving at the slave trade and 
other peculations, their salary being only 1,000 
dollars per annum, paid in blue Dungaree. 
Consequently, the good of the colony is very 
far from their thoughts, and when Don Carlos 
.anived, he foimd Atvedo collector of the cos- 
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-toms, whose datj it vas, after the aholition of 
the sUve trade, to seize any Teasels, or their 
cargoes, engaged in that traffic. About that 
time information 'was received of a brig's being 
in the offing ready to take in a cargo of slaves 
from. Point Tangalane, on which Azredo de- 
manded twenty soldiers firom the GoTemor, 
who paid no attention to the request for 
twenty-four hours; consequently the traces 
only were found of the blacks having been 
removed, which was effected most probably 
by the connivance of the Governor, who is 
.said to receive 7,000 dollars from each 
daver, which he shares with the captain of 
the brig. 

From this time an ill-feeling arose between 
the Governor and collector, which was soon 
turned into rancour by the following circum- 
stance. The master of the Trekboer having 
.landed three cheeses, with an order from 
Azvedo, they were seized by the soldiers and 
sold by auction ; and it may be easily conceived 
how bitter they were gainst each otiier when, 
in endeavooring to outbid, one cheese sold for 
eighteen dollars, and the others for dxteen and 



■, Google 



16 slavers' signals. 

thirteen, and were broken up and glyen to the 
dogs. Thence ensued a paper war, which 
ended in the dismissal of Azvcdo, who pro- 
fessed himself extremely anxious to gice every 
information tending to the capture of slavers; 
and he assured me that if we remained off 
Quillimane for twenty-one days, our time 
would not be lost, as four or five vessels were 
expected from Rio, and that one ship had 
abeady been off and made her signal. In cor- 
roboration of this there was a great collection 
of slaves in chains in the town, and Flavell, 
our coxswain, who spoke a little Portuguese, 
learnt that they were expecting a vessel daily. 

The slavers do not generally enter the river, 
but make a private signal, which their agents 
answer on shore, and the slaves are sent out 
in the launches we observed iu the creeks. 
I heard that from twelve to fourteen had gone 
off to Bio in the previous six months, hut 
I much doubt there having been so many. 

About six o'clock we sat down to a sump* 
tuous dinner, well served and capitally cooked; 
not a bad thing after a hard day's cruise. The 
attendance was good and highly picturesque, 
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the blacks standing behind each chair like 
ebonj statuea, their arms folded and their eyes 
fixed on their temporary master's plate, which 
disappeared in a twipkling when empty. Man- 
goes, pine-apples, bananas, cocoa-nut in the 
shape of an excellent sweet-meat, and preserves, 
formed the dessert; and after our worthy host 
had proposed the healths of Captain Wyrill and 
absent friends, we quitted the table, and the 
boat's crew toot our places, aiid got such a 
blow-out as they didn't expect, and were most 
probably the first of their families who had 
evwused silver-handled knives and forks. 

The men slept in the boat, and we remained 
on shore; but the oppressive heat, musqui- 
toes, over-fatigue, and anxiety, banished sleep 
from my eyes, although Alexander and Wrey 
snored away all night. In addition, thei'e 
was one continued roar and flash of thunder 
and lightning, which ^dei about six in the 
morning with torrents of rain and an awful 
thundersquall. . 

I was greatly puzzled how to return all 
the hospitality and handsome conduct of our 
host, who *ould not allow me to pay for any 
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tiling. All -was un petit cadeau, and he loaded 
us with bananas, pine-apples, mangoes, &c.; and 
on an old fellow's trying to impose on us, he 
kicked him out of the house, and had all the 
ducks and chickens in his own yard caught and 
put into the boat, accompanying us to the 
beach, and wavii^ his hand aa long as we 
were in sight. 

Whilst at his house we had a visit from 
upwards of a dozen Banyans, who came to 
find out if there was any news, or in other 
words, if any prizes had been taken: their 
vessel had been taken by the Curlew, and con^ 
demned for having a quantity of rice not in 
their manifest. They dress in the Arab style, 
and are the Jews of this country: their history 
I will give in a future page. 

There were not more than twenty-four^uro- 
peans in the town, and the number of troops 
for the districts of QuiiJimane, Senna, and Tete, 
were 340, consisting of convicts, mulattos, and 
blacks, miserably clad and worse fed. The 
blacks were compnted at 3,000,000. 

On arriving on board on Monday, February 
the 6th, and giving the above information, the 
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captain determined to croise in the neigbbonr- 
hood for some time ; and on the IGih. 1 vas 
again sent up to the tovn in the barge, taking 
the dingy with me, and accompanied by the 
RcT. P. a Hill and Denman. We had a 
famous nm up of tvo bouis and a half, and 
were received by Senhor Azredo in the aame 
friendly manner, and remained on shore during 
the next day, vbicb gave ub an opportunity 
,of exploring. Erery thing appeared to denote 
the unavoidable existence of fever. and disease: 
the swampy rice-grounds surround the town for 
miles and miles, with creeks running through 
them full of mud and slime, exposed at low 
■water to the rays of a scorching tropical sun. 
-Having been ordered not to sleep on shore, I 
covered in the boat well with the sails; but 
the dew was so heavy that two parts of new 
canvas were wet through and all but dripping; 
:and in the morning, after a broken night'^ 
rest, we got on shore and took a good stretch 
out amongst high rank grass and anything but 
terra firma, the musquitoes swarming in sw^ 
myriads that we were literally covered and 
driven half crazy. We laid in a good stock . of 
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fowls, pigs, fruit, &c. Our wortlij host still 
refusing payment we sent him a handsome 
present from the anchorage. 

Some of the aistoms of the slates are inte- 
resting, amongst others that of wearing ban- 
gles or soUd brass rings, reaching from the 
ancle to the knee, gradually increasing in size: 
they are a .great mark of distinction amongst 
them, and are worn by the women in charge 
of the white children, and the girls who act 
as ladies' maids. Nothing can degrade them 
more than depriving them of these ornaments, 
and a woman who would not wince at the lash 
would weep bitterly if her bangles were taken 
from her, notwithstanding they are eo heavy 
that they oft^n lacerate the foot, and make 
them look most awkward when walking. 
Their mode of salutation is curious: they first 
stand quite upright with their heels together, 
and then make an inclination by bending the 
knees and clapping their hands twice. 

Amongst the slave population the women 
work as hard as the men, and are punished in 
the same brutal manner. I saw several women, 
all bnt in a state of nudity, stnuig together 
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-ffitli heaTj chaina' supported b^ an iron ring 
round the throat, and dig^ng up the ground 
with hoes. This I was told waa for stealing 
rice ; but whatever the crime, it was a most 
hontd and degrading sight to an Englishman. 
Some of the men are very intelligent and work 
' in gold, silver, and iron, with tools and appara- 
tus of the most primitive description : the bel- 
lows are made of deer-skins with two pieces of 
bamboo at the mouth, which is opened and 
closed with the finger and thumb as it is moved 
up or pressed down, one being in each hand, and 
the ' nozles being introduced into a piece of 
brick -work on the ground communicating by two 
holes with a charcoal fire. The blacksmith sits 
. on his haunches, and for an anvil generally has 
a pig of ballast : with these rough implements 
they make even pintles and gudgeons for large 
vessels, hinges for doors, slave shackles, and 
chains. The workers in gold use a blow- 
pipe, and draw the wire through a bit of lead 
bored with holes gradually diminishing in size, 
and I have seen some very handsome orna- 
ments made by them. 

In working down the river with a foul wind 
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we saw, for the first time, a huge hippopota- 
mus quite out of the water running at a smart 
trot along a sand-bank. . Hill fired' at him, 
and he immediately plunged into the water 
and appeared inclined to become better ac- 
quainted with us; but haying heard stories of 
their biting pieces out of boats, we got out o£ 
the waj as quicklj as possible, bat bood after 
grounded on a sand-bank and remained there 
a whole tide; and after a fruitless attempt to 
get out against the flood we had to anchor until 
the ebb made, when I stood out and burnt a 
blueUght. The night being pitch dark, and the 
ship answering it, I got on board at nine 
o'clock, but exceptmg in a case of great neces- 
sity I woiild never run so great a risk again. 
At that time, howerer, I had no dearbought 
experience. 

On the 2l8t, we found twenty-five tons of 
water brackish, and stood across to St. Angus- 
tine's Bay, and I was sent on shore to superin- 
tend the watering party. Pitching a tent under 
a tamarind-tree on a patch of sand between 
two branches of the river and about three- 
quarters of a mile from the Bay, and to fadli- 
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tate the ascent of tlie boats against the 
freshes, hawsers ■were laid down for upwards of 
half a mile with a nun haoj at the end. I 
had scarcely got my tent ail right, when cauoes 
came from all directions to barter sheep, kids, 
fowls, and vegetables for beads, looking-glasseei, 
and powder, and I soon found that I had a 
knowing aud grasping set to deal with. The 
next morning I found some of my new friends 
waiting for me with milk, which they presented 
very civilly, and I as gratefolly received ; bat 
they were not long in showing me that " no- 
thing for nothing" was their creed, and I was 
literally thronged by as importunate and per- 
severing be^ars as can be well imagined. Their 
ay was "Give beady to piccineene, Lcetenanl^ 
you good friendy to me. I give you millik and 
ebery ting ; oh Leetenant, yon bigger man, all 
the same as Captain, spose you give me 
clouty; you my fadder, my modder, my brodder, 
my sister." All this was amusing enough for a 
short time, and I made them dance and sing, 
bought their mats and spears and fed them 
with biscuit, but I invariably found that they 
were dissatisfied at not getting more, and at 
last they became very tiresome. 
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Od the third day I vitnessed certainly a 
most novel sight, viz., a whole village of 
men, ■women, and children, swimming* across 
a branch of the river. With one hand they 
held their clothes above their heads, and 
sometimes a young infant, and on arriving on 
the opposite side deposited them on the bank 
and swam about like water-dogs, making a veiy 
loud noise in concert with the hollow of their 
hands. Soon after they ^1 came on shore, com- 
pleting their toilet in about a second, and their 
skins being well oiled, they made their appear- 
ance in the tent as dry as possible. Several of 
the women were very good-looking, and soon 
got on very free and easy terms with me, for if 
I laid down to take a nap, I was sure to find, 
when I awoke, that two or three of them had- 
made a pillow of me, which with their greasy 
and populous heads was anything but agreeable; 
and I made all the rest dreadfully jealous and 
clamorous by rigging up the head of a young 
girl with narrow white tape, a pair of earrings, 
and a necklace of beads, which with a fathom 
of clouty set her ofi" to great advantage. I 
christened her " Friendly," and she used always 
afterwards to bring me milk. 
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The day before our departure from St 
Augustine's Bay, thej shoved their pilfering 
propensities by taking the copper forelocks of 
the gun-carriages and screws of the tangent- 
sights, and in the end walked off with the nun 
buoy which we had used for watering. Alex- 
ander and I tried very bard to bargain for 
some bullocks, bat they wanted ten dolliOB for 
them, which we considered an exorbitant price, 
and offered eight, but they wouldn't come to 
terms, and as they began to collect in large 
numbers, well armed, and to cast a very wistful 
eye on the dollar bag, I parted company with 
them as fast as possible. The shells hero are 
numerous but not rare, and they barter them 
for empty bottles, beads, and anchor buttons, 
and they are so cunning that they never show 
all the good ones at once, but produce them 
one by one from the folds of their clouty. I 
learnt their numbers as far as ten; they are as 
follows : — 

12345 S7 8 9 10 

Eaaw Roaa Tela ESt. Lima Eona FeeU VuU Then Fonla 

We left them on March 4th, and crossed to 
Natal, where we arriyed on the 12tfa. 
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Port Natal ia in latitude 29° 53', S., and 
longitode 30° 57', E. ; tlie anchorage is about 
a nule from the shore, in ten fathoms, and ex- 
tremely dangerous, being quite open to the south- 
eaat, and the entrance over the bar is not safe 
abore twelre times in a month, and cannot at 
any time be depended on for t-wo hours. The 
day we arriTed I vas sent on shore in the 
cutter with the purser, a heavy ground svell 
setting in from seavard directly on the bar, 
and had I not obserred a boat belonging to 
^h& Fairn, inside the breakers, looking out for 
us, I should not hare attempted the passage. 
As it was, I made a dash for it, but the boat's 
crew being unaccustomed to a surf, were taken 
by surprise, and could not attend to my orders. 
We consequently broached-to, lost two oars, 
and nearly tore off the gunnel : we obserred a 
large shark following us the whole way, and 
I was joking the purser, telling him that it 
was looking out for him, little thinking how 
soon one of us might have made a meal for 
him. 

On landing, we were receiyed by Ijieut. 
Nourse, of the Fawn, Oapt. Dumford, com- 
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mandiag the Pointy aiid several officen from the 
Camp, all quite delighted at seeing a new face 
or two, and as the boat was to remain all nighty 
a ride to the Gamp was proposed, aad after 
being pent np in a ship so long, a good gallop 
was delightfial. The road had been cat through 
the woods, and we soon arrived at the spot which 
will- be ever memorable for the gallant defence 
of Cf4>tain, now Major Smltii, and about fifty 
men, who intrenched tiiemselves behind wagons, 
and held out for twentj-siz dajs against 2,400 
Boers, well UTned, and assisted bj three pieces 
of artUIerj in commanding positions. Against 
thia overwhelming force they protected them- 
selves by heaping sand between the wheels of 
their wagons, whidi enclosed tiieir tents ; 
these were perfecUy riddled, and their owners 
saw their httle all destroyed from the 
trenches ; and at last, after having been three 
days on a reduced allowance of horse-flesh, 
they were reheved by the Southampton, 
whose shells soon drove the enemy from the 
Point. 

When we were there, the force was 312 men 
and (^cers: 100 remain at the Point, the rest 
2 
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at the Camp, vhich is about one and a-half 
mile distant, and has now assumed the ap- 
pearance of a regular fortification, built with 
turf, and loopholed, with here and there a 
battery of field-pieces and howitzers'. Major 
Smith received ns kindly, and gave as some 
idea of the Boers, vho seem to be a most 
ignorant race of men, and are in daily expec- 
tation of receiving assistance from Holland. 
They believe that the story of a war with 
China, has been got up by the English to in- 
timidate them, and make themselves appear a 
great nation. 

After being most hospitably entertained at 

the messes, we, the next day, sent off bullocks 

and all kinds of stores for a long cruise. The 

Oaffres come in daily and hold a market, 

^bringing pumpkins, vegetables, poultry, and 

.^native curiosities, whidi they barter for mere 

>^i)rifles, their wants being but few, and a few 

; strips of tiger-skin furnishing them with a full 

•dress. 

The bar of Natal is extremely dangerous 
and treacherous, frequently becoming furious 
quite unexpectedly, a large wall of surf rearing 
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its crest, and towering abore the boat without 
the least warning, and now that the Fawn is 
paid off, whose oEBcers were always on the qui 
Vive in case of accidents, the danger of crossing 
will be increased tenfold. 
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DAKCE OP THKXS KISOS— VTaiT PBOM OKE. — THB BLIHD 
HINSTREL.-^IHASING A SLATKR.— FIFTT SATS OK 
BOARD A SLATEB.— THB SLATE STeTBH.— THB PRO> 
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TEUBAH.— THE FA88AOB OP THB BRBAKSBS. — ^A SLATE 
BHIP CONSBMMBD. — A MIBBAP. — ARRIVAL OF THB 
GOTEKNOR-OKMBRAL. — HIS WISH TO SUFFRBS6 TBS 
8LATB TRADE, — ACCIDENT TO AN ARTILLERYMAN,— 
THB RIGHT OP BBARCH.-^THB LILY. — AZTEDO AQAIN. 
^A PILOT DROWNED. 

On tiie 23rd of March, 1843, 1 made my 
third trip to Quillimane mth the purser, and 
finding that oxa friend Azredo vas from home, 
we were rather puzzled what to do ; but I went 
to look for our old friend the pilot, whom we 
found smoking in the porch of Senhor Mor- 
gado's, who kindly inrited us to dinner, and 
shortly after we had sat down I was agreeably 
surprised by the appearance of Senhor Azvedo, 
who had heard of our furiral, and came imme- 
diately to see us. In the erening we had a 
long conTersation, and I learnt that daring 
. our absence the Lily had taken two Brazilian 
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buques, and driren a schooner on shore, and 
that there were two others expected in the 
course of three weeks, ooe emptj, and the 
other with a full cai^o; and the people of 
Qnillimane were bo incensed against Azredt^ 
whom they suspected of giTiiig me infonaation, 
that he was oUiged to keep an armed force in 
his house ererj night. 

In the erening we adjourned to our old quar- 
ters, and were hi^jintereeted and amused with 
a natire dance, the principal performers being 
three kings who had come from the interior to 
trade. Their sable majesties wesce distinguished 
from their followers hy a great number of ban- 
gles made from the hippopotamus' hid^ reaching 
from the wrist to six inches abore the elbow, and 
thej each drank a tombler of agtia ardteaie, 
as if it had been water. The dance commenced 
with sundry uncouth gestures, asxA twisting of 
body and limbs in slow time, gradually increas- 
ing in energy until the excitement was at the 
highest pitch; and they at last took a round 
turn and fell ba<^ exhausted amongst the sur- 
rounding crowd, who kept constantly clapping 
their hands, and joined in a monotonous chorus 
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their bodiea bent forward and eyes glistening 
with delight, giving every now and then a 
scream of encouragement to the dancer. 

Tn the course of the evening, the masters of 
two American brigs came in, and I found that 
their names were the Anna and Kentucky: 
they were loading with mud for ballast, and 
they were anxious that I should look at them ; 
however, I learnt quite sufficient to feel certain 
that, had not the coast been well guarded, 
they would have delivered one of them over 
for slaves — in fact, the master of the Anna 
told me that propositions had been made to 
him. 

I slept on board the Anna that night, 
mooring my boat astern, and little thought 
that I should ever command her as a prize. 
In the morning I had, whilst at Azvedo's, a 
visit from one of the kings, to whom I pre- 
sented one of the buttons of my jacket, which 
has now the honou]^ of being hung to one of 
his majesty's ear-rings. 

We had a specimen of the barbarous music 
of the country from a travelling blind man, 
who had his eyes put out in his own country 
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for winking them at one of his king's Tiyes, 
and afterwards fled to the Portuguese posses- 
sions, where he lives hj going from door to 
door with a companion, who commences bj 
shaking a calabash full of pease in measured 
. time. This was ttdten up bj the blind man, 
whose voice gradually rose to a tremendous 
pitch, when he appeared much excited, and 
applying a ram's, or rather a mero's horn, with 
a square hole in it, to his mouth, produced 
the most unearthly sound I ever heard. The 
burden of the song seemed to be, " Hoy yoy 
hoy;" a blow of the horn, "Goulah." He 
was clothed with the skin of some animal, 
and, with his sightless sockets, looked a most 
miserable object. 

I found three of my boat's crew had gone 
off during the night, taking a musket and 
ammimition with them. I immediately ap- 
pUed to Azredo, who sent twenty of his 
blacks in chase, and I followed in a machila — 
a cot slung under a large bamboo covered with 
zebra skins, and carried by four men— who 
rattled me along at a smart trot, and seemed 
highly amused at my fancying they were tired 
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after canyiDg me Wo miles and offering to 
get out to vsik. My three men were fonnd 
onder a tree about four mil^ from Qoillimane; 
and a mercy indeed it vas that they escaped 
with their liyes, aa, the very night before, a 
negro, a negress, and a dog, were carried off 
by the tigers, not very far from the spot where 
it appears they had slept. 

I left on the 25th, but did not reach the 
Bbip for twenty-six hours, the current running 
BO strong to the northward that I was obliged 
to anchor, and wait for the ship to drop down 
tome. Between this and the SIstitblew a 
gale, and the boats were not able to leaTe; 
but on that day I was ordered to take the 
barge and pinnace up for wood, and, when on 
the point of dioying off, a sail was observed 
in the offing and I was directed to cut her off 
if possible. In about an hour I caught sight 
of .her top-gallant sail, and with oars and sails 
chased her for six hours, beating a whale-boat 
belonging to the Portuguese brig in fine style, 
when night hid her from our sight, and I stood 
hack in quest of the pinnace ; but not finding 
her, I bore up for the ship, then under all sail 
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in chase. When within half a mile of her, Z 
shewed a lights and ohserred the ship imme- 
diately heare in Btays, and I fancied I was Been, 
until I found her bearing doirn upon mo ; and 
before aaytfaiiig coiild be done, our sails were 
becalmed, and the boat was under the bowa. 
FroTidentiall7,the;had thrown all aback, and 
deadened the ship's va.j. Still I had ordered 
ererf man to look out for a rope, and get on 
board in the event of the boat's filling, and I 
found myself with Hill very aflectionately em- 
bracing the figure-head; but he noTer tiieb, or 
GTer afterwards, hinted that he thought my 
conduct incautious or at tdl blameaUe, until I 
saw my character reflected on in the pamphlet 
entitled, "Fifty Days on board a Slarer." 
Much he knew about it! Fortunately, the 
boat escf^ted with the loss of her mainyard; 
and after ascertaining the bei^ing of the rirer, 
which was west by north twenty miles, I 
started aftesh, uid in four hours anchored in 
. two and a half fathoms close to the shor^ and 
in the morning was much relieTod at seeing 
the pinnace not far firom me. 

We soon worked up to the bar, and got 
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on board H.M.F.M. brig, Gentil Liberador, 
commanded by Trou, a Frenchman, who gave 
us a good breakfast, and fished my main- 
yard, vhen I proceeded to Quillimane, and 
loaded with wood ready to start the next 
morning, which I di4 about seven am., and 
fonnd all the requisites for a good break&at 
in the boat, sent by Azvedo. 

We had some difficulty in crossing the 
bar, but reached the ship at two p.m.. 
when I was ordered to prepare to take charge 
of the barge and cutter, with a fortnight's 
provisions, to cruise ofiF the river, whilst the 
ship went to the northward in search of the 
brigantine we had chased. At sunset I left 
the ship, Mr. Thomas (mid.) having chai^ of 
the cutter, and anchored about 10 p.m. outside 
the bar, and spread the rain awnings. 

I obBcrved a sail at daylight, and after 
making sail in chase, and preparing the arms, 
found it to be my old friend Trou in the 
Gentil coming out of the river. The next day 
I paid him a visit, and found that he had 
written a note inviting me and my oiBcers to 
dine with him, as it was the Queen of Poitu- 



N Google 



THE SLAVK BTSTBM. 37 

gal's birthdaj. He reoeired ns on deck, tiad 
had a verj nice cool place rigged up with 
national flags ; and of conrse we were bonnd 
to show how much we felt his hospitality ; and 
after drinking suudrj complimentary toasts, we 
ended, as is the Fortnguese costom, bj drink- 
ing the Qaeen's health. Tho next day I ex- 
amined his charts with him, and gained all 
the information I could respecting the slave 
trade. 

It appears, that any number of slarea may 
be obtained and shipped from QuilUmane 
itself at a few hours' notice, and that the 
GoTemors hare been in the habit of receiving 
£xed bribes from Ijie slave dealers, whose 
launches are always ready to start the moment 
a ship makes her private signal. ' There are 
baracoons at the different rivers to the north- 
ward and southward of QuiUimane, from 
Quiznngo, inside Fogo Island, down to Luabo, 
the last of the months of the Zambesi : the 
Banyans are also carrymg on the tralBc from 
point to point. I continued outside the bar 
cruising with the brig, generally standing oflf 
about thirty miles and returning in the even- 
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in^ for I foond the weather so fine that I 
waa glad to escape the miasma and mosquitoes 
winch, abound in the riv^. 

On the 9th, I stood out and retomed with the 
brig as usual, but missed her after she had 
auchored; and the current was numiBg so strong 
that the boat could not pnll up, so I had to 
anchor in shore considerably to leeward of the 
flag-«taff, and from this time our troubles 
commenced. In the morning at daylight I 
stood to sea ready for the sea breeze, and when 
I fencied myself well to windward, tacked and 
stood in shore, and found that a day's work put 
me twenty milra to windward, so that, when I 
made the land, I ran for a point rery much like 
the one at ^e entrance of the rirer, and did 
not find out my mistake nntil upwards of 
twenty miles to leeward, with only one breaker 
oS water and a prospect of being three or fi)ur 
days getting back against the current which 
had already drifted na so far in a short time. 
All that night I was on the alert, taking adran- 
tage of every little flaw of wind <^ the land, 
and pulling occasionally ; by this means t gained 
about eight miles, and at daylight could joat see 
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the point I so much vished to gain; but the 
frind came strong against me, and I did not 
make a mile in four hours; and the ireather 
looking threatening, I anchored and spread the 
sails to catch rain, but got very little. Hovercr 
it brought a hit 'wind vith it, and at night ve 
found ourselrea in emooth vater off the flag- 
staff, and anchored in six fothoms; served out 
a reduced allowance of gn^ vith the last of 
our water, and made all enngforaqniet ni^t; 
but after being asleep about an honr, I was 
roused hj the disagreeable intelligence that the 
cutter astern of me had been neaily swamped, 
and that we had drifted into two and a-balf 
fathoms amongst the breakers. 

The danger was most imminent, and we 
lost no time in getting the boafs head to 
sea und^ the oars, which the men fagged at 
incessantly for fire hours, not making an inch 
head-way. All this time the rain was lashing 
down in torrents, blinding eYerybody and ren- 
dering it quite impossible to giTe the neces- 
sary orders to keep the boat's end on ; 
consequently we shipped some very heaTj 
seas, and Thomas and myself had quite as 
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mudi as we could manage to keep the water 
under with two large buckets. Fortunately, the 
current drifted us a little off as well as along 
the land, and we anchored on the edge of the 
breakers until a breeze sprang up and enabled 
us to put to sea, thankfid for our narrow 
escape. Lnckilj, our clothes had been kept dry 
under the tarpaulings, and I made all hands 
shift and gave them some spirits, and just as I 
was standing into the rirer I saw the ship, and 
right glad was I to get on board. 

I found that the ship had taken the brigan- 
tine : she was called the Frogresso, and had 
four hundred and fifty slaves on board, shipped 
at Quizungo, after we had chased her. She gave 
them a seren hours' run and did not heare to 
until the musketry reached her sails. This good 
news was counterbalanced by the death of our 
poor old purser, Mitchell, who had his nerroos 
system so worked upon by the accident at Na- 
tal, and our subsequent cruises, that he fretted 
himself to death without any apparent bodily 
disease ; for he came down in the gun-room, put 
his head between his hands, and made up his 
mind to die. The Captain took him into his 
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cabiu, and every thing was done for him, bat 
he refused all consolation, and got out of his 
cot by himself the very day he died. Shortly 
after his death a small vhite bird vm seen 
perched on the cot just over the head of the 
body, which gave rise to numerous speculations 
among the superstitious. 

A day or two afterwards we fell in with 
the Progresso, and I accompanied Dr. Kittle 
on board to pick out fifty of the most healthy 
boys to take to the ship, that the others 
mi^t have more room, and Uie scene oa 
board beggars all desoiption. On the day 
she was captured the slares broke adrift, 
broke open the casks of aqua ardtente, which 
some of them drank ia large quantities: others 
took salt water, salt beef, and pork, and 
raw fowls, in consequence of which fifty died 
the first night, which unfortunately was squally; 
and to save the vefflel the poor wretchea were 
obliged to be kept below, or run the risk of 
being washed overboard. Previous to this, how- 
ever, many of the dead bodies were seen on 
the slave-deck by our men who went down for 
water, and others were in such a state from 
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tiieir excesses, that in all probabilitj the mor- 
talitj vonld hare beea nearlj as great, even had 
thej not been kept belov. 

We sav sereral poor sicklj Bretons lying 
on the deck, evidently dying and mnch dis^ 
figured by having been trodden on or cnuihed 
nndemeath the others: they could jmt gaap, 
and now and then open their lipa whilst an 
orange waa squeezed on them. The others 
were all covered with craw-crawa and itch, 
and were Bcratching lai^ sores all over them 
and howling like maniacs for water. I went 
on the slave^eck, and half the blacks were 
l^en on it, who gave their sign of welonne 
by dapping their hands in concert. Poor 
Alexander, who had charge of her, looked 
dreadfoUy fagged, and calling me on one nde 
aai^ me to apeak to Mr. Hill, who had been 
allowed by the Oaptain to take a passage in 
her, and beg him not to interfere with the duty 
of the vessel as he had done, for the men were 
getting dissatisfied at being spoken to by a 
dvilian; and if he persisted in going on in the 
same way, it wonld be necessary to make a re- 
peat of it to Captain Wyvill and have him 
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remoTed. I accordin^j pointed out to him 
in the stroi^est manner I could, hov much 
he Tonid add to Alexander's anjaety, and 
That unpleasant feelings he iroold ^ve rise 
to, if he in any way interfered witii his 
orders. 

After this, I Vaa on board once or twice, * 
and eTerythiog appeared to go on more 
smoothly; but subsequent events, and the 
appearance of " Fifty Days on board a 
Slaver," showed how unfortunate it waa that 
a man should h&Te been allowed to remain 
to produce a statement, whidi, though tnie 
as far as it went, left much to be understood 
or imagined, and which tended to throw a 
dnr on the character of an active and deaenr- 
ing officer, who neariy fell a victim to his 
anxiety and exertions. 

The slare-ded: measured forty-edx feet lon^ 
twenty-five feet wide, and three feet, six inches 
high. Of the fifty that we took on board, forty- 
nine arrived safely at the Cape, one having 
&llen into a tub during the night, and being 
too weak to crawl out, was smothered. We 
managed to clothe them all, cutting up table- 
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covers, old green baize, and each contributing 
sometbing. Tbey ■were numbered and divided 
into two gangs, and a captain cbosen , from 
among them for each gang. Tbey were made 
to run round the decks, for they were so 
pinched vitb the cold, that bad it not been 
for exercise tbey Tould have doubled up like 
bootjacks and died. 

On our -way to the Cape Tve touched at 
Algoa Bay, and arrived at Simon's Bay, on 
May 5tb; and although -we did not sail until 
the 26tb, the prize bad not then arrived, and 
we were in a great state of anxiety about her 
for many montiiB. On our waly back to our 
'cruising ground, we called at Natal with the 
Hon. Henry Oloete, Commissioner, and took 
in bullocks, &c. ; but the bar became suddenly 
so rough that the galley was detained inside 
three days, and was then got off with much 
difficulty. 

On June 15th, 1843, we anchored off Qml- 
limane in company with H. M. brig, Lily, and 
I was sent to the town in the pinnace. Moles- 
worth accompanying me. We were received on 
landing by my old friend Azvedo, who seemed 
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quite delighted to see tiB, and told me that 
soOQ after ova departure, the place had be- 
come very sickly and a very large proportion 
of the inhabitants had died. 

On waiting on the Qovemor, I found that 
he was conralescent, although he Btill looked 
very ill. I had to offer aome explanation 
respecting an afiair which the Lily had had 
with the Portuguese brig of war. It ap- 
pears that the former drove a brigantine 
on shore, but a fast pulHng whale-boat 
of the latter boarded her afterwards and 
took possession before the Lily's boats, which 
were sent the next day and which set fire 
to the vessel, and took out her mainmast. 
This was construed into invading the Portu- 
gue^ territory, and was a fine opportunity to 
talk of wounded honour, &c. However, he gra- 
dually sobered down, and at last declared that 
he should be glad to abide by the admiral's 
decision ; and all our fine speeches being ex- 
hausted, I was glad to escape to my old 
quarters, having a splitting headache from 
exposure to the sun all day. 

Azvedo seemed much gratified at some 
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presents -wliich I preaeuted to him from 
the captain and officers ; amongst others 
-was an immense romtd of fr^h bee^ which, 
for conTalescenta, they managed to conrert 
into Taniahing fractions in an astonishingly 
short time. Two of the guests were recog- 
nized by MolesworUi as haring beea in his 
chaige as prisoners on board the receiving 
ship at Rio; and one of them told us that he 
had made nine clear voyages with slaTes, and 
been taken the tenth. His name is Velozo, and 
he was married a week after this to a cbamois- 
leather-coleored lady, with an immense pro- 
perty in slaves and the beat house at Quilli- 
mane, where I have since met with great 
hospitality and kindness. 

On strolling out in the morning, our eyes 
met certainly a most wi-English si^t. From 
two to three hundred negresses with hoes - 
were making a wide road from a large house 
to the church for the funeral procession of the 
mother of SenhtH- Isidore, the collector of 
customs, who had died in the night, and 
whose slaves they were. At four in the after- 
lUMu all the gentlemen in the place assembled 
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at Azredo'a, dressed in black, and ■went in a 
bod^ to the house of the deceased. We took 
Qp oar Btation opposite the entrance of the 
church, and had a famous Tier of the vhole 
affair. First came a stuidj bhick, bearing a 
large blue comet -with a -white cross on a Trary 
long pole; it iraa kept horizontal by two 
blacks, who held each a brac^ another going 
before ringing a bell : next came a silrer 
cmcifiz, then followed the priest and his 
attendants, chanting a monotonons-sonnding 
death-song immediatelj before the coffin, 
which was followed by the moamers, the 
QoTemor in full uniform and his secretary 
being the chief. On entering the church, the 
body was placed on a raised platform sur- 
rounded by tall candles and lai^ puis of 
incense, and to each of the procession was 
^ren about a yard and a-half of wax candle. 
The priest then commenced to chant the 
funeral serrice in unintelligible Latin, and at 
last made such a horrid squalling, that some 
of the principal performers laughed outrii^t 
With the exception of this, the whole thing 
was decaiUy conducted, and the serrice being 
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ended, the troops were drawn up, and fired 
three volleys. This is the first and only 
time I ever heard of a woman being buried 
with military honoars. The following day we 
returned to the ship, blazing away at numbers 
of hippopotami on the way down ; but their 
skin is impenetrable to lead, and the blacks 
kill them with about an inch of iron bar. ■ 

On the 26th of June I boarded the United 
States' brig ChipoH, bought at Rio, and sent 
with the officers and part of the crew of the 
United States' corvette Concorde, which had 
been wrecked on the bar of the River Macuz^, 
twenty-three miles to the northward of Qoilli- 
mane, to recover and dispose of her stores. 
On the 30th, thinking that the brig might 
bring some news from Rio, I was sent up in the 
barge, taking with me Baron Lehenson, Jago, 
and Bt^ley (midshipmen) to shew them the 
town, I went on board ihe brig on my way 
up, and was agreeably surprised at finding 
Azvedo on board, who, with Dr. Tuckerman, 
took a passage In the barge after we had 
received much civility from the American 
officers, who insisted on our taking a glass of 
champagne with them. 
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.The following day I -was requested to 
act as interpreter between the GoTemor and 
Lieutenant Qardner, commanding the Chipoli, 
who had been sent by the American com- 
modore at Rio to recOTer what he could of 
the Ooncorde'B stores, all idea of recorering 
the ship having been giren up. An account 
of her loss may not be uninteresting. Her 
Captain had received information that there 
were two American brigs at Quillimane en- 
gaged in the slave trade, and having no 
chart of the coast, was running it down 
with a fine fair wind and smooth water. 
As he approached the land, the water became 
discoloured, and the officer of the watch sent 
several messages to the captain, saying that he 
considered the ship was running into danger. 
He was, however, disregarded, and not even a 
leadsman was ordered into the chains, and the 
captain had just mounted the poop, and desired 
them to try for soundings, when she struck. 
Unfortunately it was the top of high water, 
and the moment the ebb made, a tremendous 
sea got up, and she bumped so heavily, that 
her guns were obliged to be thrown overboard. 
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For four dajs she tried her etrength to the 
utmost, and her Bolid fitted-iu timbers alone 
aared her, the tide leaving her in two feet at 
low water. At last they managed to force her 
over the bar uuder the foresail,^ with the loss 
of seTenteen feet of her main-keel, and nearly 
the whole of her planking on her bottom: they 
then sent the boats up the riTer, thinking it 
was the Quillimane, and after ascending fifty 
miles, walked hcroas the country to the town, 
from whence assistance was sent; and the cap- 
tain and purser went round in the gig, and 
returning again against the advice of Azvedo, 
a pilot, they were drowned on crosBing Uie 
bar; the black cook dived thr^ times for the 
captain, and got on shore after swimming 
seven hours. 

I learnt that we might daily expect a vessel 
intended for the slave trade, purchased from 
the Americans at Bio, and fitted ostensibly 
as a whaler, but capable of carrying 800 
blacks. Numbers of slaves are being con- 
stantly brought fivm the interior and kept 
in the neighbourhood of Quillimane ready for 
embarkation, and are considered as much an 
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aitide of trade, as irory tmd gold-dust, trat 
thej sddom sell the domestic, or slaves bom 
at the place, except for pniuahment; and a 
threat to send them to the "Negriere," is fro- 
quently more efifectiTe than a flogging. 

On oar arriTal off the coast, the price of a 
daTe fell from 30 to 10 doHars, and the cap- 
tm% of three TesaeK and -wreck of another, 
had frightened them not a little. American 
Tessela are generally porchaaed at Rio bj 
Bradlians, and bring oat a cargo nnder their 
original colours, and at the last moment change 
crews, take in fittings from Qnilliniui^ and 
ran a cargo of slaTes; and from what I hare 
heard, I feel certain that one of the American 
brigs which I saw so madi of at the town, 
wjw prerented from doing so by our being in 
the neighboorhood. 

Hitherto the GloTemors of QaiUimane, and 
all the Fortagaese possessions on this coast, 
hare had merely nominal pay, bnt haTe in- 
variably made lat^ fortunes in a rery few 
years by conniring at the slave trade, a sti- 
pnlated siun being paid for each black; and I 
am told that the late Gorernor made 15,000 
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dollars in three months. At present the Go- 
vemor-Qeneral at Mozambique, General R. L. 
D'Abreu de Lima, who seired during the 
whole of the Peninsular war, and was educated 
in Ireland, has determined to do his beat to 
put down the trade, and in August com- 
mences a round of visits to his different depen- 
dencies to put things in <»der. Much might 
be done by preventing a larger collection of 
slaves than are requisite for domestic pi^poses, 
whereas at present any number may be shipped 
at a few hours' notice ; but whilst the Qover- 
DOrs are so badly paid and are old officers sent 
by the Ministers for the express purpose of 
amassing riches in these pest-holes, it cannot 
be expected that they will refuse the custom- 
ary fees merely to be laughed at in their own 
country, or praised up as fine honourable fel- 
lows by a small party in England, and most pro- 
bably be poisoned by their next door neighbour. 
The masters are absolute and can award 
severe punishment without trial, and every 
here and there slaves may be seen chained to- 
gether by sixes and sevens, working in the 
fields for theft. Their pilfering propensities are 
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iDcurable, and I saw a glaring instaace of it 
in one of Azredo'a boye vho -waited on us 
whilst up tliere. He had, -whilst we turned our 
backs, whipped seTeral cigars out of an open 
box and concealed them about his person; 
three blacks were summoned on the spot, and 
he was led awaj to work in chains for fifteen 
days; but flogging seems to be seldom re- 
sorted to. 

In the evening I stood interpreter betveen 
the Ooremor and American officers, and 
afterwards slept in the boat, finding our new 
rain-awnings of the greatest service, as the 
dew was very heavy ; and in the morning we 
could not see one end of the boat from the 
other. Howeve)* we landed, and took a walk, 
mnch to the astonislunent of the InhabitaDts 
who never think of shewing their noses until 
nine o'clock, bat even with all this care, the 
climate and fever have left them mere wrecks 
of themselves, and I have frequently been 
addressed by a poor wan-looking creature 
who a few months before was a strong hale 
man, and not one of them is free from ihs 
liver or spleen. Still an occasional visit widi- 



N Google 



54 JOSE TBHBAH. 

out ezpoaure at night is not attended Trith 
any bad effects ; but if anj of the boats' creyra 
Temain all night on shore, thej generally hare 
a touch of the feTer. 

I took on board Trith ihe a fine intelligent 
black boy, whoae freedom Azredo offered ma 
if I tronld take care of him, and as he had 
alvays attended as I v&a glad to snatch him 
from his degraded cotmtry. His name is Jose 
Tembah, and I was fortimate in getting him a 
kind and good mistress at the Gape, -whore he 
is noT, two yeara after the above, doing well 
He is an excellent servant, and is being edu- 
cated. He sometimes threatens to return to 
tbe "Capitaine," as he calls me, but does not 
mean it, and is as happy as possible. 

The morning of July 10th, 1843, which 
had been settled as the day on which I was 
to take the boats up the river for water, was 
anything but promising, a fresh breeze blowing 
frt>m south-east, and a heavy swell setting on 
the bar; and I ought to have been warned of 
the great risk I was about to run, but at that 
time I had passed so often without any acci- 
dent, that I had become foolhardy, and very 
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deailj bought the experience 'which has since 
made me mod) more pmdent. 

The captain had exchanged the joUj-hoat 
for a gig, sharp at both ends, but mth mac^ 
lesB beam than a vhale^boat; ve had raised 
her one streak, and being anxious to try her, I 
took the lead on shonng off, having vith me 
Denman and Lav, six men, and sereral bags; 
bat finding her too deep, I adyised Benman 
and Law to get into the pinnace or barge, and 
pat also tTO heavy bags into the latter; when 
close to the bar I hove to, to bale out dry, and 
practise the men for crossing a surf. On 
entering the breakers, I foimd them mach 
heavier than I had anticipated, and from the 
first, saw that it would be quite a mercy if we 
crossed safely. However, we got over four 
breakers beaatifolly, l^e boiling foam taking 
us with it at a most awfiil rate; the fifth fol- 
lowed oa like an overhanging mountain, with 
its crest in the adi of coriing, and we rose to 
it just as it broke, becoming as it were, a 
component part of ihe foam. My feeling was 
that of intense anxiety, and I at one time 
thought it would pass us, and had an en- 
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cOTiraging " all right" on the top of my tongue, 
when the angry surf boiled up afresh. There 
was a crash, a cry, and in an instant we were 
struggling in the breakers, and never were men 
rescued from a more hopeless situation. My 
first impulse was to dive from under the boat, 
and just as I rose to the surfiM» I found my- 
self grappled by a man who could not awim, 
whom I endeavotu'ed to shake off, but finding 
that I could keep him up, told him to keep Ms 
hand on my shoulder, and took him to the 
boat, which kept constantly turning round and 
round like a cask; and the seas constantly 
breaking over us gare us so little breathing 
time that nearly all hope of being sared was 
taken away. It was a most awful moment, and 
all the people, places, and things I had ever 
seen, seemed concentrated and present at the 
same instant to my mind's eye with a startling 
distinctness; then the misery of being cut off 
from all, in rude health, unprepared to face 
my Maker, with snccoor close at hand, nerved 
us all to make extraordinary exertions, and I 
mentally prayed for presence of mind, for I 
felt that the safety of the whole depended so 
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entirelj on me, that I used the whole trf my 
breathing time in cheering up the three men 
-who could not Bvim. All eyes were fixed qq 
the barge dose to us, and approaching rapidly, 
but every now and then hid by the orerhang- 
ing crest of a waye -which ingulphed us a 
second afterwards, keeping us down longer 
and longer as our strength foiled us and we 
filled with water. She was almost within our 
reach when a furious breaker swept her past 
us with the speed of lightning, and buried us 
for some seconds. How plainly I saw the faces 
of all in the barge as they passed us, pale as 
death, with eyes straining with eager anxiety I 
bnt they were as helpless as ourselyes, and half 
filled their boat in endearouring to round-to. 
Ky men now began to despair, and utter the' 
most piercing cries, and cue of them said, 
" Good bye, Mr. Barnard, I am going down;" 
but I tapped him on the shoulder, and told 
him to look at the pinnace, not then far from 
us, and we held on by the keel, of the boat 
with the energy and despair of drowning men. 
At least six times did the surf wash me frxnn 
one end of the boat to the other, my hjuid 
D 3 
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grasping the keel the vhole length; atill on 
came our rescuers, oar only hope : — some 
screeched and howled, others left the boat and 
87am towards the approaching one, and X 
exerted my remidning strength in calling ont 
" Luff, loff," fearing she 'vould pass us like the 
barge; hoirerer, we were all picked up but 
one poor boy, named Crapwell, who was pro- 
bably taken down by a shark. I had grasped 
the bight of the jib-aheet, and when hauled in 
to the pinnace was quite exhausted and black 
in the face, and the men were much in the 
same plight. Fortunately, the ChipoU was at 
anchor about three miles from us, and we re- 
ceired erery attention and kindness from the 
American officers, uid Dr. Ihickerman soon 
restored us with bottles of hot water at our 
feet, and friction of warm blankets, and I 
remained on hoard, sending the boats 'on. We 
all suffered from ah unqnenchable thirst, and 
a great soreness in our backs and limbs; how- 
CTer, I was able to get to work the next day. 

On the llih we obserred the ship at anchor 
outside, in company with a brig, which proved 
to-be the DefeneiTO, fitted as a whaler, of 
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vfaich X had received previous informatioa; 
and on Bearching her, hst equipment 'waa 
found so unfit for catching fish, that she vas 
detained, and sent away in charge of Lieuten- 
ant Molesvorth, to the Primeiro Islands for 
repair. At Quillimane I was aaked if I thought 
it poasible for her captain to be alloived to get 
on shore, as he vas a friend of Senhor Isidore, 
collector of the customs. I said I would ask 
Captain Wjrill if they would giw me his 
name; and as this name, Paulo Roderigu^ 
ooincdded with that on the brig's papers, it waa 
a strong proof that she waa expected, and led 
in a great measure to her being condemned, as 
the captain and crew had signed a protest in 
which thej declared that Quillimane was not 
their destination, and that their sole object 
was whaling. She had no clearance from the 
enatom house, nor manifest, and was under 
Brazilian colours. 

We were detained at the mouth of the river 
by strong south-westeriy winds, until Wed- 
nesday 19th, and during the whole time 
experienced the hospitality of the Americtui 
officers, and their kind consideration and 
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anxiety to provide for all oar vants will ever 
be gratefoUy remembered by tlie officers of 
the Cleopatra. On arriTing on board aad 
informipg the captain that a number of 
chained slaves had been seen marching to 
southvard, and that there vbs a vessel ex- 
pected in that direction, I -was sent awaj vitb 
the barge and a fortnight's provisions, and the 
ship sailed, and the current setting strong to 
the northward I conld not fetch in, and pre- 
ferred running through the breakers to remain- 
ing outside all night, fiill as we were of empty 
casks. We got in famously, shipping but little 
water, but nearly stove the dingy which was 
towing astern, a sea washing her nearly into 
the barge, and staving her ; however, this was 
counterbalanced by my seeing the gig in which 
I had been capsized high up on the beach 
about five miles from the entrance of tbe 
river. 

I took up my quarters on board the Ohipoli, 
and the next morning at day-light pulled 
across and launched the gig, recovering my 
carpet bag, in which I had money and clothes; 
stall my losa was severe, as my watcli was 
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rained, and many other things spoilt, and I 
muBt have been at least £20 out of pocket. 

I made occasional trips to the town, and on 
the 28th the GoTemor-Gteneral arrived from 
Mozambique in the Gtentil Liberador, whose 
name I found he had changed to the Don 
Juan de Oastro. I was looking from Azredo's 
porch through a glass, and the moment I 
reported the Portuguese Flag at the raain all 
vas huny and bustle; dressing gowns gave 
placo to gold-laced coats and long beards 
to cut chins; thin men staggered under fat 
epaulets and snuff, and butter-coloured artil- 
lerymen risked their lives by firing a salute 
from ghosts of guns of aU calibres mostly taken 
from wrecked slavers; and the sable inha- 
bitants, whose dress and undress are always 
the same, crowded to the beach, laughing and 
grinning as if they were the happiest creatures 
in the world. I offered the services of my 
boat, which the Governor of Quillimane ac- 
cepted, and I accompanied him on hoard and 
iiad an interview with the General, who is a 
fine affable old soldier and has crossed the line 
fifteen times, and seems delisted to meet with 
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an Englishman to talk orer his adrentnrea. 
He was accompanied by Dr. William Peters, a 
ProBBian physician and naturalist, on a mission 
from his king to odlect specimens of natural 
curiosities for the Rojal Museum at Berlin. 

The General landed on the 30th, and at- 
tended mass, after which thej fired a salute, 
during which an artilleryman had his arm 
shattered, from the gun not being properly 
sponged, learing a few sparks which burnt the 
man's thumb, who was stopping the rent, and 
made him withdraw it, and the charge ignited 
while being rammed home. The poor fellow 
was immediately in a blaze, hut, being black, 
little sympathy was eyinced by the bystandCTS, 
and although I had to run the gauntlet before 
the soldiers who were firing a feu de joie, - 
I was one of the first to tear his trousers off. 
On examination it was fomid that amputation 
was requisite, but the soigeon bad no instru- 
ments, and the tide was too low to send to the 
American brig for theirs^ and the man would 
most certainly have died from loss of blood, 
had not Br. Peters been there and humanely 
come fi)rward, and, after searching in rain for 
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better inatruments, after a lapse of three hoots 
performed the operation aboTe the elbow with 
a earring knife and carpenter's saw, the fonuer 
of which I sharpened on my boot whilst 
Peters prepared the latter with a file. I as- 
s^ted him by holding the arm and afterwards 
the artery, the gentlemen of the place being in 
their Simda/s clothes and not accustomed to 
the sight of blood: the man recorered, and 
afterwards went to Mozambique with the 
General. In my interviews with the latter 
he expressed himself most anxious to do erery 
thing in his power with the limited means he 
possessed to put a stop to the slave trade on 
the east coast, in evidence of which he ia the 
only Qoyemor-General who has visited Quilli- 
jnane ; and he promised to forward to us any 
information he mig^t receive. 

On August 4th I returned on board the 
ship with wood and water, leaving some casks 
bdiind me on board the Chipoli, for which I 
was not able to return until the 9th; a heavy 
awell, in which we rolled our ports under, 
setting right on the hax. I had a long con- 
versation with the General, and he accepted 
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Captain Wyvill's invitation to accompany us 
to Zanzibar In the beginning of September. 

I leamt that no slavea 'were expected for 
thirty or forty days, about which time one or 
two might be looked for at Qiiizimgo or one of 
the rivers to the north of Quillimane. On May 
1st Lieutenant Trou, commanding the Portu- 
guese brig of war, boarded the Brazilian bark 
Julia, fitted for slaves, and detained her three 
days, but the Governor of Quillimaue allowed 
her to go. 

The latter end of August we went across to 
St. Augustine's Bay for bullocks and water, 
and whilst standing along the land observed 
two brigs at anchor in Talloar Bay, and I 
was despatched in the gig to board them. A 
long reef extends from one bay to the other, 
and a high piece of table-land, called West- 
minster Hall, serves as a mark for the pas- 
sage. The first brig I boarded was French, 
named La Jeune, from Bourbon, collecting 
Torseille, and coming beef; the other was the 
Prince Albert, from Mauritius for I'orseille, 
which is a kind of moss, producing a very 
beautiful scarlet dye, and is pressed into 



i-v Google 



BARTBK WITH NATIT18. 65 

bales, by means of a large screv, weighing 
. 250 lbs. It is purchased by barter with pow- 
der, douty, beads, and iron pots, the ralne of 
one dollar and a-half purchasing fifteen dollars' 
worth. 

The breeze having set in strong, I took 
up my quarters for the night on bofuil the 
Prince Albert, and received much cirility from 
M. Serrais, the master, and returned in. the 
morning with the land breeze. The natives 
crowded round the vessel the moment they 
saw me arrive on board, and thought to ex- 
tort about treble the usual price for their 
rotten old shells, the women taking a most 
prominent part in this traffic, and keeping 
back the good ones in hopes of getting rid 
of their trasL We had brought some of the 
American corvette's powder &om QuiUimane 
to purchase bullocks, &c., firom twenty t<» 
twenty-five pounds being the price of a beast 
weighing about 350 pounds, a tumbler full, of 
half-ar-dozen fowls. One day, I landed with 
the butcher and cooks, to superintend the 
coming of two oxen, and the natives went 
through all kinds of manoeuvres to get beef 
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out of me. Notiiing came amiss to them : eren 
the entrails and bide about the heels vere half 
cooked and devoured with voracity, cut up by 
their sharp spears. A more importunate 
set of savages cannot be imagined ; buttons, 
beads, and fish-hooks are taken as a matter of 
course, without the least appearance of thanks. 
I took a very pretty little child on my knee, 
fondled her and gave her some biscuit and beef, 
after which I found that she was constantly 
employed to beg for the others, and not long 
after she left me, she laid her head in a wo- 
man's lap, and in a short time numerous lives 
were lost, and I had a strange sensation of 
itching all the rest of the day. 

The next day I took the pinnace up to 
Tallear Bay, and established a market on a 
heap of green boughs, purchasing fowls, eggs, 
beans, and shells, for powder, clouty, beads, 
and fish-hooks ; and on the 2nd of September, 
I sailed for QuiUimane, where, af^er a passage 
of four days, we met the Lily, leamt the death 
of the Duke of Sussex, and the birth of the 
I^incess. On the 7th, I left in the pinnace 
for the town, dingy in tow, accompanied by 
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Denman; and amTing at the bar at Iot watePi 
found it breaking right across, but not Boffi- 
cientlj to endanger a large boat, so I pushed 
across and unfortunatelj a breaker filled the 
dingy, and capsized her, so that she acted as 
a drag; but being anxions to tow her into 
smooth xrater, I held on rather longer than 
vas pradent, and a large sea boiling up put 
us in some danger, and the men became 
alarmed, so I gare the word " cut," and away 
ve vent without shipping any water, and went 
alongside the Ohipoli, where I left Denmaa 
and fooT men, who, in the erening, recovered 
Uie dingy, as she floated down the rirer. 

On arriving at the town, I found Azredo in 
great trouble. It appears that his father-in- 
law, Moraea, had fanned a large estate, paying 
the rent to the Government ; but as it was en- 
tailed property, and had come to the son-in-law 
of the Governor of QuiUimane, he demanded 
the arrears of rent, which were refused, pend- 
ing an appeal to the Supreme Court at Goa, 
against a judgment passed at QuiUimane. On 
thia, high worda ensued, and the Governor 
called out the military, and surrounded the 
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house, planting two pieces of artiUerj before 
the docff, and enforced the payment, taking at 
the same time 170 stand of arms from the 
stores, thus using his pover as Governor to 
carry out his private eqds. I took charge of 
papers, detailing the whole affair, for- the 
Governor-General, and returned to the hrig, 
where I again experienced the hospitaUty of 
oar kind American friends until the 11th, 
when we managed to cross just before it broke. 
I had now received so many lessons that 
I determined to run no more risks, particu- 
larly as I had just heard that the poor pilot, 
who first received me at Quillimane, had, with 
all his boat's crew, been found dead on the 
beach, hia launch having capsized : this man 
had beeu going in and out in all weathers for 
many years. 



I 
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A SOIItEE. — THE BANYANB. — THE IHAUN OF MUSCAT.— 
INTERVIEW AND DINNEIt WITH UtM. — ZANZIBAR.— 
IXa TRADE. — PBBNCU TBEATV WITH THE IMADK. — 
COMORO. — JOHANNA. — TRIAL OP SAID HAHZA. — MA- 
YOTTA. — THE NATIVES. — THE JOHANNESE. — DR. PE- 

TEBB. — THE QUEEN OP JOHANNA. MAJUNOA. — TUB 

0VA8. — SHIPPINO BULLOCKS. — NATIVE SDPERSTI- 
TIONB. — K08 BEH. — VILLANY OP RENAUD LEaEPFES.— 
THE OOVERNOB OF NOUSSOITRAWOrE.— TRADE OF NOS 
BBH. 

Leaving the Lily off QuiHimane, ve started 
for Mozambique, on September 11, and arrived 
on tbe 14tb. The following morning I accom- 
panied the captain to wait on hia Excellency, 
the Ooremor-General, and arranged that he 
should embark with suite, and Dr. Peters, for 
Zanzibar, on the I8tL In the meantime we 
had an opportunity of seeing the city and its 
inhabitants. 

The palace was formerly a Jesuit convent, 
and bears evident traces of the good fathers 
having taken care of themselves; large and 
airy rooms, good kitchens, and gardens, afford- 
ing all the requisites for a comfortable resi- 
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deuce. The hospital, a fine buildiDg, was 
also a coDTent, and the vhole place shova 
plainlj that, at a former period, its streets 
must have been crowded •with merchants and 
the produce of many countries ; now, it is all 
falling into ruins, and house after house seems 
to be cmmbling awaj ; and one cannot help 
feeUng how just is the doom of a place ■whose 
merchants flourished by trafficking in the flesh 
of their fellow creatures, who are eren now 
considered bj them as belonging more to the 
brute than the human species. 

One of the aides-de-camp gave us a soiree, 
where we met three or four well-dressed ladies: 
they were attended by their slaves, Uttle bUck 
girls, rigged out with a profusion of orna- 
ments and jewelleiy, without whom they never 
more. We iuTited them on board the ship 
the next day and they seemed to be much 
pleased. They appear to have no education, 
and speak only an execrable kind of Portu- 
guese pitted up from t^e negresses, who are 
their constant and ahnost only companions 
until they are married. Their dowry conaista 
of houses and slaTes, and sometimes an estate 
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across the 'water. By lav a man cannot hold 
property there without reeiding on it, a r^o- 
lation which waa formerly very strictly carried 
out for the purpose of increasing the white 
population as mudi as possihle. 

The BanjtuiB form a great proportion of 
the inhabitants of Mozambique, in fact they 
are scattered all orer the Portogu^e posses- 
siona, and are the principal merchants, agents, 
and bankers, in these places. They were for- 
merly driven from their country by the Mar- 
hattae, and placed themselrea under the pro- 
tection of the Portuguese flag,* which then flew 
triumphant in the Indi^i seas, and removed 
with Qieii families and goods to Diu ia such 
numbers, that they were obliged to borrow 
and make an immense number of habitations 
under ground. They believe in metemjMy- 
choais, and therefore eat nothing that has Ufe, 

* They vere first driven from CamWa to Oniarrato 
uid Mecca, and from thence oame to Din and Dam&a, 
where, at the end of the 17th centaiy, the; founded a 
Company with very extensive priyilegea of commerce 
on the East Coa^t of Africa, and although these oeaeed 
in the middle of the 1 8th century, they atiU bold the 
oommeroe almost exdnsive^. 
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or kill eTen noxions animals. The name 
Baniaii imports, in the Brahmin language, in- 
nocent and hannless — ^void of all guile. They 
are so gentle that thejr cannot endure to see 
either a fly or a worm injured ; and when struck 
they will patiently bear it, without resisting or 
returning the hlow. Their dress consists of a 
long white rohe descending to their ankles, a 
large turban arranged in smooth narrow folds. 
Altogether they present a most 'effeminate 
appearance. In buying and selling, these 
people never use words: one of them looses 
his gu*dle and spreads it on his knee, under 
this the buyer and seller place their hands. 
When the seller takes the buyer's whole hand 
it denotes a thousand, as many times as he 
squeezes it as many thousands; five fingers 
denote five hundred; one finger one hundred; 
half a finger, to second joint, fifty ; the small 
end of the finger ten. The cant term of 
" Banyan day" amongst sailors takes its origin 
from the above, as on this day they have no 
meat. 

On Tuesday, the 19th of September, we 
sailed for Zanzibar, and arrived on the 25th. 
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The passage to the anchorage is intricate, but' 
tjie water is clear and vith a leading vind 
the shoala are easily avoided. We anchored 
about a third of a mile off the tonn, and' 
saluted the red flag of the Imaun of Muscat, 
which -was returned by the King of the Seas, 
a large sixty-gun frigate, -whose moorings have 
not been lifted for eleven years. Our Consul, 
Captain Hammerton, came off immediately, 
and wrote to His Highness to know when it 
would be convenient for him to receive the 
Governor-General. The answer was, that he 
would be ready about three or four hours after 
sunrise the next morning, their time being 
always reckoned in that way. 

General Lima left the ship under a salute, and 
we all accompanied him in full tog, and were 
received at the palace by the Imaun's sons and 
friends, each giving us a shake by the hand aa 
they passed us along the line, like firebucketa, 
to His Highness, who conducted ua in person to 
the audience-chamber, a long bam of a place 
with a marble floor, and walls that had been 
whitewashed once, but were now variegated with 
cobwebs and dust. Chairs were placed all 
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round, tiiia princely apartment^ and ve ^are 
seated in rows like stock pigs, and the coun- 
oUlors, relations, and faToorites, kidied off 
tiiieir sandala and filled the vacant seats. 

The conrersation was carried on through 
Captain Hammerinn and an interpreter, and 
consisted of rerj anxious inquiries after each 
other's healths, and assurancea on the part of 
His Highne£B that the island was the Goremor- 
Gleneral's during his stay, tmd that every thing 
we required flhould be sent off. The Captain 
sud that we merely wanted, a few bullocks, 
and six were sent off the followiog; morning. 
On taking' our leave we were iuvited^to dine 
with His Highness at three the next. day. 

Never was a man so falsely represented or 
so little understood as this petty Prince.. la 
England we hear of his munificence, his- power, 
his men-of-war, bis presents of line of battle 
ships, and fiuacy him a. great potentate, 
whereas he is merely upheld in his sha- 
dow' of authority by the countenance of the 
English. His ships are dismantled, and rotr 
ting at. their anchors; sailors he has none. 
His palace (so calledj is a ramshackla dd. 
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building, a part of which fell in some time 
since and killed two of im wivesj so that he 
has only seventy-three left. A Banyan fanaa 
t^e cuatoms-rereQue, and his whole income 
from all Mb possessions is not more than 
^00,000 per annum. 

The following day we were punctual to the 
dinner hour, and found the table groaning 
under the substantial things of this world. A 
goat roasted whole, and a hind quarter of' 
beet Tfere the top and bottom diahest and 
mountainous pillaus, with sweetmeats of m,uiy 
sorts surrounding their bases, left very little 
room for the glassra, &c Decanters were scat' 
tered about with sberhet, tasting strongly of. 
rosewater. The Imaun was seated near the 
table, uid his principal officei^ and attendants 
waited on ua, many of them spealdng English: . 
they never eat with Ohristiaus ; and their Kama- 
zan having just commenced^ it must hare been 
not a little tantalizing for them to look on. 
The Ramazan lasts for thirty days, during which, 
time nodiing passes their lips between sumise 
and sunset, not even a drop of water; but Qaj. 
make up for. iMt time in the night, having two 
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meats, the second at three o'clock, vhen a gon 
fires to announce to all true Believers that it is 
time to laj" in a stock for the day. 

The trade is carried on by ressels frith one 
immense sail : they are commonly, known bj the 
name of Dovs, but, properly called, Bongalovs. 
Some of these coast along and go into every nook 
andcorner on thecoast of Africa, collecting irory, 
gum, copal, and slaves ; the trade in the latter 
is very brisk, and these boats vill carry from 
three to four hundred. As we were standing in 
to the anchorage, there were one ahead and one 
astern of us full of them. There is a regular 
«lave-market, and the purchasers pay a dollar 
u-head duty to the collector of customs. They 
appear happy and contented, and their condi- 
tion appears to be much better than in their 
-own country. They have two days in the week 
to themselves, and not much to do on the other 
days, and in their present degraded state, 
■"nothing to do and bask in the sun" is nigger's 
paradise. 

During the north-east monsoon, hundreds of 
these bungalows come from the Red Sea and 
Persian Gulf, bringing carpets, rugs, coffee, and 
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the produce of all the places in these seas. 
They hare nothing but a compass, and but 
Tery few of them hare any idea of taking 
observations, making sure of a fair wind and 
coasting it along. Should they meet vith a 
foul wind, they smoke their pipes and trust in 
God to take them somewhere; and many find 
themselves in the bottom. of the Red, or adja- 
cent seas, with valuable cargoes of ivory, and' 
■gum-copal. We found two American and one- 
English house established at Zanzibar; of the- 
two former, one is the Consul's, named Waters^ 
the other ia that of a Mr. Webb, formerly master 
of a merchant-vessel. From the latter I got spe> 
cimens of the gum-copal which is found on the 
coast of Africa and Zaozibar, in districts void 
of trees. It must be formed very quickly,' as I 
have a lump in which may be seen wasps, 
cockroaches, and various kinds of insects. 

Captain Hammerton complained that he had 
no flag-staff, so I was sent on shore and rigged 
one on the top of his house, and had the 
honour of hoisting the English flag for the 
first time. The Imaun frigate saluted it with 
twenty-one guns, and it caused much jealousy 



N Google 



■78 FRENCH TREATY WITH THE IMAUN. 

amongBt those \rho had, until lately, the mono- 
poly of trade, and hare now a presentiment 
^at John Boll having now got his foot in, will 
soon squeeze in his whole body. 

AVhen Captain Hammerton first arriyed, an 
■En^rfiman could not walk the streets without 
being insulted, and one of the chief men having 
■done something very glaring, he insisted that 
the Imaun should hare him publicly flogged, 
'which of course caused a great sensation, and 
His Hi^mesB ofiered him the lires of three 
^slaves instead, hut in the end compUed wiUi 
i^e original demand, and had the offender well 
-paid off in the m»-ket'place. Since then the 
'sons of burnt fathers dare no longer laugh at 
an 'Englishman's beard, 

A short time previoua to our arriyal a 
tPrench brig-of-war had been there from Bour- 
bon, and made a treaty with the Imaun, 
which allows the French to hire as labourers 
the subjects of His Highness: there is also a 
clause permitting slaves to be hired, provided 
'the price of their freedom is paid, and that 
they are willing to go for a certain number of 
years; and if the stipulations which are to be 
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entered into by both partis are-Btrictly act«d 
up to, the conditiOTi of Darky will be consider- 
ably improved, as he may eTentually retnm to 
his own country with a sum of money and a 
trade, and perhaps lliis may be one of the best 
means rff commencing civilization in Africa — 
without which the slave 'trade never can be put 
down, with all Bngland's sacrifice of life and 
treaeore. 

The town of Zanzibar is an intricate kind 
of labyrinth, the streets so narrow that two 
can scarcely walk abreast, and so short and 
winding that, without a guide, the only chance 
of getting out of them is making direct for 
the beach, along which they are beginning to 
build large stone houses; and in a few years 
the increase of trade in Boropean and Ameri- 
can hands will make a vast improvement. But 
the govemioent is so despotic, that the lower 
orders must necessarily remain in a most de- 
graded state. When the Imaun gives an 
entertainment, he sends his servants to the 
market-place, and tiiese take whatever th^ 
want for the service of His Highness, without 
the least payment, whatever be the drcum- 
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stances of the persons they rob. The Banyans 
drire a regular trade in shells and mats, ask- 
ing strangers double and treble their value; 
bat there is a great yariety. On the 30th we 
left the anchorage, and worked to the south- 
ward between the isle and the main, seeing the 
English ensign long after ibe other flags had 
become inraible. May our cleyer and jolly Con- 
sul Hto to make it respected for many years, and 
give our merchants reason to bless the day when 
he erected the "Father of Plagstaffs." 

On the 6th of October we made Comoro, 
and were detained off it for several days by 
-light winds, calms, and currents, and did not 
arrive at Johanna until the 13th. Comoro, 
though nominally under the authority of the 
. King of Johanna, is divided amongst a number 
of petty chiefs, who live independently of each 
other, who are constantly fighting, and who 
.pay no rerenne. They have a great number 
of cattle, which they send in droves to 
Johanna, where, from the .frequent visits of 
ships, they meet with a good market. 

Johanna is a most picturesque and beautiful 
.island, covered with cocoa-nut, bananas, date. 
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and a great Tftriet; of the palm-tree, on the 
sides and tops of mountains, rising o'ne be- 
hind the other in constant succession, until 
the highest peak reaches the height of 5,900 
feet. The vater is deep vithin a qiiarter of 
a mile of the bea^h, and from the ship it ap< 
pears quite close before the anchor is let g'o, 
■when the canoes, supported by an outrigger 
on each side, crowd round with the produce 
of the island, consisting of pine-apples, 
bananas, plantains, cocoa-nuts, sweet potatoes, 
and arrowroot. Two of the King's principal 
officers came off to wait on the Gaptaia, 
dressed in a profusion of gold-lace and vesfe 
of gay colours; they wore also handsomely 
mounted swords, and seemed to be on excel- 
lent terms with themselves. 

The King complained to the Captain and 
Governor-General, when they waited on Hia 
Majesty, that Said Hamza, one of the minis- 
ters of late King Alloy, had purchased a 
barque at the Mauritius, and called at Bour- 
bon to endeavour to get the Governor to 
assist him in getting possession of the throne, 
promising, that if he succeeded he would allow 
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the French to establish themselTea at JohimQa, 
Mohilla, imd Comoro ; and the fcdlowing sen- 
tence was fonnd in the Governor of Bourbon's 
letter to the King: "I have been perfectly 
satisfied vith the wisdom of the -words of yonr 
enToy, and with the way in which he has 
defended your interests in the face of the re- 
clamations of yoor competitor, Said Hamza." 
On this was fonnded a charge of high treason, 
and the Captain offered to assist the Sultan 
in carrying the law into execution. Oonse- 
qnently, I was sent the next morning to take 
possession of the barque Vrai Fran^aia, and seize 
her papers; after which I accompanied the 
Captain and Goremor-Oeneral on shore : and 
after a palaver in a priTate room, (the en- 
trance to which was so narrow that we w^re 
obliged to work in edgeways), the three judges 
were sent for, and a court assembled in the 
audience-chamber, round which the accusers, 
accused, judges and friends, sat indiscrimi- 
nately, the King being on a sofa between the 
GoTemor-General and Captain, with an inter- 
preter before them. 

The first part of the business was to make the 
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accnsed pmoner, a proceeding the; did not at 
all understand, alloTring him to retain his svord, 
nntil it vas pointed out by the Captain, and he 
was then marched off between two conBtablea 
in white shifts, and wands of the same coloor in 
their hands. In about a quarter of an hour 
the court WM opened and the prisoner brought 
forward. He was decidedly the most intel- 
ligent-looking man of the whole, and his fine 
handsome countenance, and long gray beard. 
gave him qnite a Tenerable appearance, as he 
took his seat on a -sofa next to the judges. 
The evidence gainst him was ^ren by two 
young Arabs, who bad been present when he 
spoke to the QoTemor of Bourbon, and swore 
that he had asked for soldiers to place him on 
liie throne, &c. On being caUed upon for 
his defence, he commenced, in rery good 
"English, a long account of hh two years' resi- 
dence, and of his going to Bourbon for papers 
ifijT his vessel, when the QoTemor proposed 
to him to take pcssession of the throng, 
^nt he was cut short in the middle of his 
yam, found guilty, and his property confe- 
oated; and the conrt broke up., Afto-whidt 
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the King -walked arm in arm vith the Captain 
dovn to the beach, folloved bj a Dumerous 
train, amongst -whom vaa Said Hamza as 
cool as if nothing had happened. I was then 
sent to delirer up the barque and^ her papers 
to an officer sent bj the King. 

That same CTening ve sailed for Majotta, 
leaving Dr. Peters to prosecute his researches 
at Johanna; and on the 17th ran through 
the Bandeli passage, vhich is about three- 
quarters of a mile broad, between reefe under 
water, which can be seen perfectly well &om 
the clearness of the water; and an. excellent 
mark put up by the French takes yon in 
easily enough; and, when once inside, it is 
the most perfect harbour that can be imagined, 
quite land-locked, and protected by reefis from 
all winds. I was sent to wait on Oaptain 
Passo, the GoTcmor, whom I found in a small 
building, between a hut and a cottage, but 
Tery tastefully fitted up. The French had 
Iteen settled there four years, for the purpose 
of recruiting inTalids from Nos Beh, where 
.the mortahty is ten per cent, per annum; bat 
they find Mayotta rery unhealthy, and during 
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the rainy months, January, February, .and 
Harch, the people are all sickly, and the rain 
nerer ceases for a single day. They hare as 
yet no fortifications, but about eighty soldiers. 
Tlie natlTCB are a mixture of Arabs, Johan- 
neBe, and Sacalaras from Madagascar — the 
latter haring been brought over by different 
chiefs from Bembatooka, vho hare at differ- 
ent times been driven from their own country, 
and taken possession of Mayotta, until ob- 
liged to leave by a superior force. Raminitoe 
and RansouH ^ere the last tvo adventurers : 
the former ve expelled from Mohilla in 
1830, in the Jasear, and the latter gave up 
the island to the French, claiming it by right 
of conquest; but the Johanna Sultan still 
asserts his right to it. The Governor told 
me that, when the French first arrived, there 
was not a bullock nor fowl on the island, and 
that they had burnt each other's crops in all 
directions. Now they appear to be improv- 
ing, and to be surrounded with stock; but 
the watering-place for ships is in a stream 
among mud and mangrove bushes, the certain 
prognostics of fever asid disease. 
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On the Idth we sailed, and passed just out- 
side the passa^ a Froich store-ship and 
coirette going in, the former for the soldiers 
and sick. On the 21st we ^ain anchored at 
Johanna, and I was sent to the King with a 
document signed by the Gorernor-General 
«nd Captain, certifying that the trial of Said 
Hamza had been fairly conducted in their 
presence. I also got from the King a state- 
ment, in Arabic, of the proposition of the 
GoTemor of Bourbon, which was, to allow him 
to establish an hoipital at Johanna for the 
sick from Nos Beh and Mayotta, and to keep 
soldiers there to guard them. For this the 
Governor would pay a stipulated sum, and 
perhaps assist him in getting possession of 
Mohilla and Comoro. The King's answer 
-was, that he could not comply with their re- 
quest to allow them to establish an hospital, 
but that he would always afford every feciUty 
should a ship wishto land any sick. 

The Johannese, in general, aeem to hold the 
French in great dread, and toplace great depen- 
dence on the English; but they are such con- 
summate hypocrites, and so accustomed to thp 
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.use of "soft soap" from their iniancy, that 
^ere is no beliering them— their vhole aim 
is to make money by getting to the blind side 
of strangers. They are hospitable, however, 
in their own hoases; and Br. Peters experi- 
enced much kindness, living at his Majesty's, 
and making excursions all over the island, 
which he describes as most beautifiil and in- 
teresting. He astonished the natives not a 
little by walking for fourteen successiTe hours 
to and from a lake in the interior, which he 
found covered with ducks; and the surround- 
ing trees swarmed with bhxls of most magni- 
ficent plumage. This place is held sacred, 
and nothing allowed to be killed there; 
pilgrimages are made to it, and it is consi- 
dered three days' joomey from Dermonic, the 
town ; and there are villages at the distance 
from each other of two hours' walk, the 
inhabitants of which are very civil. 

The Johannese are nearly Arab, and follow 
strictly the forms of the Mahometan religion. 
The Ramazan is kept by them ; and on one 
occasion, on going into the King's house, he 
was at his devotions, which he performed wiUi 
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great activitj. He had judt finished his ablu- 
tions, and appeared in the audience-chamber 
in a long chemise reaching to the ground, 
jumped on a sofa, held his bands up, and 
prostrated himself over and ovftr again. After 
this, the sun having dipped, he commenced 
eating betel-nut with great avidity. 

Their women are carefully shut up from the 
eyes of strangers; but the curiosity of the 
fair sex will not be baulked here more than in 
any other part of the globe, and vlu-ioua are 
their manceuvres to see a white min. The 
Doctor was frequently invited to enter a house, 
and found himself placed in a strong light, 
whilst tittering and laughing in an adjoining 
dark apartment shewed that there were ftiore 
eyes than one on him, and presents of neck- 
laces made of sweet-smelling flowers were seflt 
out to him. The interpreter told him also, 
that the ladies had taken a great fancy to 
biro — " lie had such a nice long nose." 

The King was anxious to have a prescription 
for the Queen, whose complaint he described to 
the Doctor, who said that it was necessary 
.for him to see her. He was accordingly 
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naliered into the room, and found her dressed ' 
in a profusion of gaj ornaments, such as 
bangles, rings, ear-rings, &c. Her face vas 
closely veiled, but sbe mimaged very dexter- 
ously to show it for an instant, and then leant 
on the King's shoiUderj — this one, I believe, 
is the fiivourite of the four. On taking my 
leave. His Majesty presented me '#ith a spice 
necklace, as a small mark of bis friendship, 
and said that he hoped soon to see me is 
conmiand of a ship. That evening we sailed 
for Mozambique, and arrived on the 26th of 
October, and landed the Govemor-QeneraJ, 
whose departure we all much regretted, for 
bis habitual good humour and amusing anec- 
dote passed away many an hour pleasantly, 
which would have been otherwise cheerless and 
dreary. The next day we sailed for Majunga, 
where it was alleged, in a letter from the 
Comoro Islands, that the English flag had 
been insulted. 

On October 30tb we anchored off the town 
of Majunga, in Bembatooka Bay, and I was 
sent to the Governor to demand an explana- 
tion of the alleged insult. On landing, I 
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met an American named Marks, who Had 
resided there for many yeara, collecting hides 
and tallow, and I learnt from him the follow- 
ing information : In the beginniDg of the year 
a Monsienr Bonifait had sailed from the Mau- 
ritius in the English harque Sampson, with a 
general cargo for the east coast of Africa, and 
west coast of Madagascar; at Majunga he 
fbtmd a Portuguese named Renaud Leseppes, 
speaking the Mal^aihe language, apparently a 
likely agent to make a good profit on the mer- 
chandize. Consequently goods to the value of 
9000 doUara were intrusted to him; and in 
July the vessel came back for a return, and 
commenced shipping rice, ebony, hides, tallow, 
and hees'-wax, when, all at once, the supply 
■was stopped, and M. Bonifeit was induced 
to disembark a quantity of goods which 
the Ovas promised to pay for in Spanish dol- 
lars, as they wanted to send some cloth to 
Tenenerivo the capital; but no sooner were 
they in possession of the merchandize than 
they declared that it was not oven enough to 
pay for what had been embarked — that Renaud 
had paid for nothing, nor did they recognize 
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"him in the transaction. This led to an angry 
discnssion : the TOrkmen struck, leaving aundrj 
casks of salt beef on the beach; the captain 
and supercargo were made prisoners, and the 
soldiers sent off to take ont that part of the 
cargo vhich they say was not paid for. Boni- 
fait managed in the mean time to get to Nos 
Beh in a canoe, and the French GoTCmor 
said, that if the lives of British subjects ■ffcre 
in danger, he would send a man-of-war ; if not^ 
he could not interfere. 

"Having learnt this ranch I worked my way 
np the hill leading to the fort, the gate of 
which was guarded by two Ova sentries, who 
blocked the entrance by crossing their mus- 
kets, holding their spears in their other hand. 
An officer from the Governor passed me 
through this as well as two other gates 
guarded in the same manner, and I was re- 
ceived by his Ejxcellency at the door of his 
house, with a guard of sixty soldiers, and a 
roll on the drams. He was dressed in a blue 
surtout, unwhisperables to match, and a yel- 
low waistcoat, and after I had explained the 
cause of our visit, through an interpreter, he 
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assured me that far from wishing to insult the 
English flag, he had been most anxious to set 
things to rights, but that the ship had sailed 
suddenly and would not return, although he 
kept dipping and hoisting his flag to her aa a 
signal, until she disappeared, and placed the 
goods left behind in a store under lock and 
key. 

I told him that the Captain would wait 
upon him if he would return his Tisit, but he 
said he never went on board, " makee the too 
much sick in de head." Tasked him what 
nnmher of guns he would like to be saluted 
with, and he preferred seven to nine, as it 
would be less expense in returning it. He then 
offered us a bullock in the Queen's name, and 
had tumblers and liqueurs put on the table. 

Civilization has made great strides amongst 
the Ovas, and under a good government much 
might be done for them, for even now the 
good effects of Radama's short reign are not 
yet extinguished, notwithstanding the savage 
bigotry of thO present Queen. A few of them 
write a good hand taught them by the mia- 
siDQaries, and form altogether a great contrast 
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to the St. Augustine's Baj people, who are 
perfect savages. 

The officers in attendance on the Gorernor 
■were dressed in most indescribable uniforms : 
generals, aides-de-camp, militiamen, and all 
kinds of corps had contributed something to 
each, and some of them would make famous 
figures for a Cruikshauk, looking so avkvardly 
stiff that it was quite laughable to look at 
them, the perspiration pouring off them in 
streams. On leaving the Fort, I was accosted 
by the Colonel, who had been a boy on board 
the Jaseur with me ; he seemed quite delighted 
at meeting his old shipmate, and took me by 
the hand, saying, "What! see him again! ehl 
after long time, him too gladV I took him 
on board, gave him some clothes, and to shew 
his gratitude he cheated me as much as he 
could in the purchase of bullocks, for which I 
paid eleven dollars each. The getting these 
beasts into the boats was the most laughable 
and exciting sight I have seen for a long time. 
In a yard, the entrance to which was a pas- 
sage through a house, were about forty oxen^ 
from which' we were to take our choice. A 
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Black placing a rope over the horns of the 
one I pointed out, this is led through the 
passage, and about fourteen clapped on oat- 
side, drag him out ; the moment he gets 
through he gives a snort, and rushes furiously 
at those nearest to him; but the rope being 
well manned it is graduallj shortened in and 
a turn taken round the stem of an old Dow. 
This process infuriates the savage animal, 
which paws the. ground, snuffs the air, and 
seems extremely anxious to make his horns 
better acquainted with his enemies, at whom 
he at last makes a rush, is brought up all 
standing, and falls on his beam ends, when 
he is overpowered by numbers, lashed, and 
bundled into the boat; now and then they 
break adrift and give us a regular hunt, which 
causes much fxm. 

The town of Bembatooka is well up the 
bay, and not frequented by ships, but stock 
of different kinds comes down in boats. As 
well as Majunga, it was \mder the dominion of 
the Sacalavas, until about twenty years ago, 
yrbaa Admnteelo or B-ansouH was driven out 
by ikuainiton^ tlie. bixtther of Eaduna, wha 
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. iras in his turn obliged to fi j to s&ve hia ova. 
Lead; for it is no joke offending the higher 
powers in this iahind, vho mecelj give, the . 
option of "poison or deoi^itation," and t^e 
sentences are executed with most barbaroufi 
cruelty, and axQ of a nature too sickening to 
relate. 

CJhristianity is forbidden under pain of 
death, although in Radama's time it. had 
made considerable progress. N'ot a month 
before we arriyed at this place, the brother of 
the secretary of the Governor was killed, cub 
up in pieces, and distributed to the surround- 
ing houses as a warning, for haring been 
found exercising some of the forms of Ohiis- 
tianitj. Their religion seems to be a mixture 
of barbarous superstitions, as they worship 
the bones of the dead, and place implicit re- 
liance in charms. One of their most horrid 
customs is the trial by poison. If. a person is. 
su^ected of harbouring any design against 
the Queen, or if a man suspects his wife, they 
administer a poison on a bit of fowi's-skin, 
and watch its operation. If' the person ia 
innocent, they raippose that, the skin will ba 
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throTD up ^thout harming the accused, but 
should it prove fatal, it is takeu bb a sure siga 
of guilt. About a year or more since, the Queen 
sent to Port Dauphin for some singing girls, 
who had all to undergo this fiery ordeal, and 
one poor girl remained in a most dreadful 
state for a long time, and was left on the 
beach to die, her mother watching her from as 
near a spot as she dared; and at last the poor 
creature got rid of the fowl's-Bkin and begged 
her mother to run to the Goyemor, to saj she 
was innocent, who immediately sent down sol- 
diers to beat out her brains on the spot, as it 
had remained down so long. 

From Majunga we went to Nos Beh, an 
island near the north-west end of Madagascar, 
where the French have made a kind of settle- 
ment. On anchoring, I was sent to wait on the 
Governor, and found him living in a kind of 
cock-loft, not half as roomy as the generality 
of signal stations, his bed-room, eating-room, 
and sitting-room being all in one over a dirty^ 
little place full of muskets and cooking uten- 
sils. His name is Morell, a captain of artillery : 
he was very polite, and after a long chat I 
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took my leaye, saying that the Captain would 
be ^ad to salute the French flag, if it could 
be returned from the shore, which was done 
from two field piecea. They seem to have made 
but little progress in their establishment in 
the four years they hare been there. No guns 
are moimted, no stone houses built,' and the 
hospitals, which were built on a hill on high 
piles, proved so unhealthy that they have been 
removed, and the soldiers, who are not above 
thirty in number, live on board the Leone, a 
small corvette fitted for the purpose. There 
is a small mountain opposite the Govemor'a, 
named the " Devil's Mountain," from the cir- 
cumstance of every goul having died who was 
employed to bring stones from it for building 
a small jetty, and it is to be feared that the 
dimate will prevent any European Power fi^m 
mating use of one of the moat beautiful har- 
bours in the world. 

Deep in the bay is the Arab village, where 
stock of all descriptions can be obtained at a 
very cheap rate. I went there to look for 
an agent of the barque Sampson, and found 
a M. Monclar, a native of Bourbon, left by 
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Bonifait to dupOBe of a qo&ntitj of merchan- 
dize. From him I learnt sufficieot of the 
Majanga affair to induce me to teke him un 
board to the Captain, ae well as a Portognese 
of the name of Camache, from whom Renaud 
had stolen 3,000 dollars in the following way : 
At Mozambique Senhor Gamache had met 
Renaud, who being a plausible kind of bird, 
induced him to adyance 1,200 dollars, for 
which he was to receiye ten p«r cent, in a few 
months at Bembatooka. On arriving there 
he found no effecte, and vm induced by a 
plausible excuse not only to allow his goods 
to be kept, but to pay a further advance of 
940 dollars on a bill of Renaud's, whom he 
accompanied to Noussourangue, from whence 
he was to cross the Island of Madagascar to 
AntongU Bay, where Renaud represented 
that he had a large establishment. On the 
road he fell aick, and intrusting the remainder 
of his goods, making the whole amount ad- 
vanced 3,000 dollars, he found that he had 
been limnbugged and robbed, that there was 
no establishment, and that Ms friend had left 
him iu the lurch, after attempting to poison 
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him ; for all the fowls in the hut died after 
taking what he threw on the ground, from ita 
Buspicious appearance. For three years after 
this M. Oamache heard nothing of his com- 
panion, when, on the arrival of the Sampson 
at Nob Beh, he learnt that he was at Koos- 
BOurangiie, and immediately Tolunteered his 
seirices as pilot to that place, where they had 
a most aflFectionate interview, Renaud falling 
OD his knees, and caUing himself a poor 
wretch, swearing that he would pay him tJie half 
of his profits on Bonifait's affairs. After this 
they commenced shipping rice, ebony, tallow, 
and bees'-wax; and when a certain quantity 
was on board, they found that the Bembatooka 
farce had been acted over again, and that M. 
Renaud had paid for nothing,, and M. Boni- 
fait getting warm on the subject, the Governor 
threw a bottle at his head, and made him and 
his captain prisoners, sending soldiers off to 
take out the ebony and bees'-wax. With this 
information we sailed for Rafala Bay, at the 
entrance of which is Noussourangue, an Ova 
fort. We took with us both Monclar and 
Camache to identify the villain, and anchored 
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off the toTn the folloviiig daj about three 
miles &om the Bhore, and I was sent to vait 
upon the Governor, accompanied by Denmati 
and Lehenaon. He lires in the fort about 
three miles from the landing-place, the first 
half over a most beautiful plain corered ■with 
rerdore and green shrubs, the other up as 
steep a hill as a fat man could vish to meet 
in a tropical climate. On my way 'up I met 
a Portuguese, whom I recognized as a Quilli- 
mane acquaintaDCe, and found that it was the 
man I was in quest of. He had been branded 
in the forehead by the captain of a merchant- 
vessel with a "V" for "Voleur" for one of fais 
tricks, and he had a hang-dog appearance, 
flu£&cient, one would imagine, to put 'anybody 
'on his gnard. 

On arriving at the fort we were received by 
the OovemoT, dressed in surtout-coat and 
epaulets, and a gold-lacc cocked-hat, a large 
guard presenting arms and three drams kick- 
ing up a most horrible din. He seemed in a 
great fright about the Sampson affair, and 
most anxious to prove that the fault was not 
on his side, and I recommended him to send 



ji-vGooglc 



HOOSSOUB AKQITE. 101 

off Eenaud to explain matters, but it -was not 
uQtil the next daj that I got him on board, 
and the captain detained him as prisoner and 
went on shore. The Governor Bent a litter for 
him, but he preferred walking; however, they 
would insist on his being carried into the forty 
and his weight made them grunt not a liltle. 
His sable Excellency abused Renaud for all the 
misunderstandings, and declared that he had 
cheated them as well as every body else. 

After this we returned to Nos Beh, and, on 
the passage, the Captain said it was necessary 
for Monclar and Camache to go with us to Mo* 
z&mbique to bring charges against Benaud, on 
which a violent diq)ute arose between them, 
each declaring he would not go, so we hauled 
our wind and threatened to take them both, 
when the French put on a savage countenance 
walked up to the Portuguese, and pronounced 
" LTn coup de pistolet finera tout cela," and 
Camache immediately came to terms and con- 
sented to go, so we landed. Monclar and I 
accompanied him to the Arab village, where I 
bought three bullocks, a cow and a cal^ and 
three calves for thirty dollars, and a great 
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AeaX of rice, at the rate of 125 lbs. for one 
dollar. During the harvest in April and May 
some hundreda of Doura flock to Nob Beh from 
Zanzibar aud other places for rice, and thej 
flay that 300 or more ressels of 300 tons each 
might load every year, paying only one dollar 
for 230 lbs. 

The whole country has been very thickly 
TTOOded, bat the Sacalavas have been clearing 
and burning in all directions, and the sides of 
the mountains are planted with rice, which ia 
of two kinds, one growing in the high land^ 
the other in low marshy ground, -one crop 
being ripe before the other. 
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EXCURBION IN MACHILA^. — PRVITS OP HOZAMBHtUE. 

MERCANTtLB COMHODITIES. BEKBOR CABDOZA AND 

HIS FAMILT. — DANOIMe Ain>AIHaiNCI.^-43IUNIt aVKT, 

BLATBBS IK BIGHT. — TWO BOARBKD. — FRENCH 

BARQCB CBASKD.~-PttOaRBeaO AND DEPBNBITO CON- 
DEMNED. PRINCE OREEN. — SAID EAMZA. — MORE 

PECULATION. — THE BITTERN. — AN ALARH. — OPR SHIP 
STRUCK. — HKR POSITION. — EHDHATODRS TO SET HER 

OFF. MURDEROUS ATTACK OF THE NATIVES. — ITS 

CAUSE ANP FATAL RESULT. — ESCAPE OP THE KAnTES. 
—ELATES FOR fLALB. 

Ok the 16th Norember we again anchored 
at Mozambique and landed oof prisoner, who 
was sent bj the GoTemor to the fort, with 
the intention of mating him a soldier, and 
sending him to SMina or Tete. The Captain 
accepted an invitation to accompany tho 
General to Oabaceira, where his conntry-honse 
is. I accompanied them, and we were received 
and entertained on the opposite side by Senhor 
Cardoza, a coloured man and ct^ector of coe- 
toms, and the following day made an excursion 
into the country in machilas, each having four 
beu'ers, fine, sleek, symmetrical-looting fellows. 
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They generallj go on at a rotmd trot, some- 
times sin^g in their peculiar style, jumbling 
apparently a Tost number of words together 
and then ^ving a bowl or grunt. These con- 
Teyances are remarkably easy, and you may 
either recline at full length or sit up shaded 
by a broad awning with side stops to trim it. 
Still the idea of being carried by slaves doing 
the work of beasts of burden destroys all 
pleasure ; they, however, seem happy enough 
and to do it willingly, particularly as they 
know English officers always pay them well, 
which is quite contrary to the rules and customs 
of the Portuguese, who would persuade one that 
they do not know the difference between a 
dollar and a penny, and that fifty pounds more 
or less on their shoulders make very little differ- 
ence, — ^but poor darky knows when he ia the 
right side of the hedge as well as pale-face. 

We went through several fine estates, 
covered with mango and cashew trees, the 
former so loaded with fruit that the branches 
in some places were broken down with the 
weight. The latter is a curious-looking 
fruit, a large nut in t^e shape of an ear 
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forming first, and on the end of this a large 
reddish pulpy fruit, vhich is refreshing but 
very astringent in flaTour. From it is distilled 
a very strong spirit ■which the Blacks are very 
fond of, and their leisure time is employed in 
getting drunk on this execrable stuff, ■which ia 
quite maddening. I tasted it frOm the s^ 
and could not get the disgusting flavour out of 
my mouth for hours. The nut is full of essen- 
tial oil, and the leaet touch excoriates the skin; 
but ?hen roasted in the ashes it is most 
delicious, all the oil evaporating. Two or 
three Portuguese gentlemen are cultivating 
their property to a great extent, and have" 
already done quite enough to shew that any- 
thing will come forward, and that the only 
thing that is wanted is a market for the com- 
modities. 

A company has been formed at Lisbon to 
carry on the trade on the east coast of Africa, 
and they have already a capital of one million; 
but as yet they have not been able to acquire 
the requisite privileges from their Government. 
They want to have the power of buying sixty 
Tessels and not to be restricted to Portuguese 
F 3 
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bottoms, and to be able to nominate and pay 
their own GoTernors. This inde«i would be a 
blow to the Blare trade, as it would open new 
sources of commerce, and produce new in- 
tereste ; and the poor wretches who are now 
driven from the interior Uke herds of cattle 
would be emtpioyed cMrying gum-copal, iTOiy, 
gold dost, and Tanoua other articles with 
which Africa abounds. During the floods oc- 
casioned hj the rainy season coals might be got 
from Tete in any quantity, and the mighty 
power of steam be employed in sowing the 
seeds of civilization, which can never be done 
whilst the merchants, agents, and their Gover- 
nors find it, or think it, their interest to keep 
the Blacks in such a degraded and ignorant 
state, that they look upon slavery as a blessing, 
and voluntarily sell themselves and families 
for three pieces of cloth. 

The coflFee-trees were in fuU blossom, and 
scented the whole country. They were without 
leaves, and the flowers either white or pink. 
The berry has a strong aromatic flavour, and 
is preferred by many to the Mocha cofiee, 
although few like it at first. Many fine es- 
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tates are in ruina, the houses gradually crumb- 
ling away ; and a few wretched huts with their 
sable inhabitants idly basting in the son, or 
preparing their scanty fare, are the only re- 
maining signs of what the place once was, the 
orange, citron and lemon-trees, and pine-applea 
growing amongst weeds and fallen brandies. 
On the road, we espied a snake in the act of 
killing a lizard, which it had seized by the 
back of the neck ; and as it was twining itself 
round the body, the General gave him a crack 
with his stick, and I finished his business bj 
polling him out of a hole by his tail, and break- 
ing bis back. I then hung ^im on a stick and 
carried him to Dr. Peters to put into spirits. 

We dined at Senhor Oardoza'B. His wife 
and daughter sat down with us, the latter a fat, 
round-faced, bright-eyed, good-natured, dumpy 
little body, as black as the ace of spades. Her 
name was Miuina Domingo, and I talked 
away with her in bad Portuguese, and we 
soon got good friends; and in the evening 
hearii^ a great clapping of hands and singing 
ontside, I went out and joined a dance with 
all the female part of our company, and about 
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tventj negresses, and soon made such a row 
in the kitcheD 'with a haod-OTgan and singing, 
that nearly all .the visitors came oat and en- 
joyed the fan veij much. After this we plajed 
'told bachelor/' and I persuaded them to sing, 
the burden of the chorus being "Ita bons In- 
g^ezes," soft soap having found its vay to 
Mozambique as well as Sam Slick's clocks, one 
of vrhich may be seen in every house, -with a 
fine drawing underneath, representing a fimu' 
house with a tree growing out of the top of 
it, the house standing on the heads of a very 
stiff lady and gentleman. On the following 
day we went on boturd fo divine service, and 
the tide being out, we had to walk over 
about two miles of a sandy flat, the captain 
taking off his shoes and stockings, and shew- 
ing the example, in preference to being carried 
in a machila. Howevef, we found it no joke 
in a broiling sun. 

The Governor-General invited us all. to a 
grand hunt on the Tuesday following, and 
sent out to the adjacent free tribes, to sur- 
round a place well known as abounding in 
game, with nets. On the appointed day, we 
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left early for an estate belonging to a Moor^ 
visiting the port of Coudacia on the vay, and 
at about ten sat dovn to a sumptuous break- 
fast, and the chieft of the different tribea 
came to pay their respects to the OoTemor. 
We were all on the tiptoe of expectation, anti- 
cipating fine sport, but were much disappointed 
at finding it a Tery tame affair; for instead of 
sallying vith dogs and guns, and knocking 
orer the game as it passed us, we were ex- 
pected to sit still in the house, whilst the 
blacks ensnared a few unfortunate gazelles 
and partridges. I went out to try to shoot 
a few birds, bat the burning tropical sun soon 
drove me back, tired and exhausted. 

We again dined at Oardoza's, for the Gkiver- 
nor's salary is so limited, that he has not ade- 
quate means to keep up the dignity of his posi- 
tion, and all the people around him are better 
able to entertain than himself. With his pre- 
decessors it has not been so, who hare gene- 
rally amassed large fortunes by peculation, and 
connirance at the slave trade, hut General De 
liima seems to be too straightforward an old 
soldier to compromise his honour, and yet 
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manages to entertain sufficiently to show his 
good will and attachment to the Englieh. 

On November 23rd, we left oar old friend, 
and running along the coast between the 
Primeiro Islands and the Main, arrived oflf 
Qaillimane on the 25th, and boarded a brig 
named the "Flora D'Inhamban." In fact very 
few vessels enter this river without being 
boarded by "the frigate" as they call us, and 
whom they dread very much, knowing as they 
do that I can get information of all their 
movements. The next morning I went to the 
town in the barge, and found that my friend 
Azvedo was from home, so I took posBession . 
of his house, ordered the cook to get dinner, 
and in the evening he returned and gave me 
a hearty welcome. 

I learnt that a schooner had sailed with 
450 slaves since our departure: they were 
said to have been shipped by the Governor 
Fernando, who was on a sick bed and ob- 
liged to appoint a deputy to do his doty. 
An American barque named the Lucy Fen- 
nim&n, had been at the town with a cargo 
of cloth, &C., and left an agent for the pur^ 
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pose of purchasing slaves, and in about iro 
months, from three to four vesaela might be 
expected from Rio, the first to take in a cai^ 
at the third river from Qoillimane, vhich is 
called the Mariangoma, the next at the Or- 
linda, the next to south of QuiUiiaaiie, where 
the CurloT once took a schooner, and the 
others will go wherever thej think the coast 
is dear of men of war, and the trade ia as 
brisk as ever. The above information I picked 
up bit by bit, and remained a whole day on 
purpose ; but I was so closely watched that I 
could not ask h^ that I wished, and on the 
2dth got on board half roasted, having had to 
beat down against a irrab breeze the whole way. 
On November 30th, 1843, we started for 
the Oape of Ch>od Hope, and Uttle did I think 
what good fortune was in store for us, when in 
the afternoon, it being my watch, two sail were 
reported ahead at anchor, a brig and a 
schooner, off the northern ZambozL As we 
approached, we observed them interchanging 
signalB, and two large boats leave them and 
ran in for the land. I first boarded the brig, 
and found her quite deserted, with a slave-dedc 
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laid and loaded with slave prorisioos. She 
was well found, rigging new aud in capital 
order, and rojal yards across. Fourteen pigs 
were running about the decks, and the coops 
had from six to eight dozen fowls in them. In 
the cabin every thing was turned topsy-turvy, 
and the numerous broken bottles and glasses, 
shewed that they had strengthened the inward 
man before starting. Her papers, charts, 
chronometer and colours, had all disappeared, 
but I recognized her array old friend the Anna, 
where I had slept several nights at Quillimane, 
when she was under American colours, 

Learing a midshipman and two men on 
board, I went to the brigantine and found her 
much in the same state with one man only on 
board. Her name was the Atala, apparently an 
old vessel and not half as well found as the 
brig. Still she was safe and had lots of stock, 
and the next day I was ordered to take the 
brig to the Cape, and to keep company with 
the schooner, of which Lehenson, a Swedish 
mid in our service, took charge. We lost 
sight of the ship the first night, and stood 
well to the eastward until the 2nd, when we 
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pat our heads to the soathward, and on the 
3rd, durlDg a calm, I sent mj boat for Leh- 
enson and Law to dine, and made arrange- 
ments about signals and keeping company., 
I also supplied them with a top-gallant stud- 
ding-sail, and all the following week we kept 
pretty dose, and occasionally spoke each other 
to compare reckonings. Not having a chro- 
nometer, I constructed a current chart irom 
ray log, which I found of great service, the, 
direction almost invariably proving correct,! 
On searching the hold I found two large bags, 
of slave-shackles, and sundry good things of 
this world, such as a cask of wine, salt fish, pre- 
serves, bottled porter, and casks of olives, and 
on the 10th Lehenson again dined with me. 

I was much surprised on the 12th ^t 
making the land; but when I got my latitude 
at noon and the direction of the current on the 
chart, I found that I had been drifted ninety- 
e^ht miles in twenty-four hours, which was 
indeed an agreeable surprise. The next morn- 
ing I made all sail after a French barque^, 
hoping to get her longitude; bat she did not 
like the look of as and crowded all sail, and aa. 
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I had to shorten sail to allov the Atala to close 
I WW no more of her. However, I got sight of 
Point Hood the next day, vhich set mj mind 
at rest. 

From this time we had, on the whole, 
fine weather, and I managed to keep com- 
panj by being always under easy sail, for 
with a fool wind I got so much to windward 
t^t the schooner took a whole day coming 
np, and I seriously thought of leaving her at 
one time, for my crew were getting sick, and 
three of the best were in their hammocks, 
leaving me only seven ; but we fortunately got 
&iT winds and ran along the land, making 
Cape R«ci( St. Francis, Plettenberg, and aU 
the different points as far as Agulhas, which 
w^ rounded in company, within ten miles, at 
night; and on the morning of the 2lBt of 
December made all saQ to a strong south- 
easterly wind, which took us into Simon's 
Bay by 4 p.m. 

Ail the way up F^ae Bay we had stud- 
ding-sails oa. both sides, and gradually short- 
ened sail to topsails before rounding to, 
bat I did not ree^ and found it blowing 
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a perfect gale in Simon's Bay. Avaj -went 
the clue of my jib, and the little brig spim 
along throwing the spray fore and aft. How- 
ever, I brought her well to windward, and 
thought myaelf all right, when the cable got a 
riding turn over the windlass, in consequence 
of which I drifted within forty yards of the 
beach, when, with the assistance of the boats 
of onr ship which had just arrived, we brought 
op with three anchors ahead and made all 
Bnug by dark; and I had the pleasure of 
shaking Alexander by the hand, and found 
that both the Progresso and Defensive had 
been condemned in the Admiralty Court. 
Though close to the beach blowing a gale it 
was the first night's rest I had for three weeks. 
Young Wrey, who was with me, proved him- 
self, during the passage, an excellent observer 
and navigator. On the 23rd I got to Oape Town 
with Lehenson to bring our vessels into court, 
but found that nothing cotdd be done until 
after the Christmas holidays, which gave me an 
opportunity of spending three or four days moat 
pleasantly with my kind friends ; and having 
made affidavits as to the circumstances under 
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which the Tcssels were taken, had them con- 
demned and broken up; the brig measuring 
235 and the Atala 152 tona. 

From the day of our arrival to January 26, 
1844, on vhich ve sailed, we experienced a 
constant succession of south-easterly gales, 
which made it extremely disagreeable refitting, 
and knocked about the boats a great deal. 
In going on shore we were covered with sprilj, 
and the fine sand blowing in our wet faceg 
and drying in with a burning Enm caused a 
continual smart, and makes the summer at th^ 
Cape very disagreeable. 1 left the Uttle black 
boy Joz^ at Behnont, where he has every pros- 
pect of being well thought of and provided for: 

We anchored at St. Augustine's Bay on 
February 14, and were soon surrounded by 
our old friends. Prince Green came on board 
in a tattered old dressing gown, his sable 
countenance radiant with smiles, and held ont 
his hand to Caswell, who being in the heat of 
carrying on duty, gave him the cold shoulder; 
and the surprise depicted on hia face was 
truly amusing, as he drew himself up, saying 
in the most confident manner, "Me, Prince 
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Green." On the 16th, a heavy swell setting 
in warned us of an approaching gale, and we 
got a good offing without waiting for stocks, 
and on the 17th and 18th washed awaj our 
head and humpkin, and store in several ports, 
l^c baroniet«r falling to 29'23. 

OnFebruary 24th we anchored off Quillimane, 
and I was sent up to the town in the barge, 
taking with me Norman and Lyttleton, and on 
landing was met by Senhor Ambrozio Terceira 
MourdO,who asked me if I was Senhor Bamardo, 
as he had been left in charge of the house during 
the absence of Senhor Azvedo, who desired me 
to make myself as much at home as if he was 
there himself. In the evening I caUed on the 
G-oremor, and found that Azvedo had given the 
Concorde for the service of Her Most Faithful 
Majesty, and that it was intended to endeavour 
to bring her from Macuz^ to Quillimane ; and 
in a letter to Captain WyviU which I took 
down with me, the Governor requested that I 
might be allowed to undertake the service, 
which, of course was out of the question, our 
means of checking the slave trade being little 
enough without our weakening them. 
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I found here mj old acquaintance Said 
Hamza, vhose barque I had taken possession of 
at Johanna for the King. After ve left the 
Tessel was restored, and he went to Comoro and 
took in a cai^o of bullocks for Mozambique, but 
was set by the current to the southward and bore 
up for Quillimane, where he struck on the bar 
and made so much water that he was obliged 
to ran her on shore off the town, where she has 
become a complete wreck. In mj conrersatioa 
with this man I found that he waa very likely 
to prove most useful in gaining information 
respecting the slave trade, and I acted accord- 
ingly. Ho told me that it waa going on very 
briskly, and that a black schoooner had sailed 
from Macuze full, within the last month. 
Senhor Moraes, Azvedo's father-in-law, had 
died, leaving a large property. The Brazilian 
agent was still residing there; and the Gover- 
nor had made 60,000 dollars in £fbeen months 
by peculation and slave fees. 

I returned on the 27th, and after looking 
into aU the rivers to the southward and north- 
ward of Quillimane, anchored off Casuauna to 
cut wood and to repair our diunages. This 
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island is cOTered vith tall straight trees of irou- 
■wood, and abounda in very beautiful ahmba. 
On the beach are the remains of turtle which 
the natires from the neighbourhood of Qoizango 
come over for yearly. "We found fresh water 
in an old pit, about six feet irom the surface ; 
but on digging deeper and sinking a cask 
found it so brackish that it could not be used, 
so that the other must hare been merely rain 
vater. The Tat« are so numerous that the 
men knocked them over with sticks, and 
roasted them, declaring they Trere exactly like 
chicken, — "no accounting for taste." 

On the night of March 10th, about ten 
o'clock, we observed a sail running down on 
us, and in a few minutes hailed the Bittern, 
and in the morning Captain Peel came on 
board, and we afterwards stood towards the 
Elephant Shoals in company, when finding 
nothing, we hove to, and our friends came on 
board to dinner. The Bittern had spent her 
Christmas at Del^oa Bay, and had been 
placed in* rather an awkward position in 
getting out The sea broke hearilj across the 
passage, and was one sheet of foam; however 
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-our old master Blackford, vrhme coolness never 
forsakes him, said "You must keep her at it; 
there were six fathoms when we came in, and 
there must be the same nov;" and through it 
«he went, shipping two regular green seas. 
They had also been at Mozambique, where, 
whilst the men were bathing, one poor fellow 
lost his leg by the bite of a shark, which 
literally tore the flesh off the bones. The fol- 
lowing day we parted company, the brig 
standiug in for the land, and the frigate for 
St Augustine's Bay, expecting to meet again 
off Quillimane on the 1st of April. 

From the 12th to the 18th we experienced 
very light south-easterly breezes, and found 
great difficulty in getting to eastward. On the 
erening of the 18th we passed close to the 
Bassas da India Kocks, a most dangerous shoal 
with here and there a black rock, which cannot in 
the finest weather be seen more than five or six 
leagues ofi" fi*om the masthead, and the currents 
are so changeable and uncertain all round it, 
that without a good commanding breeze, a ship 
is likely to be drifted on it in spite of herself 
which was actually the case with the Julia> 
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vhose dreadful loss Trill be related in a sub- 
sequent page. After passing tbis, 'we conti- 
nued to work our way to the eaetward, 
and at sunset on the 21st saw the land from 
the mast-head, and at 6 p.m. got the lat. 
by Oanopns. Just after eight o'clock the 
Master came down, and said the Captain 
wished to stand on a little longer to make the 
most of it; and we were sitting, chatting as 
usual in the gun-room, "about 10 p.m, when 
the well-known and dreaded feel of her keel 
grating along the bottom, made us all rush on 
deck, where we foimd the Captain, First Lieute- 
nant, and Master. Having just determined to 
tack, and waiting only for a cast of the deep- 
sea lead, which had already been sent forward, 
two minutes more would have saved us from 
alt the misery and dreadM scenes which 1 am 
about to detail. 

At 8h. 30m., P. M., the officer of the watch 
ordered two leadsmen in the chains, and ac 
nine there was no bottom with fifty-five fathoms 
of line, and the hand lead was kept constantly 
going until 9h. 60m., when the land was seen 
on the lee-bow, and a cast of the deep-sea 
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lead ordered bj tiie Captain, while eyerytliing 
yf&a seen clear for going about, and in a few 
secondB the helm would have been put down, 
when ahe touched. Everything was immediately 
thrown aback, and ahe moved astern, but her 
keel hangmg, she fell off with her head in- 
shore, and became imbedded in coral-rock^ 
with trom two and a half to three fathoms 
round her, the tide being about half-ebb. As 
Boon as the ship would clear it, the smaU 
bower was let go and veered to about thirty 
fathoms, to keep her from foiling in-shore when 
the tide rose, and the Master was sent in the 
cutter to sound round her, whilst the barge and 
pinnace were hoisted out, and the stream 
an<^or and kedge and the two stream cables 
and hemp m^senger got into them. In the 
mean time a channel was found on the port- 
bow, and the stream anchor backed by the 
kedge, was hud out in that direction by Moles- 
worth and Norman, but never hove taut, as on 
further sounding there was a deeper and better 
channel found astern and off-shore. Whilst 
the boat« were away the sails were fiirled, the 
best bower unshackled, and the chain messenger 
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passed through the stem hawse hole and brought 
to the main-deck capstan, which was discoa- 
Dected and rigged on the main-deck. On the 
return of the boats after laying out the stream, 
the best bower anchor was got under the pin- 
nace, whidi was fortunately fitted with trunks 
and a windlass, and the two hemp sheeb 
cables were coiled on the thwarts of the bai^ 
whilst the Master laid out hawsers with 
second kedge for warping them out ; and about 
4 A. M., the arrangements being completed, the 
sheet cable was passed through the midship 
cabin port, the hawse hole not being large 
enough to admit the cook's leg, and the best 
bower was laid on the port quarter in good 
fityle. 

At 6 A. M., the tide being at its highest, a 
tant strain w^ hove on the sheet and she 
moved astern about twenty fathoms, the seosR 
bower being brought to the upper deck capstan, 
by the top tackle pendants, for a messenger 
with runners and tackles on the main-deck to 
assist. . We now found that the stern had gob 
on a patch of coral, which had close by the 
aide of it a three &thom channel, and Molea- 
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vorth and the Master vere sent in the barge 
and pinnace to veigh the Btream, and kedge 
and lay them ont on the starboard qaarter. This 
■was a work of time, as the anchors had hooked 
the rocks, and the tide began to fall before they 
were ready ; and in the interim, the small bower 
was hore up, minus a stock, and the men were 
allowed a short time to splice the main brace 
and get their breakfasts. 

At 8 A.M., we commenced hearing on both 
capstans, the stream cable being led through the 
starboard after-K^uarter deck port. But the tide 
had receded too much ; and finding she did not 
start, the top-gallant masts were got on deck, 
and the people sent down for three hours' rest 
just as she went over on her bilge, the water 
being up to the siUs of the main-deck ports on 
the starboard side. Fortunately the weather was 
calm and fine, for had even a moderate swell 
set in, she must have been bilged ; as it was, 
she bumped most uncomfortably and made the 
masts and yards rattle and tremble as if they 
were coming down about our heads. 

At low water the reefs were dry all round 
us, one sheet of tapper b«ng in the water at 
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one side, and the muzzles of the gone all bat 
touching the water on the other, and one could 
as easily -walk on the outside of the ship as 
the deck. The hatches vere battened down and 
all hands seated themselTcs on the mam-deck, 
either breakfasting or snatchiog a few minutetf 
rest. In the morning we had observed two or 
three canoes approaching to within about half 
a mile of the ship, and then ;nake for the 
shore, and duiing the forenoon from twenty to 
thirty came off in hne, and dodged about 
under the bows, conversing with the boat- 
keepers in broken English, as is customary with 
the natives of St. Augustine's Bay ; and having 
been in the habit of treating them with confi- 
dence, no one had any doubt of their friendly 
intentions. In one canoe was an old man witb 
a bald head and grey beard, who appeared to 
take the lead, being paddled by two men and 
not working himself. On our commencing 
work again, they all dispersed, some going on 
shore, others to the teeh, as if for sheUs, and 
it is reported that one of them said, "To- 
morrow King Baba come take the ship: he 
^ve the Captain plenty sheep, and plenty 



N Google 



126 BNDZATOimS TO 

bollock, and make him stop ; but he want the 
ship." This was thought nothing of, and about 
half-paat ten, the Oaptain called the First 
Lieutenant, Master, and myself, to consult as 
to what was most expedient to be done, and we 
all agreed that she ought to he lightened to 
ensure her getting off the following tide, and 
about noon we hoisted out the small boats; the 
Master went to buoj the passage, and all 
hands commenced constructing a raft with the 
^are spars and casks to hold the guns. 

At 3 P. H., we finished and hoisted it oat, 
and got two quarter-deck guns on it, when the 
water baring risen, she began to right, and the 
capstans were manned, and she started some 
distance ; bnt at 5 p. u., finding her still 
hard aground, the order was given to throw 
the foremost main-deck guns overboard, and 
the two 8-inch, and one forecastle gun went, 
and two more quarter-deck guns were got on 
the raft, when we again tried her and succeeded 
in heaving her into five fathoms water, but in 
the midst of coral patches. The chain ganger 
just came into the stem port and was secured, 
and the small bower cable brou^t along out- 
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side and ahackled to ifc, ready to heave her 
head round in the morning. The guns and the 
boats yrere hoisted in, the raft dismantled, and 
at midnight the men were Bent to rest for fonr 
hoars, thoroughly fagged out ; bnt throughout 
the whole, I never heard a murmur or com- 
plaint, and never feared the result. 

Prom 13 to 4, the ship bilmped heavily, 
and ground' along the rocks, and at 1, the 
stream cable parted, having been chafed 
through; and nothing could exceed our anxiety 
during the night, as she vaa riditag by twelve 
fathoms of chain only, by the stem, and had 
we drove, our position would have been worse 
than ever. At i, the hands were turned up 
and the top-gallant mast fidded, and top- 
gallant yards crossed, and the Master took the 
barge, and Molesworth the pinnace, to endea- 
vour to get the stream andkedge anchors; but 
the boats being wanted on hoard, they were 
recalled, and at 6, the sheet cable was slipt 
from the stem port, and her head hove to 
seaward by the small bower cable, and all 
plain sail made to a light land breeze. When 
the anchor was weighed she went some distance, 
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and then hung on a coral patch, when a kedge 
was laid out with a hawser right ahead, which 
took UB into deep water, and finding her run- 
ning over it faster than we could haul in, 
Molesworth was called in the pinnace to take 
in the bight of the hawser, which we cut, and 
to remain to weigh the anchor. 

We had olmerred, all the morning, the canoes 
coining off as before towards the ship, and as 
they would necessarily pass close to the pin- 
nace, the Captain ordered a look-out to be 
kept on them ; and we were about 400 yards 
from the boat when the wind fell so hght that 
it required the nicest attention to keep our 
head the right way ; and at 7h. 30m. the 
'sea breeze took us aback, and the ship wore 
round with her head in shore, and at the same 
time, Molesworth was observed making a signal 
for assistance. The pinnace-men were splashing 
their oars, and apparently cutting the hawser, 
and the boat then came towards us, ptdled 
only by four ofurs, whilst the canoes made sail 
and paddled with all their might towards the 
shore. 

The galley and barge went immediately to 
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their assistauce, and the ship, 'was hore-to, and 
every preparation was made in case of acd- 
denta, and a fearful sight soon met our eyes. 
The pinnaee had been attacked by the natives, 
tvo of the crew killed. Lieutenant Moleswortb, 
and fiye men, mortally wounded, and three 
severely and dangerously wounded ; — three only 
escaping out of fourteen. 

Poor Molesworth was wounded in the nose 
and bowels, and on my jumping into the 
boat, he exclaimed, with a look of despair, 
" My God, Barnard, I am wounded in the 
bowels." I immediately lifted him into a cot 
which had been lowered by a whip from the 
main yard, and remained in the boat until all 
the wounded were hoisted in. The groans of 
the poor sufferers were heartrending, and their 
bodies were covered . with ghastly wounds : it 
was a truly pitiable sight, and in lifting them 
my hand went frequently into a deep hole, the 
spears having passed quite through them. At 
first some hopes were entertained of poor 
Molesworth's recovery, but on Sunday, March 
24, such unfavourable symptoms showed them- 
selves, that it was thought right to advise him 
o 3 
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to settle his affairs. He bore the shock like a 
strong-minded man, made his mil, and thought 
■of everything the most minute. That evening 
he received the sacrament, and calmly toot 
leave of all his messmate, appearing perfectly 
resided. In the night he grew uneasy and 
restless, and at half-past ten on Monday he 
departed this life, his lips having mored, as if 
in prayer, not long before, and in the evening 
he was followed to his watery grave by all his 
shipmates, universally regretted, and admired 
for his noble and manly conduct. 

The cause of this murderous attack appears 
to have been as follows : — On the canoes ap- 
proaching the pinnace, poor Molesworth com- 
menced talking to them, as to the natives at 
St. Augustine's Bay, asking if they had any 
harp shells, on which they approached the 
boat closer, and two of them got into her 
onarmed as if for barter, and seized the iron 
bars belonging to the windlass. On this, they 
were ordered out, and force used to eject them, 
Molesworth jumping forward to enforce their 
going, on which a spear was thrown which 
wounded him in the nose, and seemed to be 
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the signal for a general attack ; the old bald- 
headed man -with a grey beard, twiriing a 
spear round his head, and then ^Ting weapons 
to those around him. Poor Jacobe, the bow- 
man, who hauled me into the boat when I was 
upset at Quillimane, receired a spear in the 
shoulder which knocked him overboard, and 
on rising to the surface hia brains were knocked 
cat, and nothing saved the whole from beir^ 
mafisacred, but the ship's being providentially 
taken aback, and appearing to the sav^^es to 
be coming towards them. The whole was the 
work of two minutefl, or even less, and although 
our poor fellows made a desperate resistance, 
unarmed and lumbered up as they were, the 
sharp sfears hurled with tremendous force 
soon laid them low. 

The opinions as to the intentions of tho 
natives when coming off are various: our first 
impression was that they had come to attack 
the ship, if they found us off oar guard, and 
that savage disappointment at not finding na 
a wreck, had roused (heir evil passions. Hie 
more common opinion, however, is that they 
had no end in view, but mere curiosity; 
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but tlieir sarage nature is such, that it is 
always a word and a blow with them, and 
t^t at the least proTocation they instinctively 
use their arma Would that all these suppo- 
sitions could change the results, and restore 
the fine fellows who feU. 

After the canoes had fled, there was no 
possibiUty of reaching them, as they escaped 
orer the reefs on which our boats could not 
float, and even if our guns could hare sunk a 
few of them, the dreadful state of the wounded 
rendered it impossible to fire ; and they are 
' such a wandering race that they hare no fixed 
Tillage or habitations, generally ranging up 
and down the coast, and living in their canoes. 

On March 25th, we anchored in St. Augus- 
tine's Bay, and remained five days watering 
and getting to rights. The channel at the 
entrance of the river was much altered, and 
enabled us to vater much quicker. Many of my 
old friends came to see me, and exprras their 
horror at the treachery of their countrjrmen; 
but I would not trust myself alone with them 
without being well armed, for I fancy they all 
go occasionally on predatory excursions tdong 
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the coaat. Some of the natives offered me 
skTes for sale, and I pretended to want them, 
that I might find out if anj great number 
could be obtained, but foaod that there were 
only a few, principally young girls, stolen or 
taken in fight from the Oraa. The price of 
them was twenty dollars, or a keg of powder, 
but without an agent to collect them, I do not 
imagine any vessel could get a cargo. 
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LDSICBODB ACCIDENT. — AZTEDO'b HOSPITALTTT.— 

SLATES BURNT ALITE, THE BLACK BCHOONKR. 

MOBGADO'S GRAND DIHMER.' DR. PETEBS. ^THB 

COLONOa. — WTLLIBQ BLATKS. — INVITATION TO A BALL- 

A SAIL AHEAD. BOARD A SLATER. MUTINY AND 

MURDER. — MB. HILL'b EIFTY DATB ON BOARD A 
BLATBR. — WRECK OP THE JtTLIA. — THE DON PEDBO.— 
THE MINERVA. — THE PINNACE POUND. — ATTEMPT TO 

EEATE UP THE QUNS. HDRDEBER's REEFS. ANCHOR 

IN BIHOn'S bay. 

On the morning of April 14th, -we arriTed 
in Simon's Bay, hut found that the Admiral had 
not arrived firom the Weat Coast, and I rode 
np the same afternoon for our letters, and had 
the pleasure of seeing my friends who were 
of course much shocked at my melancholy 
tale ; and at the request of Captain Broke, I 
waited upon the Goremor Sir Peregrine Mait- 
Jand, to give him a correct version of our 
misfortune, and on returning to Simon's Bay, 
found that we were ready for sea in a week. 
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BO that I vas obliged to retnrn to Gape Town. 
for the purpose of laying in EFtock, and had a 
most amusing adventure on the road. 

The driver of the mail cart dropped the letter- 
bag on the road, and lieutenant Kane took the 
reina whilst he rode back to look for it, and 
we had not gone far, before the horses shjed at 
a cart of rushes vrhich was upset in the road, 
ran up a bank and turned us over. Kane got 
jammed and could not move, a ladj and her 
maid who were inside, were more frightened 
than hurt, and I pulled them out from amongst 
a heap of boxes, and it all ended in laughter; 
and the coachman having come np in the 
meantime, we soon righted the cart without 
any damage. That evening I went to the 
race ball, and on the 20th, Captain Broke 
kindly drove me down in his tandem. The 
next morning we sailed, but had scarcely 
rounded Noah's Ark, when we saw the Win- 
chester, and in the evening anchored in com- 
pany, and I had the happiness of hearing that 
my brother was on board, and the following 
day he joined the Cleopatra. ' The Winchester 
during her cruise had succeeded in destroying 
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a Blarer, and various changes and promotions 
tiook place, in consequence of the death of 
Captain Farr, of the Con-way, and our poor 
messmate, Molesworth. On the 23rd, we again 
sailed, takmg with ua an old harbour-boat to 
assist in raising the gun? we had left on the 
coast of Madagascar. 

On May 12th, we anchored off Quillimane, 
and the next morning I left for Quillimane, 
accompanied by Mr. Steel, our chaplain, and 
my brother, and after anchoring outside the 
bar until the flood made, we had a most 
delightful sail up the river, for all was new to 
my companions, and they had some famous 
shots at the hippopotami, one of which got 
out of the water and ran into the jungle not 
forty yards from the boat. On arriving at 
the town we were received by Senhor Azvedo, 
with his usual hospitality, and in the evening 
made a short excursion ia machilas, excepting 
Jack, who preferred a mule, which was a source 
of great amusement to us; for the sight of 
anything in the shape of a horse is so rare 
here, that the Blacks fly from it in every, 
direction, as if it was some wild beast, and 
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the little boys ran behind at a respectable 
distance, 'whooping and making a noise. 

I seized one of them and put him up behind 
Jack before he was aware of it, and giving 
the brute a crack sent him off fiill gallop. The 
little fellow hung on like grim death, and they 
rolled about like a ship in a calm. In the 
evening I learnt that about a week before our 
arrival, a large barqae had embarked from 
700 to 800 slaves at Oailiuda, the river to 
the southward of QuiUimane, and I have since 
found out, that this was the same Julia which 
Trou, the captain of the Oentil, had detained 
in Maj last, and that the slaves actually went 
from the town of Quillimane in launches. 
Three or four days after our last visit, 300 
slaves had been burnt alive in a baraeoon 
some distance to the northward, where they 
had been sent ready for embarkation, one of 
them slipping his iron collar during the night, 
and setting fire to the building. 

Upwards of 2,000 slaves were ready in the 
neighbourhood of the town for embarkation, 
pnrchased with merchandize, brought out by 
American vessels, and slave-vessels were es- 
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pected from Rio daily, so that my anival at 
Quillimane pnt those -who had so much aC 
state iu a great fenuent, and 1 vitnessed long 
and angry discussions amongst them as they 
came in and out of Azredo's house. A brig, 
said to be under Sardinian colours, had at- 
tempted to land her captain at Luabo, where 
they say there is a flag-staff, but he with 
three of his boat's crew was drowned in cross- 
ing the bar, one man only reaching the 
shore, and no more has been heard of her. 

The black schooner belonging to Senhor 
Isidore which had embarked 400 slaves at 
Macuze, pat back after haTing Imt one-half of 
her human cargo, and rtslanded the wretched 
remnant half dead. 

Paulo Roderigne who conmianded the Oe- 
fensiro, had written to his friends at Qoilli- 
mane blaming them for giving me his name, 
and accusing Azredo as being the cause of his 
losing his vessel, and the GovemcH' had re- 
ceived letters from Lisbon, informing him that 
Lord Aberdeen had written to the Portuguese 
Ministry, saying that he was not to be trusted 
as he was open to bribery. His friends also 
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advised him to be on his guard against the 
former collector of customs, Senhor Azvedo, who 
■was in the habit of giving information to the 
English. Said Hamza corroborated most of 
the above information, not knowing that I had 
heard anything from other quarters, and de- 
clined that he was narrowly watched whilst 
the English flag was flying in the river. Indeed 
the trade seems to be on the increase, and all 
servants who speak English or axe likely to 
converse with the boat's crew, are sent into 
the interior. 

It is said that a person who deals largely 
in human flesh at Quilliraane, is about to en- 
deavour to establish a place for embarking 
bUvAs near Sofala, bnt this cannot be managed 
for some time, as the Governor of that place 
must first be bought over. Nothing can ex- 
ceed the civility and hospitality of the inha- 
bitants of Qnillimane. Their houses are al- 
ways open to the English, and on our arrival 
Senhor Morgado invited us to a supper the 
next evening; but having a spare day, we took 
advantage of permission from the Governor 
to ascend farther up the river, and we got 
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Azvedo to accompaDy us, ' and had a most 
delightful sail for about fifteeu miles. 

The appearance ofthe banks improves greatly . 
after passing Quillimane : the mangrOTe-trees 
with their dense foliage reach to the very 
water, and look as beautifully green and fresh 
as they are deadly and sickly : no ray of the , 
sun can penetrate them from one year's end 
to the other, and the thick slimy mud pro- 
duces the fatal miasma, myriads of musguitoes, 
and a kind of large fly which darts its lance 
into the flesh and draws blood immediately. 
Here and there a break in the jungle shews 
the track of hippopotami, which in herds of 
eight or ten quite line the banks, and with 
flock after flock of pelicans, flamingoes, wild- 
ducks, and all kinds of sea fowl, keep the 
attention amply engaged, and afford excellent 
marks for expending powder and shot on. 

The foCowing day we were invited to a 
grand dinner by Senhor Morgado, and at about 
3 P.H. sat down to a table groaning under 
the good things of this world. Mountains of 
rice, roast pig, ducks, fowls, herons, mutton, 
beef, Tenisou, raised pies, calavances, spinach 
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and egga, were all crowded together, and 
twelve sat down to a dinner enough for a huQ' 
dred; and I was not a little surprised to see 
men, apparently suffering from a horrid fever, 
playing as good a stick as those in rude 
health. A short life and a merry one seems 
to be their creed, and few of them erer return 
to their own country. However, on this occa- 
sion, we followed their example, and did 
ample justice to the hospitality of our host. 

After dinner sundry complimentary toasts 
were drunk, and as I was considered the prin- 
cipal guest, the health of Senhor Bamardo 
and family was reserved for the last, accord- 
ing to the Portuguese custom. I had to 
return thanks, and be^ed, on the present 
occasion, to make an exception to the general 
rule, and drink the " Health and hospitality of 
Senhor Morgado," which was drunk with 
" broae," and each smashed his glass, except- 
ing ourselves, who thought it rather an eqoi- 
Tocal way of showing our gratitude. After 
much difficulty I managed to get away, all 
hands accompanying me to the beach, and 
expressing great regret that I was determined 
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to go. The wind was 80 light, that I did not 
get above half way down the liTer, and we all 
spent a most miserable night in the boats, 
crowded up with ducks and fowls, and idl 
kinds of stock, and the next daj, after much 
difficulty, we got on board about 2 fm., not 
at all the better for having rolled about in a 
heavy swell in the Well after our feasting. 

On May 22nd, we observed a vessel at 
anchor, and made all sail towards her, and 
soon perceived that she was at anchor in the 
Well, and I was forthwith despatched in the 
barge to find out all about her, and she 
proved to be the Amizade irom Mozambiqoe 
with passengers, amongst whom was my old 
friend Dr. Peters, on his way to Senna and 
Tete, and we were mutually delighted at 
meeting so unexpectedly. On the 25th he 
accompanied me down the river, intending to 
pay Captain Wyvill a visit, but after remain- 
ing at the Point all nighi, we found the bar 
too rough to attempt crossing; so leaving the 
barge in chaise of my brother, I took Peters 
to the town in the dingy, and returned to the 
Point in the night, ready to take advantage of 
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the lEmd breeze in the morning, wliich enabled 
me to get outude; but it 'was raining bo hard, 
that Uiey did not perceire me from the ship 
mitil within a mile of her. 

About Quillimane aud Luabo, and indeed 
in all the Pcnrtugueae posaeaaiona on the coast, 
are numbers of Colonoa, or free blacks, who 
hire themaelres out as wood-cutters, machila- 
bearers, or labourers, and such is the degraded 
state of society that these meo are taunted bj 
the slares as having no white man to look after 
them, and see them righted when oppressed. 
They are kept in subjection by a yery aevere 
and separate code of laws, and if they break 
or injure anything \hich they cannot pay for 
they become slaves. After the death of Morae^ 
Azredo's father-in-law, who was a rery severe 
master, no less than eighty slaves, who had 
deserted and escaped into the interior, returned 
to the estate and resumed their work, prefer- 
ring slavery to tiie iron rale of the chiefs of 
ibm own colour: others come frequently to 
sell themselves, and to buy them is the greatest 
boon a good master can bestow, and their price 
is from three to five pieces of douty or dungaree. 
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Azredo relates an anecdote of a man vho 
day after day had been importunmg him to 
take him as a slave, and, vhen he found that he 
could not get rid of his freedom by fair means, 
he watched the opportunity whilst Azvedo's 
little boy was walking in the garden with his 
nurse and tore the diild's frock, which created 
a great hubbub and noise, . and the father run- 
ning out found his son dreadfully frightened 
and the black rolling in the dirt according to 
the custom of his country. Embracing bis 
feet he cried out, that as he had refused to 
buy him, he had torn his child's frm^k, and 
baring nothing to pay for it he was his slave 
by the law of the country; so seeing he was so 
determined he gave him his clouty, and he has 
worked away steadily ever since. 

Amongst the passengers in the brig was a 
man named Villa Real, who had originally got 
a passage to Quillimane at the Government 
expense, for (as he himself describes it) merely 
giving a man a friendly punch in the stomach 
when he had unfortunately, by pure accident, 
a email knife in his hand. He has now amassed 
a small fortune by slave-dealing, like many 



N Google 



TRAFFIC IN 8LATE3. 145 

others here, and such are the kind of people 
one meets, and many a mnrdereT receires a 
stranger vith a poUte bov and shake of the 
hand. 

It was supposed that ^he death of Rom&B 
an<J HoraeB, the two capitalists of Quillimane, 
and the life and soul of the slaTe trade, would 
reduce this horrid traffic as there are no others 
who could run so great a risk ; but I see no 
reason to suppose that it is at all decreasing, 
nor will it, until the goremors and officers of 
the customs hare a sufficient salary to induce 
them to act honestly. 

On June I2th Alexander started in-charge 
of the pinnace for Quillimane, accompanied by 
Parker, CHagan, and Jago, but before reach- 
ing the bar a sail hore in sight and they 
boarded her. We anchored, and before day- 
light I started in the cutter and ran down 
to the stranger, whom I found anchored on the 
bar with the pinnace astern, both of them 
rolling most awfully; and a miserable night 
they must have had of it. The brig was the 
Bomingo Cardoza, alias Biscoito, from Mozam- 
bique, and never did I see such an old clum- 
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bungy; so leakj that the pumps vere con- 
stautlj going. Not a rope vsa in her that was 
not &gged out or knotted in aereral places; 
her sails vere so rotten and full of holes that 
they were a&aid to set them; and ehe was 
hding in a heavy sea with a more thaa 
half-worD coU cable. How these fellows 
escape I know not! She was commanded 
by the Commissaire of the Gentil, and I 
learnt from him that the GoTemor-Qeneral 
'vas to leave Mozambique for Lorenzo Macques 
DD the 15th, on reporting which to the Captain 
be recalled the pinnace and started for Mozam- 
bique, where we arrived on the 19th, and 
found that the Cteneral was eipected on the 
Isl of August, having left on the dth instant. 

One evening a grand ball waa given by Cap- 
tain Chavres and Senhor Dolphin Oliveria, it 
being the first anniversary of their wedding-day. 
Captain Wyvill's invitation amused us much, 
it commenced thus : " Monsieur, j'ai ITionneur 
Tons iuviter prendre une tasse du th^ chez moi, 
avec votre corporation, 4c." Every body went 
but the Captain and myseli^ and returned on 
hoaxA &om a very tame afiair, tired and dis- 
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Batisfied, and we sailed in the momiiig crowded 
up with bullocks and all kinds of stock. 

On the Ist July, being off Quillimane, we 
espied and made all sail towards a stranger, 
which proved to be a Portuguese brig. I 
boarded her in the ^g and found her to be 
the Esperanza from Lisbon and Bio, bound to 
Quillimane, Mozambique, and Bombay. I 
ezamitted her papers and hold, and seeing 
nothing suspicious I gave them ample direc- 
tions for crossing the bar and returned on 
board. I learnt from her that she had been- 
boarded by the Bittern a few days before, 
which had driTen on shore and burnt a brig- 
antine, and had gone to the northward with a 
Brazihan vessel, supposed to be a prize. 

After this we stood to the southward, and 
on the evening of the Srd, being under all sail 
returning to the northward, observed a sail 
ahead; but the wind being light, and having 
no chance of commg up with her that night, 
we shortened sail tO'the topsails, trusting that 
she might not see us, and soon afler anchored 
in a calm. At four the next morning a breeze 
enabled us to make all sail, and at < 
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ire obeerred our fnend at anchor off Qnilli- 
mane, and vere soon rejoiced to see him make 
sail awaj from uB, and the wind falling light I 
iras sent avaj in the gallej to cot him off. 
and after a long and exciting chase boarded a 
fine brig faHj equipped for the slave trad% 
about half a mile irom the shore, and I very 
soon had her head toirards the ship under all 
sail All her crev had deserted but five, and 
she had no papers nor colours, and was loaded 
vith water, farinha, rice, and beans. Caswell 
and the Master came on board to surrey her, 
and Hxe prisoners were removed to the ship 
'who stood on in company with as, and in the 
evening I was left in charge to talte her to the 
anchorage off Quillimane. I found a capital 
chronometer, quadrant, spy-glass, and charts; 
and in the morning saw the ship standing 
towards me under all sail; but on a squall's 
clearing up, which had concealed her from me, 
I observed that she had hauled her wind and 
soon had the satisfaction of seeing her heave 
to with,a large barque in company, and I soon 
after anchored in company with them off 
Quillimane; but it was blowing too fresh to 
communicate. 
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In the liDing of the pilot's hat I foand a 
paper, signed by the brig's crew, and it ap- 
peared her name was the Zacette de Marco, 
and that her crew bad mutinied off Delagoa 
Bay and put the captain on shore, obliging 
the pilot to take her to QuiUimane against 
his vill. (I found out afterwards that they 
had murdered the captain and thrown him 
overboard.) Amongst his papers I found 
numbers of prints of our Saviour, the Yiigin 
Mary, and a host c^ siuats; — ^the following waa 
Underneath one of them: — 

"N". S.Ba Socorro 

" Elxm. Snr. Bispo. concede 40 dias de in- 
dulgce as todas as pessoas qt. diante desta 
imagem rezavera hum P N e che M N S." 
" Our Lady of Succour. 

"His Excellency the Bishop concedes 40 
days' indulgence to all persons who before this 
image shall recite one Pater Noater," &c. 

On the sixth we communicated with the 
ship, and I found that the barque was a prize 
named the Izabel fitted as a slarer, and I gave 
up charge of tbe brig to Lieutenant Caswell, 
who waa ordered to remain off Quillimane to 



N Google 



150 UB. hill's fifty pats 

watch that rirer, whilst we ran the coast np 
ftDd down for a fortnight. 

On Julj 7th, Alexander sailed for the 
pape, taking half the prisoners and two In- 
TaUds, and we sailed on a cruize, leaving tJbe 
brig alone in her glory, rolling most awfully ; 
end, after cmizing about the mouths of the 
Zambezi, returned to her on the 12th, when 
jDaswell came on boaM and told us that the 
@appho had airived the day before, with our 
{ate chaplain, the Reverend F. Or. Hill, and 
orders from the Admiralty to inquire into 
certain statements of his in' a pamphlet en- 
titled "Fifty Days on Board a Slaver;" and 
as she had gone to the northward we stood oil 
in that direction, and the next day feU in 
with her. Captain Hope came on board, 
bringing with him many welcome letters from 
home, which were the more acceptable from 
being unexpected. 

' We found, from the nature of the inquiry 
ordered to be instituted, that it was necessary 
to go to the Cape to meet Alexander, whose 
character, as well as those of more than one 
<i^cer, seemed to be indirectly attacked in this 
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reiy imperfect accotint of tlie capture and sab- 
seqaent liiBtory of the Progresso, which we got 
a copy of. Id the first place, it would strike one 
that the order to send the slaves belov the first 
night was unnecesaary, whereas it saved manj 
irom being wuhed overboard. In the next 
place, the fiftj deaths would appear to hare 
been caused hj suffocation after the order was 
given, whereas a dozen, if not more, dead bodies 
were seen some time before by the men who 
went down for water, and more than half tha 
number were in a state of stupid intoxication. 
The next thing that struck us was the mention 
of Azvedo's name, as one at variance with 
the Governor, and tw having given informa- 
tion. This we could not but consider aa a 
breach of trust, as all the official letters had 
been expressly worded to prevent our inform- 
ants' names from being brought before any 
authorities in whose power it might be to 
injure them. Oonsequently, I was sent to 
Quillimane to inform Azvedo that his name 
had been mentioned, and to put him on his 
guard, as well as to express Captain Wyvill's 
regret that it had happened. 
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On the 14th of Julj, I left in the barge 
with Parker and O'Hagan, and after a delight- 
ftd sail of three hours reached the town. I 
found Azredo at home, and ve were receiTed 
■with his usual heartj Trelcome ; and on inquir- 
ing for my friend Dr. Peters, I learnt that he 
was in the next room, slowly recovering from 
a dangerous fever; and there I found him, 
poor fellow! propped up with pillows and 
cushions, looking the mere shadow of what 
he had been, surrounded by the Governor and 
. principal people of Quillimane, most of whose 
lives he bad probably saved; and their atten- 
tion to him, and anxiety for his recovery, 
seemed to know no bounds. He had been 
some distance up the river, having started 
with a fever on him, which he had slighted 
and treated merely as a cold; but it increased 
so rapidly that he was in a very reduced state 
when they got him back to QuiUimane, where 
he met with every kindness and attention from 
his old patients. We immediately saw that 
his only hope of recovery wfta from a change 
of climate, and insisted on his accompanying 
us to the Cape; and, after a great deal of 
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persuasion from Dr. O'Hagan &□<! myself, he 
was at last convinced that it was his only 
chance, and I promised to remain a day for 
him to arrange his affairs. In the eTCning we 
had a large concourse of risitors, and amongst 
them the Captain and passengers of the brig 
Bsperanza, which I had boarded off the bar. 
I had a long conversation with the former on 
the slave trade, which he spoke of as a species 
of gambling, carried on only by persons of 
considerable property. For instance, a man 
with 400 contos of reis will risk 50 contos 
in the slave trade. If he succeeds, he doubles 
his fortune ; if he loses, he has enough left, 
I sent letters viA Bombay by this brig, and 
aa they arrived safely in Ekigltind, it did away 
with all suspicion of her being engaged in 
the slave trade. 

I must now add another page to the dread- 
ful horrors of slavery. The bark Julia, which 
I hare twice mentioned before, after sailing 
with 700 slaves, was eight days afterwards 
wrecked on the Bassas da India Rocks, when 
every soul perished except the Captain and 
three of the crew, who escaped to the Macuz^ 
H 3 
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in a small gig. The cmrent had drifted (hem 
dose to the breakers hefore they knew their 
danger, and they had barely time to get oat 
of her before she opened and went dovn. 

Thus, in the short space of six months, I 
have detailed the untimely end of 1,200 Ne- 
groes, by fire*, diseasef, and vreck;]; ; and the 
suffering they must haye endured -whilst being 
diiren from the interior must have thinned 
Considerably the original number; for fre- 
quently have I seen them, soon after their 
airiral at Quillimane, mere skeletons, vith 
death depicted in their countenances. 

I sav the schooner -on the beach : she was 
not coppered, and about ninety tons burden; 
and on board this -were 400 human beings 
crammed for a passage across the Atlantic 

It was said that Paulo Roderique, the 
Captain of the Defensiro, -was at Delagoa Bay 
or Inhamhau with a large brig, endearouring 
to get a cargo of slaves; and I -afterwards 
learnt from the boatswain of our prize, the 
Isabel, that the name of the brig was the 

* 300 bnmt in a baracoon. 
t 200 in Black eotooner. % 700 in Jiilia. 
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Lagunence, and that she was at lohambaa; 
and this information proved quite correct, as 
will be Been in the sequel. 

On the l6th I roused up the whole house at 
daybreak, being exceedingly annouB to get 
orer the bar, so as not to hare Dr. Peters in 
the boat all night. However, I could not 
get awaj under an hour, and lost the land- 
breeze before I was halfway down the river; 
and the sea-breeze setting in strong, I became 
very anxious, particularly when I found, on 
closing the bar, that it was breaking heavily 
across, which obliged me to anchor in a heavy 
swell for four hoars, which tried my poor 
patience very severely; but the breakers sub- 
siding with the flood tide, I . cracked on a 
heavy press of sail, and got on board by eight 
o'clock; and Captain Wyvill had his side- 
cabin prepared for Dr. Peters, who was much 
exhausted. Never did I feel greater satis- 
faction than when I saw him in a comfortable 
cot, and reflected that I had perhaps been an 
instrument in the hands of Providence for the 
preservation of a valuable life. 

The Oommanders of the Sappho and Bittern 
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■were on board Trhec I arriTed, and I learnt 
tluit the latter had been to Mokamba Baj 
with a brig under BrazUian colours, which she 
had detained off Quillimane, after driTing a 
hrigantine on shore. Her name was the Don 
Pedro; and, after much difficulty, she was 
found to be engaged in the slave trade by the 
Mixed Oommission at Sierra Leone — the man 
who was acting as steward proving to be the 
surgeon, having a considerable share in the 
voyage. The name of the hrigantine I found 
to be the Feliz. 

On the 17th, Caswell sailed in our prize 
brig for the coast of Madagascar, where ve 
had left oar guns; and on the 18th we 
weighed in company with the two brigs, 
and parted — the Bittern standing to north- 
ward, the Sappho ior the land, and the Cleo- 
patra for the Murderer's Reefs. On the 21st, 
I boarded the Minerva, an American whaler, 
who "guessed" he had seen a suspicious-looking 
barque off Luabo, under French colours, the 
day before we captured the Isabel, which 
proved to be one and the same veE«el. On 
the 29th we anchored in seventaen fathoms, 
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on the coast of Madagascar, abont three milea 
from the land, in lat. 22° 30' South, and, as it 
subseqaentlj proved, about four or fire miles 
to the northward of the reef vhere we had 
grounded and thrown our guns orerboard; 
and at daylight on the following morning ^e 
boats were sent, manned and armed, in charge 
of Lieutenant Norman, in search of the spot ; 
but on that and the following evening the 
boats returned after a fruitless search. 

On the 1 st of August the boats left as before, 
and the carpenters were set to work to make 
two frames for glasses to examine the bottom ; 
and the Captain went in the galley to try to 
catch a black fellow to shew us where the guns 
were, and chased a canoe which made for the 
shore, and, on landing, it required consider- 
able coaxing and amicable signs to induce the 
savages to approach, and they then could not 
make themselves understood, although evi- 
dently well aware of the late treacherous 
attack of their countrymeu. In the mean- 
time a small boat was sent with glasses, and 
no soouer was one of them placed in the 
vater, than the pinnace was found to be an- 



N Google 



158 ATrmpTTO 

chored over the lost cable, which was a Boxirce 
of great satis&ction to us, as we knew that 
the guns could not be far off, and a boat was 
left there all night. In the morning all the 
boats conunenced searching for the guns with 
three glasses, which, fii^m their great simplicity 
and usefulness, should be made in every ship. 
This is done by constructing a frame, the bottom 
of which is a square of glass, and on the top, 
which is rather tapered, is a cover with a round 
hole of about three inches in diameter; and 
with this the small objects at the bottom may 
be diacovered. About 7 am. Parker espied 
bits of old nippers, &c., and soon after one of 
the eight-inch guns, which we immediately 
buoyed ; and the barge and pinnace were 
lashed together with strong oak planks, and 
shears were erected, plumbing the centre of 
the opening between them, and with the 
assistance of three men, who were fortu- 
nately good divera, Norman succeeded in 
getting it into the pinnace, and bringing it 
on board. 

On the following day we made an attempt 
to reach the other guns, but a heavy ground- 
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'Bwell was setting in, and the vhole line of 
coast was one complete sheet of foam, widi 
erident s7mptoniB of an approaching gate; 
consequently we got the boats in and pre- 
pared for sea. On Sunday and Monday the 
svell increased, and we were rolling the main 
deck guns under, the wind being nearly along 
^ore ; and in the ereniog of the latter day 
it 80 increased that the Captain deemed it 
prudent to weigh, which we did in good style, 
working the capstans separately with two 
messengers. 

On Tuesday, August 8th, after being 
nearly becalmed all night, the boats were 
despatched at daylight, in my charge— the 
master preceding me in the g^ey; and, 
after a pull and sail of thirty miles, we found 
the cask which had been left as a buoy orer 
the stream anchor, and soon had our boats 
moored orer the eight-inch gun, with the 
shears rigged, and, after three narrow escapes 
of losing it by the slipping of the strops, &c., 
I bad the satisfaction of lodging it safely in 
the bottom of the pinnace. We then took 
hidf an hour to dinner, and got orer the 
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thirty-two pounder, vhicTi gave me much 
auxiety acd trouble, as ve cotild'just see the 
neck-ring sticking out of the coral, the rest of' 
the gun being completely buried. 

I wae on the point of giving it up for the night, 
the 6UU being just on the horizon. I had sent 
a cutter to the ship for the raiu-avnings and 
the lump vith the anchor and chain, when I 
offered, as a forlorn hope, ' five dollars' reward 
to any man who would dive and reeve a piece 
of three-yam nettle-stuff through a small hole 
which they had dug with a marlinespike. 
A young fellow named KJrkaldie dived, and 
succeeded. I married the end to a length of 
two-inch, coaxed it through the neck-ring, and 
up came the gun with a good hearty song 
from our lads, who were so pleased that they 
disdained the slow process of heaving it up 
with the windlass. At 7 h. 30 m. we got 
alongside, and soon saw our barkers in their 
old places, after a day's work that every 
one of us will long remember. The ship 
had stood in during the day, and anchored, 
and we remained until the following morning, 
hoping that Caswell would make his appear- 
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aDce in our prize, for which we began to feel 
some little aazietj. 

Daring our stay here we had seen a few 
canoee in shore, bnt they appeared anxious to 
avoid any communication with as. At low 
water the reefs are quite dry, and form a 
lagoon, about a mile or a mile and a-hatf 
wide, which seems to extend all along the 
coast, rendering it safe for the natires to 
work up and down in their smallest canoes 
to gather I'oseille, a kind of moss, which 
produces a beautiful scarlet dye, and is ah 
article of great trade between Tallear and St. 
Augustine's Bay and the Mauritius. 

On Friday, August 9th, we sailed fi*om 
Murderer's reefs with lighter hearts and more 
pleasing anticipations than when, four months 
before, we were surrounded by our dead and 
dying shipmates, with a part of oar armament 
destroyed, and great doubt as to the amount, 
of injury sustained by the ship. On the fol- 
day, we anchored in St. Augustine's Bay, and 
remained three days to water and get fresh 
prorisiona. Prince Willie pretended to be 
very indignant at the treacherous attack of 
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King Baba, and told some of the officers 
that lie had three bullocks and two female 
slaves, vhich he had taken from the enemj, 
and intended them for Captain "WyvilL 

On the 24th of August, after a famous pas- 
sage, we anchored in Simon's Baj, and found 
there the Comwallis, Winchester, Isis, Conway, 
and Tbvmderbolt, and in a few days we heard 
that our prize barque, the Isabel, had been 
wrecked in Algoa Bay, and on September 
13th Alexander and his crew joined, baring 
lost their kits. Several men were severely 
bruised, but fortunately no lives were lost. 
As soon aa the vessel struck, her kee! remfdned 
fixed, and her whole upper works parted and 
drove on the beach. She was old and rotten, 
and built with spike nails instead of bolts. 

On the 11 th the Bittern arrived, and gave us 
the welcome intelligence of the safety of our 
jrize brig, which had left St. Augustine's Bay 
before them, and she arrived safely on the 
16th. Both vessels were condemned in the 
Admiralty Court, the brig having no papers, 
and those of the barque being false. 
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LAROtS EXFOUT of BLAVBS. NATIVES OF THE ZOtTLIT 

COUNTRY. lUHINENT DANOER OF A FORTUOUESE 

BBIC. — HIPPOPOTAMnS POINT. — AN OLD FIUEND.— 

SOABD THE JVATO ADELAIDE. INTERriEW AKD 

DINNER WITH THE OOrEBNOR OF MAJUNOA. ALEX- 
ANDER'S IrHIBKBRS. — THE OOTEBNOE'S ODABD. — HIS 
DRESS. — PUNIBHHENT OF A ODLFRIT. — THE QUEEN OV 
UAJUNOA.— RELiaiON OF THE NATIrES. — BUSPICIOUS 

' CRDIZBR. — BORSA BORSA.— INTERTIBW WITH XHB 

MEW OOTERMOR OF QniLLlMANB. CAPTURE OF A, 

SLATE BRIO. 

Oh the 20th of October, we anchored 
cff Qtulltmaiie, and on the 2lBt, Park» 
and m^sel^ took the boats ap to the tovo, 
There we turired about 11. a.m., and the 
house of our kind friend, Azredo, was soon 
crowded with all the inhabitants to congratidate 
Dr. Peters on hia recovery and improyed ap- 
pearance. On oiu* way np the river I boarded 
the American brigantine. Porpoise, and the 
boat's crew recognized two of the men who 
had belonged to our prize, the Defensivo : she 
had also as passengers, bound to Rio, Paolo 
Roderlqoe, the captain of the said Defenslvo, 
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and Tavaces a slave-agent, to vhom our prize, 
the Isabel, had been consigned. I leamt that 
since our departure in July, Paido Roderique 
had been yery actire in shipping slaves 
at Inhambau, and Delagoa Baj, having 
succeeded in getting off two vessels vith 
500 and 600 from the former place, and 
one with 400 from the latter. The first 
two of the above mentioned, are the 
Lagunence, reported by the boatswain of the 
Isabel as being on the coast, and the Kentucky, 
the same brig that was off the town of QuiUi- 
mane with the Anna, both under American 
colours. The latter we captured off Luabo, 
fully equipped for the slave trade. 

Off the town I found a rakish-looking 
Portuguese brig, called the Juavo Adelaide, 
late the Auriente, and before that the Ameri- 
can clipper, Columbia. Her captain requested 
ine to visit her, and tell him if there was any- 
thing on board likely to get him into a scrape. 
I found that she was in ballast, and fitted 
for passengers, amongst whom were all the 
slave agents but one, who merely remaius to 
collect some money, and has written to his em- 
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plo/era to saj, that it ia imposaible to carry 
on the trade, irhilst the coast is so 'well guarded. 
At a Bubseqaent period, I learnt that this brig 
bad been purchased at Angola, by a Major 
Oampos, vho came to Quillimane for the 
ostensible porpose of agriculture, but he soon 
died of fever in a hut, after purchasing a num- 
ber of slaves for exportation ; and no doubt 
this very brig vonld bare made a run, had we 
not been on the coast. 

The whole of the interior was overrun by a 
tribe from the Zoulu country, in the neighbour- 
hood of Belagoa Bay, called by the different 
names of Vatuas, Landins, or Mapazetas : they 
are represented as being exceedingly cruel, de- 
stroying every thing in their way, and giving 
no quarter to man, woman, or child; still their 
object does not appear the forming any new 
settlement, and they remain quiet for three or 
four years, and then destroy the whole face of 
the country with fire and arrows. Their 
present irruptions seem to have been caused by 
the Boers from Natal having taken possession 
of their land, and driven them amongst the 
tribes in the neighbourhood of the Portuguese 
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posBessioDB, vriack can hardly be called safe 
from their ravages. Even a fev miles from the 
forts {ao caBed), the soldiers Id these are for 
the most p^ composed of tribes vho consido' 
the Landins invulnerable, and never attempt to 
stand before them, and the very tew Europeans 
amongst them are convicts from Lisbon, -worn 
out by disease and debased by crime. 

I took the water-casks up with me, but 
finding the water very bad at the town, I sent 
the boats up a branch of the river, named 
the Licuara ; but they could not ascend fiw 
enough in one day, and returned unsuccessful ; so 
I filled up with the best I could get, and made 
several attempts to get out to the ship, but found 
the bar impassable, and on the 25th I went 
on board the Portuguese brig, which bad 
dropped down the river and was getting under 
weigh with a light wind, a heavy swell, and a 
strong ebb tide. I offered my assistance which 
was declined, and ten minutes afterwards, she 
was in one of the most awful predicaments a 
ship ever escaped from. The current had set 
her into the midst of the breakers, one of 
which struck her on her broadside, making a 
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dean breach orer her, as high as the tops. 
Every thing vas Iq the greatest confusioh on 
board, sails flying in all directions, some up, 
others half np or down, and to complete the 
folly of the thing, down vent the anchor, Thich 
brought her head on to the current, and stem 
to the breakers, one of which pooped her, un- 
shipped and broke her rudder, and started the 
whole of the stem trame. Tbey then managed 
to weigh, and drifted into deep water, where 
they anchored. 

All this occurred in less time tiian I have been 
writing it, and while I was pulling round the 
breakers as hard as I could, with the hope 
of saving some of their lives, I felt con- 
vinced that she must have goue to pieces. 
When I got on her deck they had not recovered 
from their fright, and all looked as pale as 
ghosts, excepting the Captain, who seemed to 
be the only man on board with his wits about 
him, and he told me that his men were all petri- 
fied, and had dropped on their knees to pray the 
moment the brig strack. The pilot, through 
whose ignorance the disaster had occurred, 
came up to me in the most polite way, and 
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offered to talcc mj boat to the ship, by a very 
safe pasaoffe. Nice diBtnterested joung man. 
He had that tnoming told me that it was not 
safe to attempt the bar ; but now that his own 
launch had broken adrift from the stem of the 
brig, and was cutting all ,kinds of capers in the 
breakei-s, be wanted me to pick ber up ; but 
finding that I did not wish to be under an 
obligation to bim, be sent his slaves out in a 
cockle-shell of a thing, against which proceed- 
ing I strongly but unsuccessfully protested, 
nerer expecting to see them again. However 
poor darkie went, and man^d to reach the 
launch and bring her in with the flood-tide, 
but lost the cockle-sbell. 

I remained on board the Img until half-flood, 
■when we steered her in with a boat on each 
qtiarter, Parker taking the helm of the pinnace, 
and I that of the barge, and it was with the 
utmost difficulty that I persuaded them to make 
sufficient sail to weather a eand bank, and even 
as it was, a breaker curled up close to the stem 
of the barge. Leaving her at Hippopotamus 
Point, I took the Captain and Azredo's brother 
to the town, dined there, had a long chat with 
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Dr. Peters, and Teturoed to the Point in the 
night. The following morning at dajlight, I 
got over a smooth bar, and imiTed on board, 
baring been absent six dajB, heartily tired of 
sleeping in the boat^ vhere anxiety and hard 
boards soon knocks one np. One night I 
started up about 2. x. m., declared it 'was day- 
light, and got under veigh, much to the dis- 
comfort of all hands, and had to anchor again 
for seToral hoars ; all this in boats loaded irith 
stock, -water, fruit, kc, with a dangerous bar 
staring one in the face, is anything but agree- 
able, and requires a constitution of iron. 

The Helena had sailed for Zanzibar during 
oar absence, and I vas much disappointed at 
not seeing more of my old friend and messmate, 
Charles Forsyth, vhom I had just time to shake 
by the hand the day we anchored, when he 
came on board, after boarding our old friend 
the Domingo Cardoza from Mozambique. By 
her we were all much concerned to hear of the 
deaths of Moraes, the secretary, and Oardoza, 
the collector of customs. The former waa 
universally esteemed as a most upright and 
just person, and to the latter's hospitality we 
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were indebted for three or foar days' amuBement 
at Oarba^ira. 

We learnt from the Helena that she had 
taken the GoTemor-General to Mozambique, 
from Sofala, 'vhere he had been vrecked in 
the Ca9adore, a small brig, and had written 
to the Goremorof QuiUimane to ask the aaais* 
tance of the first English man-of-war that 
touched there. Poor old man, at his time of 
life, he ought to be qoietlj at home with a 
•wife to take care of him, instead of cruising 
about amongst musquitoes and miasma, in a 
rotten old brig. So much for being an old 
batchelorl 

We continaed cruising betweoi Luabo and 
the Macaz€, without seeing anything imtil the 
evening of November 8th, when about 9 p.m. I 
was packed off in a great hurry to board a brig, 
which proved to be the Domingo Cardoza from 
Quillimane once more. The old brutel many a 
chase has she given us, and such a thing in the 
shape of a vessel you never saw. She is like a 
coffin rose upon, and her channels are so -dme 
to the water that it requires not a little care 
to keep from tmder them. Her quarters are 
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OTerhmig vith chairs and tables the property 
of the Banyan passengers, vho alvajs carry 
their all with them. Thia splendid specimen of 
African ship-building is generally called the 
Biscoito, from the number of little leaks all 
OTer her, and a stream of clear water is coit> 
tinnaUy rtuming from her pnmps. 

On November the 10th, we obserred tha 
JuaVo Adelaide coming oat of the river, and 
in the night I boarded her, and found that she 
had got a new rudder, the iron work of which 
had been made by a slave of Azvedo's, whose 
brother I found on board ill with the fever, 
and sent the boat back for O'Hagan, -who 
returned with Piers, and gave him some medi- 
cine. I learnt that Br, Peters and the Qoveis 
nor had started for Senna on the 8th. 

The following day the Bittern arrived from 
the Cape, and we remained at anchor together 
for two days, when she sailed for Inhamban, 
in consequence of the information I had re- 
ceived at Quillimane: much to our regret, 
Norman went in the brig, for in him we 
lost a worthy and cheerful messmate. 

On the 16th, I boarded the Portuguese 
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brig-of-war DoQ Jtian de Oastro, four days 
from Mozambique, on her way to Sofala for 
the stores and masts of the Ca9adore; and 
as she was to remain on the coast for some 
time, Captain "Wyrill thoaght it a good oppor- 
tnnitj to complete oar vater, and ve ma<fe 
sail for Majimga, where we arriTed on the 
22nd. We found at anchor here, the French 
corvette Zel^ and learnt from her that a 
French squadron, consisting of a line of battle 
ship, two steamers, and other vessels, had 
lately arriyed at Nos Beh ; and indeed their 
morements in these parts look very suspicious, 
for during her stay the corvette's boats were 
constantly sounding the anchorage, and making 
a careM survey of the whole place. 

Caswell and myself were sent on shore to 
wait on the Governor and ascertain the facili- 
ties for watering: we were accompanied by 
Mamoudjee, who acted as interpreter, and on 
arriving at the gate of the fort, found it 
guarded as before, with a sentry on each sidei 
their muskets meeting in the centre, so as to 
lock the bayonets which were not with- 
di-awn, until permission was sent down from 
- the Governor. We were received with a 
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guard as before, "eupporting amiB," and, 
approaching the Qovernor hat in hand, were 
received 'vith a heart; shake hj the hand, and 
a jsign to sit dovn. Caswell took the post of 
honour next to the Governor, and the inter- 
preter sat opposite to us, about twelve officers 
ranging themeelves in a half circle, dressed in 
their red coats and buttoned up to the chin. 
They seemed to have had a fresh import- 
ation irom America lately, eagles, Massachu- 
setts, and no end to States, figuring on their 
buttons. 

The Governor commenced asking numerous 
questions, which Mamoudjee interpreted in 
the following style: — "The Governor, he ask 
how the captain been, and how all the 
officers been, since the ship been here lastl 
How many places the ship go to, and what 
the news from all those places 1" Eleven places 
were eniunerated, which made them open their 
eyes. We told them of our disaster at Mur- 
derer's reefe, and the Governor expressed him- 
self very sorry, but had no idea of the locality, 
and could not enlighten ua as to who the peo- 
ple were. "AH he could say was, that they 
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Trere not 0^88, but a race who ■would take a 
life for a pot^t handkerchief. 

We preseii.ted the captain's compliments, 
and offered to salute the Goveraor, if he would 
retom it, and invited him to go on board. 
TioB, however, I understand, is out of his 
power, not only being against the orders of the 
Qneen, but because also he is surrounded hy 
spies and people, who, they fear, might take 
possession of the fort. 

As soon as he found that we wanted twenty 
bullocks, the Governor invited the captain, 
Caswdil, and myself to dinner on the following 
day at eleven o'clock, whidi we accepted; and 
after discussing a bottle of diampagne, wa 
retired with the same honours, and on my why 
down I paid my friend the colonel a visi^ 
whom I found laid np with the fever. 

We found two wells near the beach, with 
good water; hnt they were so choked up with 
mud and stones, that the engine pumped them 
dry in a few minutes, and we were nearly 
starting for Nos Beh, when, on digging down • 
abont two feet, we came to a fine spring which 
enabled ns to get forty tons a day. 
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About half-paet eleven we started for the 
fort, haring been detuned bj a shower, and 
arriTed aboat noon. The party consisted of 
the captain, Caswell, Alexander, Piers, O'Hagan, 
Marsh, and mjself, and I was very aorry 
that I could not persnade Jack to go. Wo 
were received with the same honoiu^ as before, 
and the Governor and Captain were soon " hafl 
fellow well met." The table was laid with a 
length of bed-ticking for a doth, and a veij 
good set of the old fashioned stone china, with 
deep oval dishes. In about a quarter of an 
hour, during which we had been seated accord- 
ing to our ranks, a large dish of rice was 
brought in covered with a white cloth, fol- 
lowed by a dish of curried fowl, which waa 
seiTved all round H la soup, and very good it 
was. Up and down the centre of the table 
were numerous black bottles, which proved to 
be excellent tAustrj brandy, and we had to 
drink it all dinner time, mixing it with water. 
The curry being removed, they brought in roaa^ 
herons, and wild duck with spinach, and th 
kernel of the cashfw-nut Ed;ewed as a vege 
table. Behind each guest was a Sacalava girl 
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Tiih a &Q to keep the flies off: their features 
are rather good, with hair of the fnzzly sort, 
between silk and wool, and apparently rerj 
populous, affording them ample employment 
for their nails ; and mj njmph appeared to 
tickle XDj ear, and go as near to my nose aa 
possible, without touching it, to drire awaj 
the flies. 

The Malagache part of the company ex- 
pressed great admiration for Aieiander's 
large bushy whiskers, and his neighbour kept 
continually feeling them, and declared, that 
could the Queen see him, he would be a 
great favourite. My right band friend said to 
me: — "How he get waistcoats all the same 
dat : he shave plenty too muchi me hke waist- 
coats very much all the same dat." All eyes 
were flxed on poor Alec, and we bad a 
hearty laugh, and he nearly blushed. After 
sitting for about an hour after dinner, we 
retired to the top of the house, which com- 
mands rather a pretty prospect. The guard 
were drawn up in the square under us, and I 
inquired how many soldiers the Govemor 
had under his command, and was told that 
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there were about 3,500 in the neighbour- 
hood. 

They are fine-looking men, and vith their 
dart skins and white ■waistcloths loot verj 
picturesque. Thej are all armed vith muskets 
tmd spears: the latter they plant in a line 
before them, and go through their drill with 
tie English word of command. We expressed 
a wish to see thenL put through their facings, 
and after sundry lame attempts, all they could 
get through was shoulder and order arms : they 
gave the ■word " Rear rank, take close order," 
Then they were already closed up, and vice 
versd; plainly showing that their fine English 
"word of command was all parrot work. How- 
ever, they are not at all to be despised. 

On the Monday, we commenced watering at 
4 AM., but heavy rains ohUged as to leave off 
early in the afternoon. However, we got off 
eight of the bullocks, writing of which reminds 
me that the Qovemor, after dinner on Satur- 
day, when he thought our hearts were open 
with his good cheer, tried to get the captain 
to give twelve, instead of ten dollars for each 
bullock, in which of course he was foiled^ 
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tmniiig the langh agalnat himself If he had 
Bucceeded, he would hare deserved credit for 
making ns pay for our dinnerB. 

Od Taesdaj, we completed our water and 
bullocks, and sailed the next daj ; but I must 
tell yon a little more about this extraordinary 
people, before I get orer again to our old ends- 
ing ground. On Snnday, we strolled about, and 
called on the GoTemor, who receiyed na in an 
upstairs room, with open lattice work on each 
aide, making it delightfully cool and pleasant 
Here we discussed tiie exorbitant prices of 
fowls, rice, geese, and a bottle of Champagne, 
and his sable Excellency wanted rery much to 
know if the captain and officers had any gold 
lace, epaulettes, or coats to sell, and he wanted 
one Tery large pair of epaulettes for grand 
occasions. He was dressed in a fustian shooting 
coat, nankin trousers, and a carpet cap, and 
is not at all a bad-looking man. 

Whilst choosing the bullocks, one of the 
muinra complained to me that one of the 
natives had stolen twenty-four handkerchiefe 
bdonging to Alexander, and that one of the 
vomm knew the thief. I immediately told 
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Mamoodjee that unless the thief vaa foond, 
and the property restored, I voold hare no 
more to do vith him. Aceordinglj, Boldiera 
vere sent in all directions, and soon brought 
back the stolen goods and the culprit, who 
vas a poor miserable diseased creature, coTeied 
vith crav crav, and I certainly was not at all 
pr^u«d to see him suffer bo serereilj for his 
pilfering. 

Arabs, Banyans, Boldiers, and Malagaches 
got hold of some instroment of punish- 
ment ; cows' tails, strips of the palm leaf 
knotted, ropes' ends, and sticks were in great 
requisition, and used most unmercifully on 
the body of the fdmost naked wretch, as be 
was dragged to a post, and seized up by the 
hvids, bleeding at the mouth, and crying most 
piteously, and I really thought they intended 
to beat the poor devil to death, and interfered, 
saying, that he had suffered enough and wag 
"plenty sick;" but they said nobody dared 
let him go but myself so I seized a clasp 
knife, and cat the seizings, telling him to be 
off and steal no more. 

Soon after, the CIoTemor came down with his 
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suite, and hearing what had happened, sent the 
culprit to the fort; and from what I heard I 
mach feared thej woidd cut his head off, so 
Lyall, and myself earnestly begged the Qo- 
Temor to let him off; but he said the law mnst 
be carried into execution, promising, howerer, 
to convey oar request to the Queen. On a 
subseqaent visit, I fouud that the man died in 
the fort 

The Queen, they say, leads a most extrava- 
gant life, residing in a palace said to be of sil- 
ver; but the truth I believe ia, that it is a small 
place built by Radama, and thinly coated 
with silver. Her present favourite and prime 
minister is a sworn brother of the Governor of 
Majunga, they having cut each others' breasts, 
and tasted the blood ; and after going through 
this ceremony, they risk life and everything 
else for each other. The heir to the throne is 
a lad about fifteen, and is about to make a 
tour round all the different Ova forts and 
possessions. A house has been built at Tenene- 
rivo, twelve stories high, for which they have 
sent for lai^ chandeliers from England or 
France. 
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I could find out Tery little about their re- 
ligion. Tliej admit the existence of a God, but 
seem to have very little idea of a future state. 
At one time, the missionaries made great pro- 
gress; but claiming too many privileges for 
their converts, Christianity was forbidden under 
pain of death by the present Queen and her 
advisers. Many of the people still talk of Mr. 
Griffiths, who wrote a book in their language 
and seemsi to have been a great favourite 
amongst them. Their soldiers have no pay, 
and when sick there is no hospital. The punish- 
ment for desertion is burning. 

The morals of these people are at the 
lowest possible ebb; still they have some 
redeeming points; and howerer much they 
may endeavour to cheat in making a bar- 
gain, their hospitality, when once under their 
roof, is unbounded. I overheard an old 
sailor say, that they were never better treated 
in their lives; "for if you goes into their 
houses they axes you to sit down, and take 
the best they have, and that's more than 
they would do for you at Portsmouth or Ply- 
mouth, without making you pay." Just before 
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I went ofif to the sliip, I sold mj old coat for 
a bullock. 

They h&ve a great trade vith tiie Ame- 
ricans, in hides and ebony. Marks, the 
American agent, ships annoallj 15,000 at a 
dollar each, for which they get three dollars in 
the States. 

On NoTembor 27 we left Bembatooka Bay, 
and on the 1st of December were standing 
into Mozambique with a fair wind, and made 
so certain of being at anchor within the hour, 
that divine serrice was not performed; but on 
nearing the shore a strong current set ns to 
the southward; and although nnder a heavy 
press of sail, going nine knots, we could not 
gain an inch, and tiie following morning shaped 
a course for Qnillunane, where we arrived on 
the 5th, and boarded a smidl schooner front 
Mozambique, laden with lime. Alexander 
thinking her soE^icious, I was sent to examine 
her papers, and found her comnumded by an 
old acquaintance of mine, named Grafaa, who 
once paid me the compliment of wishing every 
Englishman hot myself at the bottom of liie 
H«d8ea. 
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The fijlloTing day I dined with the cap- 
tain, and Tolimtered mj serrices to go up 
to the town for stock and infonDatdon ; comae' 
qnently, accompanied by Parker and O'H^^an, 
I went on board the schooner on the 7th, and 
made sail about II A.H. for the bar, with a 
fine fair wind; but one little craft, being no 
dipper, made but little progress, and the hot 
tropical sun made us very thirsty, so we soon 
had recourse to a hmaper well stored with 
beer, porter, nnn, and a round of beef, the 
^ects of which were soon visible on Senhor 
Gra^a, who began to see doable, and kept 
continually shouting, " Horsa, horsa," (Lufl^ 
lufiF) ; and in three minutes we should hare 
been in the breakers, and reduced to ranishing 
firactions, had I not made signals to the old 
omtre-maitre, who was at the helm, and 
piloted her in myself. My friend Horsa, hor- 
sa, soon lost his equilibrium, and remained 
kore de combai until late in the CTening, when 
we anchored off the town, and I found, much 
to my regret, that our Mend Azredo was gone 
into the interior for fifteen days. 

However, I landed, and had a palaTcr with his 
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blacka, and called on the old Qovemor, who had 
just returned from Chiponga, haring been rer 
called from his GoTemment, and superseded. 
From him I learnt the welcome intelligence that 
017 fnend Dr. Peters had arrived at Senna, in 
safety, and had started for Tete in good health. 
HaTing no oflfer of beds, I returned to the 
schooner, and we pigged it out in the least 
miserable way we could. 

In the morning, Senhor Isidore, the collec- 
tor of the customs, came on board, and begged 
us to take up our abode at his house, in the 
absence of our friend, which kind iuvitation 
we gladly accepted; but previous to going 
there, paid the new Governor, Manuel Ahreu 
Madeira, a visit. We found him laid up in his 
bed with a severe fever, and exceedingly low ; 
and very fortunately O'Hagan had taken up 
medicines with him, and undertook to set him 
on his legs again. We then breakfasted at 
Senhor Isidore's, who received us most hos- 
pitably, and made us quite at home, sending 
his blacks to wash our clothes and provide for 
all our wants. 

In the evening, I went alone to see the 
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GoTcmor, and found that he had not taken 
the medicine we had sent him, fearing that 
it might hare passed through the hands of some 
of the Portuguese, whose good will towards 
him he much doubted from hia aroved in- 
tention of suppressing the Slare Trade; but 
on my assuring him that Dr. O'Hagan had 
brought it from the ship and mixed it him- 
self, he took it ; and the good effects were 
quite visible the next day, when I called and 
had a long conTersation with him respecting 
the slare trade, which be professed to abomi- 
nate, and determined to use all his power to 
stop, at Quillimane. I assured him that 
Captain Wyvill was most anxious to co-ope- 
rate with the Portuguese authorities, and 
afford him the assistance of Her Majesty's 
ships under his command : howerer, he was 
so weak, that the doctor forbid him to talk 
and excite himself. 

On calling on my old acquaintance Said 
Hamza, he seemed much hurt that I had not 
paid him a visit on the day of my arrival, 
saying, "What for, my friend, no come see me 
■when I got something good to tell himV- 
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This speech, -vilii a little mjstery in his 
manner, soon made me sospect that he vished 
me to meet ^lim half way — in fact, to offer 
him a bribe. In tiie meantime, an Arab came 
in, looking as if he was airaid that erery 
piece of fiimiture in the room was going to 
spring up in testimony against him, — ^winking 
his eje, waving his hand, and begging me not 
to split on him if he told me something. He 
thtin asked me how much I would gire him, 
and if I wotdd get him a passage to Mozom- 
biqne on his informing me how I coohl get 
hold of a slave. Howerer, I forbore to coot- 
promise myself with him, and took it reiy 
coolly, plainly seeing that his and Said Hamza's 
were one and the same story ; and after a littla 
beating about the bosh with the latter, I mads 
an agreement 

And now I learnt that, fifteen days before 
800 slaves had marched fix)m QuUlimane 
for the River Mariangombe, off which was 
a brig at andior waiting to ship them by 
means of a dow, which had been taken as a 
smuggler by the late Governor, and afterwards 
released and hired for this purpose. The 
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captain of her had only left the tovn four 
dajs. Fortunately a brig was to sail the 
next mommg for Inhamban, and I wrote a 
few lines by her to Captain Wyvill, who im- 
mediately on the receipt of my letter, got 
. under weigh, and on the morning of the 13t& 
discovered the brig at uichor off Maiian- 
gombe, and drore her on shore with 420 slares 
on board, the ptuiicalars of which I will relate 
in a fdtore page. 
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EXCITSalON IRTO THR INTERIOR. — ESTABLISHHENT OF 

MOROADO. — A DINNEH WITH HIM DEBCSIBED. RB- 

SOUBCES OP THE COnNTRY. — HISTORT OF A BLATB 
BRIQ. — ^WARNED AOAINST LIONS. — BLACK BOYS BLEEP- 
INO. — NATIVE BRICK-MAEINO. — RETURN TO QUILLI- 

UANE. HOW- OUR BEARERS WERE PAID. CURIBTXAfl 

PRESENTS. BROWN, THE COXSWAIN, CAPTURE OF A 

SLATE BBIS DESERTED BY HER CREW, IlEB BE- 

BTRUCTION BY FIRR. — EAID HAHZA AGAIN. INFORM- 

BRS AGAINST SLATE-DEALERS. 

Wishing to make the most of oar time and 
see as mnch as possible of the interior, ve 
hired twenty blacks to carry ub in machilas, 
and on the 10th, started at six o'clock in 
the morning with a double-barrelled gun, 
and four bearers each. The novelty of the 
whole thing put ua in high spirits, and the 
shouts and antics of the darkies kept us in a 
roar of laughter. The first part of the path 
waa through a rich plain, well-cultivated, and 
growing rice, calavances, and Indian com. On 
each side of this plain are mango, cashew, and 
various sorts of the palm-trees in most luxuri- 
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ant folia^ ntxw and then for a ntile or so 
affording the most delightfol shade; but at 
other places the grass vraa high and rank, 
springing from an unhealthy s-wamp, and 
Bvarming vith myriads of musquitoes, vhich 
made us pay toll as we passed. We then got 
into a flat monotonous country, the land all 
burnt up and the path intersected 'with large 
cracks, shewing that during the rainy season 
it must he all under water. 

Not a hill or the outline of a mountain can be 
seen, and the only sign of man was the solitary 
path we were trayelling bj. Now and then we 
met a party of blacks of from eight' to twelve 
wending their way towards the town with bun- 
dles of dried meat, &c. : they invariably stepped 
out of the road, clapped their hands twice, 
and drew back their right feet. The women put 
their feet together, and making an inclination 
by bending both knees with their arms crossed, 
saluted us with a broad grin or sometimes a 
hidf'fearful expression of countenance. Many 
of them had their children lashed to their 
backs sleeping as comfortably as possible. 

We travelled in this manner at the rate of 
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fire miles an hoar, now and then increanng to 
a regular run, with shouts and andden excla- 
mations. About every ten minutes the foremost 
bearers gire three taps on the bamboo and 
the vhole force lift the concern together ora 
their heads and shif^ shoTilders, and about 
erery half hour a fresh set of bearers relieve 
them. Our cavalcade was most picturesque 
the reserve all carrying something. One had a 
basket on hie head, another a spear over his 
shoulder vith a mat on it, or some strips of 
elephant's flesh. Fine, sleek, strong-built fellows 
thej are, and from practice carry an immense 
weight, without galling their shoulders, for a 
whole day. They are not slaves, but Oolonoa 
from different tribes in the interior, who settle 
in the Portuguese possessions, sad let them- 
sdves out as machila bearers, labourers, &c. 
After going about ten miles, we came to a 
grove of mango, cocoa-nuts, and cashew-tree^ 
where we hove-to and breakfasted, our kind 
host having provided for our inward man, in 
the shape of cold meat, bread, wine and gin; 
but more than all these, we enjoyed the nice 
cool milk of the green cocoa-nuts whida our 
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bearers broaght to us mth the tops nicely 
sliced off. 

In about half an hour we agaiu made a 
start, bat tbe path became so narrow that ve 
only had two bearers at a time, and had 
thej been slares I should not have felt at aU 
easy. Eren aa it was we frequently got 
out and walked a mile or two, or started off 
to the right or left to shoot birds. Nothing 
occurred to change the scene of this low fiat 
country but an occasional ridge of trees and 
now and then a glimpse of the river, and 
about 10 A.M. we found ourselves amongst the 
huts of a village built on piles about six feet 
from the ground, on the banks of the river 
Licuara, which during the rainy season is 
so swollen, that the blacks have to paddle 
amongst their huts in canoes. 

We found it to be one of the stations of the 
Prayo of Senhor Morgado, who had a great 
number of men cutting wood to build the largest 
house at Quillimane, and was expecting us. He 
gave us a most hearty welcome, and soon pro~ 
daced from a large chest all the necessaries 
for a most excellent breakiast, which consisted 
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of currj, snoT-Trhite rice, fish, all kinda of pre- 
Bcires, mangoes, and capital vine, the more 
acceptable and surprising from being produced 
in one of the most miserable-looking places 
one can well conceive. 

The sun was scorchingly hot, and ve could 
not well venture oat without an umbrella, and 
after resting for about an boor watching- the 
blacks launching "Several large cargoes down a 
muddy bank,' which was so slippeiy that 
they carried away painters and floated quietly 
down the stream by themselves, we prepared 
to cross the river, — and a most laughable scene 
it was. Our machilas with their bearers got 
over first in an immense canoe made of a 
single tree hollowed out ; and there they were 
floundering about, above their middles in mud, 
yelling, grinning, and struggling with all their 
might to waddle up the bank. On our side the 
mud was so deep that a man could scarcely 
move by himself, but we got one by one on 
two fellows' shoulders, who floundered down to 
the edge of the canoe and dropped us in, 
when we had to sit in the bottom to keep her 
from capsizing. On the opposite eide. a small 
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caDoe was let down tbe back With a ropd 
attached to it, and we were drawn tip sepa- 
rately into a thick jungle, where we had to 
creep nndcr branches and cross streams orer 
the broken limbs of trees, after which we 
came to another station consisting of a few 
huts. Here we saw a poor unfortunate wretch 
eaten up with leprosj : he was a fine-looking 
black, about six feet three inches high, and 
stout in proportion, doomed to die aloof 
from and shunned by his fellow men. 

"We now went on at a slapping pace, 
baring no inducement to stop, in the shape of 
scenery, until we again came to the bank of 
the river, where there was a ford waiat-deep, 
which the blacks crossed, carrying the machilas 
over their heads whilst we got into a small 
canoe ; and after sundry narrow escapes from 
turning over, while being tracked down by two 
dfo'kies, we lauded on the same bank of the 
river, having merely taken this route to avoid 
a large swamp. 

The country now became more inte- 
resting, being partially wooded and higher. 
The path lay along the bank of the river, 
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and every noT and thea ve got a shot at 
maay-coloared birds, and occasionally heard 
the rustling of gazelles and other animala 
About 4 P.M. we came in sight of the esta- 
blishment, situated in the midst of a great 
number of immense ant-hills from twenty to 
thirty feet high, and fifty to sixty in circam- 
ference at the bottom, with trees growing out 
of the sides and top. The scene was a most 
norel one, and when about a quarter of a 
mile off, we all got into our roachilae, and 
were met by two drums and a fife, the per- 
fonners on which marched before ue with the 
greatest gravity, playing a row-de-dow up to 
the gates of a large white building, where the 
Portuguese flag was flying. We now entered 
a Tast square, in the midst of which was a 
large neat pigeon-house, ^id we were all 
stinick with the good order and regularity of 
the whole place. 

On the left was a nice-looking dwelling- 
house ; on the right a large store-house, the 
walls of which were loopholed, and about 
two feet thick. Opposite the gate was a 
comfortable building for the working sUres, 
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and here and there, in good order. Ten 
several pieoes of coqiiod which had formerij 
belonged to the American corvette Concorde. 
2forgado tdd ua that he intended to wall 
Mid loophole the place all round as a protec- 
tion against independent tribes of blacks and 
wild beasts. 

At sunset the drums beat^ the people are 
mustered, and the colours hauled down, and 
the gates are closed. The married bladu lire 
in hats outEode, which are barricadoed all 
round with et^es ajid branches to protect 
them from Uona, which are very numerous and 
constaudj prowling about, walking off now. 
and then with a stray woman or child. 

We eat down to a most sumptuous dinner and 
found our host a very amusing person. Could 
we hare spoken the. langua^ more fluently, I 
might hare got much iateresttng information 
from him. His property is larger than the 
whole of Portugal, and contains 30,000 inha- 
bitants, a great part slarea, the rest colonos: 
it produces yearly 280 arobas of irory. 

The el^hants are generally caught daring 
dw rainy seasiHi when orertakm by the flooded 
E 2 
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and either drowned, ahot, or spefuwl The 
country has immense reBOurces mthin itself, 
producing iron, copper, and the precions 
metals. Coal is abundant and good, but too 
fiir from the river to be available for steam 
navigation, except during the floods, when the 
river ifl navigable all the way from Tete, a 
distance of 260 leagues. Much mi^t be 
done by a company who Tvould pay the Go- 
remors well enough to induce them to discoun- 
tenance the slave and contraband trades; but 
at present the demoralized state of society is 
beyond description. A custom-house without 
duties, a judge without justice, a church with- 
out a priest, bribery, peculation, and disease, 
go hand in hand with slavery and grasping 
avarice. Good health is a thing unknown to 
them, and their faces are the colour of gold. 
They heap up but never live to enjoy in their 
own country. 

An instance of the way in which the 
revenue is defrauded was told me by Mor- 
gado. It appears that the brig Uni^o, under 
Portuguese colours, anchored off the bar, and 
wished to enter his manifest at the custom" 
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hotue. "No," said the GkiTcnior, "imless jou 
pre me 3,000 dollars jou shall not come up 
the riTer." The captain refused, the brig 
remwned off the bar, and the people of Qoilli- 
mane, sent dovn their laonches, loaded them, 
and landed the cargo vithout paying a taX' 
iiaag of duty. But as these things are all well 
known imd pubhcly talked abont amongst 
themsdTes, the GoTemor never goes without a 
due proportion of eye-water to make him wink. 
The history of this vessel is a curious one, 
and as she has made a great stir in these sea^ 
since we have been out^ I shall give you a 
faint outline of her career. When the Oor- 
corde was wrecked at the Macuz^ she was at 
Quillimane fully equipped and waiting for a 
fdaTe cai^o, but was hired by the American 
officers to convey them and their crew to Rio. 
On crossing the bar she was boarded by Craw- 
ley in the Lily's boat, who would have made 
a prize of her, and much offended the Ameri- 
cans by detaining her; and they swore, "By 
gor! that heaven and earth had combined 
against thenL*' However; she took them safely 
across, and on the way the captain amused 
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them hj telating Taiioas aoecdotes of faia 
alare Tojages, bragging of having thrown some 
orerboard, flogged othera to death, &c., with 
marks of great satisfaction. She then irent td 
Idsbon and took in a cargo for the coas^ 
obtaining from the Portugneee Ooremment A 
q>ecial license to trade at a reduced duty in 
ftU the ports on the East Ooast of Africa, 
Irhere she collected a great quantity of irorj', 
And then to complete her cargo went to Madv 
gMcar for rice, with which she retnmed to 
Mozambique, and endearoured to get the Go^ 
Temor-Qeneral to allow her to land It and 
re-ship it that they might take it hcnae as 
celonial produce. After this she^waa seized 
«fr Quillimane by the Hdev^ and Bittem, and 
sent to the Cape for a breach of the alard 
ti^aty, having taken on board t^Teral blacks 
at Mozambique in a rery irregular kind of 
way, and having a nmnber of suspicions fitr 
tinga about her. However, she was liberated by 
Hhe Mixed Gommisuon, and the captors were 
east in heavy damages, which they reused to 
pay and protested against the whole proceed- 
mgt^BO that I suppose we shall hear more of it. 
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AmoBgst tbe paasengers taken vas our old 
acquaintance Carmacbe (of " cotq> de pistolet" 
notoriety,) and he got for his detention 300^., 
a larger sum than he vonld have made in six 
years by following his trade of smuggling 
spirits amongst the Arabs at Noa Beh. The 
captain, Morgado told me, was well known as 
a most accomplished rascal, hating formeriy 
commanded a slarer for a person at Rio, and 
getting safely across with his cargo, he sold it 
on his own account at Femambuco, and made 
off with the money to Lisbon. 

In this kind of conversation we passed 
away an hour or two over our wine; and 
going out to take a little fresh air, our kind 
host warned us not to go out of the candle- 
light, as a stray lion might make a small 
mouthful of u9 ; and you may depend we diJ 
BOt require a second caution. Three beds 
WOTe made up for ua in a small room, and, as 
Is the caatom in these coontries, every window 
waa shut to keep out the night-air and 
masquitoea, making it frightfully close and hot. 
I got ap ia the night, and op^ied the doc 
Md was mock amused with the scene befo 
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me. By the light of a fiickering lamp, I 
beheld aboat a dozen blade boys stretched out 
pn a bit of mat, looking like a heap of arms 
and legs mth a ball of black wool sticking up 
every here and there. They were deeping so 
soundly, that I Talked about the room mth- 
out causing one of them to stir, and returned 
to my bed feverish and excited, longing for 
daylight, vhich no sooner davned, than I 
jumped up and ordered a basin of cold water, 
and after a refreshing ■wash, saUied out to 
explore. Soon after, ve got coffee, and after 
tisiting a very nice vegetable garden, took a 
stroll with our gnus, but were soon driven in 
6y the Bun. Parker and O'Hagan, however, 
could not resist a cruise along the banks of 
the river, and whilst they were away I had a 
long chat with Morgado about the slaves. 
Several of the boys were before the door 
rubbing each other with cocoa-nut oil, and I 
remarked that several of them were branded 
either on the breast or arm. These, it appeal^ 
are brought fi:t}m tho interior, children bom 
on the estate never being marked. Morgado 
complained that the Majogos, or natives of 
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Anjozha, constantly ascended tie rivers in 
dovs, and carried off all the blacks they 
could la; their hands on, vith impunity, as 
it 'would take thirty days to yisit all tho 
stations on his estate, trarelliiig nine miles a 
day. 

About thirty or forty people were making 
bricks, and I hare often been highly amused 
at watching the process. In the first place a 
pit is dug, and a quantity of clay thrown int^ 
it with a proportion of water. Boys of from 
eight to twelve years old are sent into this to 
work it up with their feet, which they do in 
measured time, laying their hands on each 
other's shoulders, and stamping together with 
their right foot to a chorus of " Whow I Whow I 
Whow!" When of a proper consistency, the 
clay is worked up into about ten-inch balls, 
and each boy carries one on hia head to a 
shed, where the women form the bricks in 
moulds, and place them out to dry. A large 
round pile of fire-wood is then laid, and the 
bricks are baked in the open air. I never 
saw a stone of the smallest size in the whole 
country. 

K 3 
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About 1 P.M. I was roused from a com- 
&rtabl(! nap, and found the whole establish- 
ment in commotion, and ire were soon going 
along at a brisk trot in our machilas, pre- 
ceded as before by the tvo drums and a fife. 
We returned by a much strai^ter road than 
ve came by, and had to cross several branches 
of the rirer in small caaoea, whidi was at 
times a long and rather hazardous proceed- 
ing, our company consisting of upwards of 
fifty people, and we could form a capital idea 
of the mode of traTeUing in this country. 
Morgado explained OTcrytbing to us on the 
read, kept ub well supplied viQi frigidum sine, 
and about 7 f.u. we entered the town, our 
bearers as fresh as when they started, sing- 
ing howling, and cheering each other up. So 
wded one of the most interesting excursions 
I hare erer undertaken, showing me, as it did, 
not only the general face of the country, but 
the mode of travelling and living, and the 
manner in which the blacks are kept under. 
I must, in justice, say, that I never, during 
my frequent visits to Quillimane, saw a ain^e 
instance of cruelty beyond the un-English- 
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looking practice of chaining nnmbeni of naked 
TTctehea tog^her by the neck. 

At Senhor laidore's I fonnd Hornby, who 
had come tip in charge of the barge, and had 
)>oarded the brig, vitii my letter on bou'd 
inside the bar, which of course made me rery 
anxious, fearing that the slare-brig might get 
in her cargo, and be off; but it was impossible 
to get down that night, so, after calling on the 
Gorernor, whom we found much better, wa 
supped with Morgado, and slept soundly with- 
out rocking until daylight, when I sallied out 
to prepare for a start, collecting stock, and 
paying our beitfers, for which purpose I pur- 
chased eight pieces of blue dungaree at two 
dollars and a half a piece, paying each man 
four fathoms, whidi they told me was much 
more than any bat Englishmen would hare 
giyen them. However, I thought it little 
enoDgb for being carried thirty-fiTe miles one 
day, and twenty the next, and gave them 
something in addition to drink with. 

After puTchanng two casks of wine and a 
great qnantity of stocK I found tJiat my boat 
would not hold half of it, with the presents 
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'^hich were sent doini for oar Christmas din- 
ner from all the principal persom of the place. 
The QoTemor sent us a cask of Madeira; 
Morgado, six pigs, tvelre large Muscovy ducks, 
&nd two sheep; Velozo, four sucking pigs; 
Azredo, fowls, bread, and eggs; Senhor Isidore, 
four dozen of vine, two casks of mangos, with 
roast fowls, and wine and gin for the passage 
down. So I was obliged to determine ob 
leaving Parker, O'Hagan, and the wash- 
clothes behind; and after a grand dinner at 
Senhor Velozo's, I went to Senhor Isidore's to 
take leave, just as the pilot came in, after 
taking the brig over the bar with my letter. 
I was not a little pleased to hear that the 
Cleopatra had made sail to the northward 
under a heavy press of canvass, as soon as the 
boat returned from boarding her ; perhaps it 
was mere fancy, but I thought that they all 
seemed to have a shrewd suspicion that there 
was something in the wind. However, I put a 
good face on the matter, and started for Hip' 
popotamus Point as if I expected the ship to 
Stand in the next morning when we ran into 
a creek, landed and fed the stock; and 
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Homby and myself took possession of Senhot 
Isidore's boose, irhich we fotmd in chargo of a 
Portuguese, wbo could not do too much for 
1:8. 

On the 14th, I was obliged to run up to- 
the town for spirits for the boafa crew, and 
found erery thing in statU quo, although they 
appeared rather uneasy, and I returned to the 
Point ike same night. Old Brown, my cox- ■ 
swain, could not make out my movements at 
all, and expressed his wonder where the ship 
could be; and when I told him it was all 
tight, his look was one I shall nerer forget or 
cease to laugh at wheneTer I call it to mind, as 
he exclaimed, " Ah, sir, you'm up to snuflF you 
be I" I spent the following day looking out anx- 
iously for the ship, and in the evening a brig 
anchored off the bar under Portuguese coloursj 
and I made arrangements to pounce upon her 
the next morning, hoping to make a prize of 
her; but at daylight, just before sunrise, I had 
the felicity of seeing the masta of my own 
ship in strong relief against the blushing sky, 
which gave me time to take in my stock, and 
proceed quietly onboard. The brig had hoisted 
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a pendant, and proved to be the Don Jnan da 
Caatro, 80 I dropped the pilot on board, as ve 
passed his boat, not being able to get out. 

On arriTing on board, I had the satisfactiiHi 
of finding that mj information had proved cor- 
rect, and that the ehip, the morning after re- 
ceifing my note, had ohseired a brig at anchor 
off the riTor Uariangomb^ nnfortunateljr dead 
to windward. About 20 minotes past 9, a boat 
was obserred to leave her, and immediately 
afterwards she made sail and stood for the 
Bhore, and at 1 1 o'clock grounded, when another 
boat left her. The cutters were immediately 
Mmed and sent away under Aleximder, whilst 
the ship anchored as close in as she coold with 
safety, in six fathoms, and the pinnace waa 
gent with two kedges and three hawsers, to 
endeavour to get her off; hut at half-past four 
the boats were observed to be returning, raid 
Mr. Caswell went in the galley to see what 
could be done. At TO p.m. he retnmed with 
aH the boats, having been unable to approach 
the brig over which the sea was making a 
clean breach. When Alexander first got oa 
board in the cutter, he found that her crew 



N Google 



DESEBTGD SLATS KIO. 207 

had deserted her, leaving the eteirard and 
snpercargo sick in the bunks on deck, with 
420 slaves, the greater part onder hatches, 
fastened down with spike nails, and left by 
the merciless wretches to be drowned or smo- 
thered. Never was there a more dreadful 
attempt at cool, deliberate, and wholesale mur- 
der; and yet there is no means of punishing 
the perpetrators; no judge nor magistrate 
residing at Mozambique, and the judge at 
Quillimane being a coloured man, formerly a 
gentleman's servant, and one of the greatest 
slave-dealers in the place. Never waa an 
officer placed in a more awkward position, the 
cutters being all but stored, and there appear- 
ing every chance of the brig's being knocked 
to pieces as the tide went down, Alexander 
thought the best plan was to allow them to 
swim on shore, and the greater part of them 
reached it in safety. On the two following 
days, the boats were employed in completing 
the destruction of the brig by fire, and brought 
on board the two sick Portuguese and seven 
negroes who had remained on board, A few 
bodies were found on the beadi and buried. 
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On being measured, tte vessel proTed to be- 
300 tons, and quite capable of carrying 800 
slaves. After remaining on board a few hours, 
I was again sent to the town, accompanied by 
Alexander, with the two prisoners. I found 
the place in a great ferment, as thej had beard 
of the destruction of the brig about one o'clock 
that day, and the Governor had sent Senhor 
Velozo to the Mariangomhe, and planted sol- 
diers in all the paths leading to the town, to 
pick up the slaver's crew as they came in. 
He seemed to be in a great state of excite- 
ment, and would have it that he was dis- 
graced, so I took leave of him, fearing that in 
his then weak state he might have a relapse. 

I again took up my quarters at Senhor 
Isidore's, and all our friends were as civil as 
ever, although I know that several of them 
vere deeply engaged in the slave trade, and had 
sustained considerable loss by the destruction 
of the brig. In fact, they seem to consider it 
a fair game of chance between us. 

The next morning, soo^ after daylight, I 
visited Said Hamza, and paid him thirty sove- 
reigns for his information. What a fright he 
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xr&R in! and hOT I langbed at his ladicrous 
8(»eecbcs, such as, "Now, Mr. Barnard, yon 
make jour face nrhite, all the same as if jou 
hear nothing; and s'pose anybody ask jou if 
Said Hamza tell yoa anything; you say, He, 
poor fellow I what be knovl I not ask bim." 

In the eresiag he was dtting in the pordi 
at Senbor Isidore's, when I popped upon bim 
nnexpectedly, and his confusion was beyond all 
description. He changed colour like a chame- 
leon, and looked black, blue, yellow, and green 
bj turns, which highly amused me after his 
morning lecture. 

In the course of the day I as usual wan- 
dered about, whilst the Portuguese were taking 
their siesta, fishing for information, and in the 
course of conversation with the person from 
whom I had been in the habit of purchasing 
stock, I found that she had been accused of 
telling me about the brig, and I immediately 
pointed out to her how much better it would 
be if she really would give me information, 
imd pocket a good ronnd. sum of money in- 
stead of bearing all the odium without the 
reward ; and I promised to call again in the 
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OTcnhig after she had had time to consider and 
eotiBult vith her friend, whoo^ I had kept a look 
oat on for some time, knowing he was rather a 
loose fish. Accordingly, I fonnd them, vhen I 
ealled, in deep conanltation, and after a little - 
beating about the bush they consented to inform 
me from time to time of the morements of the 
dares, which are constantly kept in readiness 
in the neighbooriiood of Qiiillimane, to march to 
any point ■where a Teasel might appear. This 
would gire a cruiser ample time, as they could 
not get off under seTeral days. They also told 
me that a large ship called the Hannibal was 
daily eipected off Luabo, fitted to take in 
1,500 alavea. 
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OtTB HNDBArOUR TO PDRCBABE BDLLOCKa.— CBRIBTHAfi 

DtSSER ON BOABD. HY ILLKESS. — CAPTAIN WTVILl'S 

ATTENTION. — BYMSAa AND TIQBRS. OiAVES OF THE 

INTERIOR. BBMBATOOKA BAY. — THE EX-GOVBRNOK 

or QUILLIlIANi: AND BTS TTIFE.— BEZTBOB VELOZO'g 

HOUBB. TWO IWSTAMCEH OP COOL IMPUDKHCE. MDM- 

BES OF SLATES FOR EUBABEATION AT QtriLLIHANB.^ 
HKOEPTION OP BNGLIBS OFPICKRB AT THAT PLACB.-^ 

A GnsPICIOITB SAIL. HISTORY OP THE PACHETTO OF 

MONTE TIDEO. — SHE IS BBOUQHT INTO THE ADKIBAI.TZ' 
COOBT AND GONDBUNKD, , 

I ABEI7BD on board on the 18th, and to 
made sail immediately for Mozambique, where 
we anchored on the 21st inaide the fort. On 
the same day Parker had a serere attack of 
ferer, m(»t probably brought on by ezposoie 
to the night air in the Qnillimane River, and 
deeping vith his face in the son on onr vay 
off. As soon as ve anchored, I vm sent on 
shore vith letters to the Ch)Tenior-General, 
and to endeaTour to get water; but I found 
tlie GoTemment tanks were all under repair, 
8Dd we eTentuallj had to pordiase it at a dollar 
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a ton. Tlie next day (Sondaj) I went vith 
Ljall np the river to look at some bullocks, 
and after a long pull and sail in a burning 
snn, landed at a dilapidated building which 
had evidentlj been once a large eBtablishment; 
but now the presses, tanks, &c., were in a 
confused mass of ruins. A small table was 
placed outside the door of an outhouse, and a 
great number of mangoes were placed before 
us, which after our pull were rery refreshing. 
Each of us mnst hare eaten at least a dozen 
4nd a half; after which we walked out to 
examine the bullocks, and oflFered twenty-five 
dollars each for ten of them, but their owner 
wanted a most exorbitant price and took the 
sulks, so we made the best of our way to the 
country-house of Senhor Nobr^, who gave ua 
a capital dinner and sold us ten bullocks. 

We did not get on board until nine, and at 
half-past two in the morning I landed with the 
barge and pinnace to send off water, and re^ 
mained on shore all day knocking about in the 
sun ; after which I dined in the cabin to meet 
the Governor, and sat up until nearly midnight. 
The next day I felt rather unwell, refused to 
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dine out, and kept qoiet; and on Christmas-^ 
day had the monung-Tatch. At daylight the 
pilot came on board, and Te got under weigh 
vith a light breeze, and in the act of wearing 
the ebb-tide wc were driven on shore under 
the fort, and there left on our broadside. Before 
eight a heavy tropical shower drenched me to 
the skin, and, without shifting, I remained on 
the forecastle, in one of the most scorching suns 
I ever felt, for two or three hours ; getting a 
hower-andior under the pinnace, a work of 
much difficulty from the awkward position of 
the ship. 

After thifl I felt much exhausted, and 
tfent below to breakfast, but found I could 
not eat, and drank off a glass of ale, and 
then had to Ue down with a most split- 
ting headache. However, i^r Lyall had 
bathed my head with cold water, I rallied 
and went on deck until noon, when I was 
obliged to give in, and go on the sick 
list At four the ship was hove off and 
got to sea, and in the evening the mids 
and officers sat down to their ChriatmaS 
dinner in the goa-room, and a miserable ono 
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it Taa, as ihsy vere all thwongbly £a^;ed 
oat. 

On the 27t^ after two nights of dreadM 
eaSenng, I had all the symptoms of a severe 
ferer, and Captain Wyrill kiDdlj- had a a>t 
slimg for me in his own cahin, and I was bled 
for the first time in my life. For many daya 
i \ras in a most dreadful state, and every half- 
hour seemed a day : strange fancies haunted 
me, and I could not bear to be left alone. An 
idea that I should die now and then came over 
me, and poor Jack could not bear to hear me 
talk about it and was obliged to leave me. 

We had in Uie meantime anchored o£E 
Luabo, and the weather was sultry wi& 
torrents of rain until the 3rd of January,' 
when the Sappho rejoined ua, and took Parker 
on bofu^ for Uie Cape Hospital; but I was 
not well enough to be removed to a strange 
Tessel and pre^red remaining on board my 
own ship, where under the kind and skilM 
treatment of Dr. Kettle, and Drs. Piers and 
O'Hagan, I got gradually better, and on the 
I7th of January, managed to creep abont and 
appreciate the blrasiDg of returning health. 
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Kothiog could exceed the kisdneaB and atteo- 
tion of Captain WjTill, vho kept me at bis 
table long after I was convalescent, and treated 
me qiiite m a eon, providing every comfort and 
luxury be could tbink of; and for all tbese 
blessingB, I trust I am sincerely thankful to ain 
ever-watchful and beneficent Providence. 

During mj illness the boats made two trips 
up the river, in charge of Hornby, and 1 
received sundry kind notes from mj Portuguese 
friends, regretting th&t there was a prospect 
of not seeing me again. On February 9th, I 
heard irom my friend Dr. Peters, who bad been 
very fortunate in making friends with people 
who afforded bin) every facility, and enabled 
him to reach Tete in twenty-one and a-balf 
days. He described the country as being very 
beantitid, with mountains not nearly as high as 
they are generally suppled to be. The climate 
of Tete was exceedingly damp, bat on the 
whole healthy ; and be found some consolation 
for the want of society in the attention and 
civility of the inhabitants and the great success 
he met with in his researches. Continual wars 
not far from the town, destroy what has be«i 
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gained bj agriculture and commerce, and heads 
are stuck up on poles in every direction. For 
unless a white man be present, no qnaitor is 
given OQ either eide, and, such is the state of 
things, that a man maj run a knife into bis 
neighbour without its even being inquired 
into. 

Hyaenas and tigers enter through the 
breaches of the simple stone wall, and cany 
away the blacks from the very thresholds of 
the houses ; and crocodiles constantly sieze tbe 
negresses who go into the River Zambesi to 
wash. Their houses are covered with straw, 
for they are too lazy to make tiles. The prin- 
cipal commerce is in ivory, and the slave trade 
is gradually diminishing. The quantity of 
gold-dust said to he exported is much exagge- 
rated, every one's ideas in this country being 
concentrated on riches. 

Dr. Peters intended, if possible, to penetrate 
farther into the interior, and endeavour to do 
Bomething for the unhappy blacks, by making 
some arrangement with their principal oppres- 
sor; for he says, it is a pitiful sight to see a " 
whole nation destroyed without having done 
any wrong. 
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The slaTes that are brought from the interior 
are poor half-starred looking creatures, attached 
to each other by ropes round the neck; and 
famine is spreading its ravages throughout this 
ill-fated country. The province is in such a 
state of decay, that it cannot continue long 
under its present goTerument, and a more 
powerful one vould scarcely risk the expense 
and loss of life attendant upon the many 
changes that must take place before it could 
be bettered. 

We left Quillimane on February 10th, and 
on the 16th, anchored off Hajunga, in com- 
pany with the American barque, Orb, from 
Zanzibar, where eight days before, she had left 
a brig under Toscan colours, which had been 
sold at Mauritius, and sailed from thence with 
a pass of four months. I immediately sug- 
gested to the captain, that this must he the 
same brig reported in May last, as having made 
her appearance off the River Luabo, under Sar- 
dinian colours, and which lost her captain and 
boat's crew. At firat he seemed rather inclined 
to go after her, but on reading the Tuscan 
Treaty — which is on the same basis as the 
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French, and does not allov as to interfere vith 
their Teasels, uniesa within thirty leagues of 
Madagascar — ^the idea was given up. For many 
miles outside Bembatooka Bay, the -whole face 
of the ocean was covered with uprooted trees, 
masses of niiihes and branches from the banks 
of the river ; and on one branch we saw an 
anfortunate cham^eon drifting quietly out to 
sea, and -ve had much difficulty in making 
head against the strong current that was set- 
ting out of the bay. 

We found the wells full of water, and com- 
pleted in two days, and the parser being sick, 
I purchased twenty-three bullocks for him, and 
two large bulls to take as a present to Azvedo. 
But although it was the very best season, not 
a vegetable was to be had, and this is a country 
capable of producing everything. The Ova 
soldiers cultivate nothing but rice, and keep 
the Sacalavas in such a state of subjection, that 
they cannot call an inch of ground their own. 

On the 20th ve left Majunga, and on 
the 26th fell in with Her Majesty's brig 
Bittern, off the River Mariangombe, and on 
the following day anchored c^ Quillimane, 



jNGoogle 



DON PBRNAJniO CABL08 DB COSTA. 219 

ia company. The sext moming I stArted 
for die toim, id dia^ of the bai^e and 
phinace. Jack taking the latter, vith the two 
bulls oa board, vhilst I called for any of the 
Bitterns who would like to go. Ohaloner and 
Br. Bums accompanied me, and we arrived at 
4 P.M., against a strong ebb-tide. Azvedo 
had arrived from the Macuz^ only the day 
before, and received us in his us^al kind man- 
ner, aiid was much astonished and delighted 
with the bolls, which were the admiration of 
the whole place. 

I found the Governor quite recovered and 
talking twenty to the dozen, and I had a long 
conversation with him respecting the state of 
the country, and he complains most bitteriy of 
its impoverished and wretched state, and the 
impossibihty of ameliorating it without funds, 
which it is out of the power of the Portuguese 
Government to supply. 

The ei-Govemor, Don Fernando Carlos de 
Oosta, was on his deat^-bed, and never did 
I see a more perfect wreck of a man. Worn 
down to a mere skeleton, the natural cling-- 
ing to life was stiJl strong wiUiin him, and 
L 2 
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lie talked of soon being on his vaj to Ijisboo. 
At other times he was quite incoherent, and 
they say that his recall by his Government 
preyed on his mind, and brought him down 
more than any bodily (Usease. Dr. Boms did 
everything in bis power to alleviate his suffer- 
ings, but without the slightest hope of restoring 
him to health. 

The evening before we left, the Governor 
gave us a soiree, and I had a long chat with 
his wife, who is a very pleasing and lady-lite 
pei^on ; and during the illness of her husband, 
I had often remarked her devoted attention 
and constant anxiety. Their story is rather 
a romantic one. It appears that he was 
lodging at the house of her mother, who was a 
person in humble circumstances at Lisbon, and 
he was laid up with a very painful and severe 
illness, during which the daiighter attended on 
him, and on his recovery he married her, and 
she has since followed his fortunes, or rather 
misfortunes, through various changes, and has 
at last brought up at that pest-house, Quilli- 
mane, which I fear will soon terminate both 
their sufferings .in this world. 
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Senhora Velozo was also of the party : she 
is the heiress whom I hare before meotioned 
as having brought her husbaud a large house 
and a thousand slaves as a dowry, Soon after 
onr arrival on the station, he took me over his 
bouse, which is certainly the best in QoiUi- 
mane, and exultingly said, " This is rather 
better than being a prisoner on board the 
Crescent at Rio for daving." I thought to 
myself, " every comfort in this world is cer- 
tainly comparative, and I envy jon neither of 
yoiur delightful situations." 

But I am sure you will by this time be tired 
of reading so much of one place, and as thia 
was my last visit, I shall merely wind up with 
a few anecdotes of one or two dealers iri 
human flesh, whose careera were interrupted 
through the information with which I had from 
time to time fumished the Captain. 

I was sitting one evening in the porch of 
Azvedo's house, and asked Chaloner if he had 
any objection to take a Poi'tugaeae gentleman 
to the Cape, as I had before got him a passage 
in the Sappho, which, througb my illness, he 
had missed. He was also a friend of Azvedo's 
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and Isidore's, both of whom have alvajs ehevn 
the greatest hospitalitj to £uglish officers. 
No sooner had vie agreed to take him, thaa I 
■was regularly besieged by people wishing to 
get to Bio. One man's cool impudence highly 
amused me. He commenced in tolerably good 
En^h to conrerse about my bills which he 
Tolnnteered to cash in doubloons, saying, "I 
have, Sir, scTeral hundred doubloons which I 
brought from Rio to buy ivory, and I am an 
irory merchant, but find that I can buy nothing 
but blacks in this place. Now, I do not like 
that trade and am anxious to get to Rio again, 
Mid if yon could get me a passage in the Bit* 
tern I should be very much obliged." I told 
him that it was impossible, and that I had 
only been induced to ask my Captain for a 
passage for Isidore's friend, as a small retaim 
for the hospitahty the EngHsh officers had 
received at his hands. At this stage of our 
conversation Azvedo called me on one side 
and cautioned me not to have anything to do 
with my applicant, as he was the captwn of 
the brig we had driven on shore, and who had 
so hmiamly nailed down 400 of his feilow- 
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creatureB to perish, frith two of hia pirtnera in 
crime, vho were sick in the honks. 

Another calico-renting looking indiridual, 
not satisfied with my refusal, demanded my 
reasons, saying that it was Tery hard that he 
should be left there to die. I cut him preci- 
ous short, and told him that an English man- 
of-war was neither a passage nor an hospital 
ship, and that I did not wast any discussion 
on the suhject I afterwards learnt that this 
man was secretary to Major Campos, whose 
slaves were actuidly on board the brig we had 
destroyed, so I considered myself rery fortu- 
nate in having given him the cold shoulder. 
What a laugh they would have had at me, had 
they succeeded 1 

As the principal object of all mj visits to 
the town was to gain information respecting 
the movements of the dave-dealers and their 
agents, I was obliged to be constantly on the 
gui vive, and found myself both suspected and 
watched since the affair of the brig. How- 
ever, I managed to get the following, bit by 
bit, from various quarters. 

Paolo Roderigue, the captain of the Defen- 
sivo, and the shipper of 1,800 slaves at In.. 
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hambaQ and Belagoa Baj, was again expected 
at tlie fonner place, in two or three months, 
for 800 blacis, which were in readiness. He 
was to have two American brigs under their 
own colours, one of which was to be deliyered 
OTcr to the slave-dealers, whilst the other waa 
to take both American crews on board, touch 
at Quillimane with money to pay the authori- 
ties, who haTC been in the habit of conniving 
at the slave trade, and return to Rio; so you 
may easily conceive what little chance there is 
bf putting down this detestable traffic, whilst 
the star-spangled banner, that boasted flag of 
liberty, waves over and protects the miscreants, 
to put down whom England has expended so 
many hundreds of Uvea of her bravest, and 
60 many millions of treasure. Look at the 



There are now at Quillimane and its neigh- 
bourhood 2,!r00 poor wretches for embarka- 
tion. Their owners are at Rio, 800 belonging 
to Manuel Pinto de Fonseca; 200 to Tavares, 
or Tavash; 2,000 to Bernadino de SI Only 
one slave agent remained at Quillimane, named 
Hartiohas, and he intended to leave for Rio in 
the American. 
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Of the 420 Blaves allowed to svim ott shofc 
from the brig off Mariangombe, 110 v ere re- 
taken, aad the rest ■were supposed to have 
escaped into the iDterior. She had on board 
five officers, four of whom had died of fever 
since her destruction. Eight of her crew were 
taken and Rent to Mozambique in the Don 
Juan de Castro, and the captain and ste^vard 
remained at Quillimane, most probablj' soon 
to be victims of the approaching sickly sea- 
son. 

Almost all commonicatibn has been cut off 
by our cruiaera, and I was hailed with delight 
■whenever I paid Quillimane a ■mit, and brought 
anything in the shape of news, although they 
must have been well aware that I had means 
of ascertaining their movements; and never 
have I visited a country where English officers 
seem to be more respected or receive mort 
courtesy and hospitality than at Quillimane; 
and although I am heartily glad that this is 
likely to be my last visit, I shall long remembev 
Senhor Azvedo, and three or four others, whom 
I shall be glad to hear of as being in some 
spot, the name of which does not conv^j*' to 
L 3 
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th« mind slareiy, fever, and debased hmnaa 
natore, as does Quillimane. 

After a Tery uncomfortable night at Hippo- 
potamus Point in the boats, ve got on board on 
the 3rd of March about noon, and found that the 
Helena had arriyed from the Oape, bringing late 
and velcome letters from dear old England. No 
one that has not been on this taiser able coast 
month after month, cmisiag from one point to 
another under eaaj sail, without seeing a vessel 
or the least novelty to change the horrid mo- 
notony, can fully appreciate the happiness of 
receiving unexpected intelligence of all we hold 
most dear on earth. In Eitct, letters toe the 
only connecting Unls between us and the world, 
and enable us to bear every kind of privation 
in the hope of eventually realizing the joyful 
anticipations which the magic word "home" 
ruses in our hearts. How often has it infused 
into me when down-hearted, fresh spirit to 
peraevere during the long and weary eighteen 
years that I have been a wanderer on the face 
(rf the waters. What, indeed, should we do 
irithont Hopcl 

On the following day we weighed in com- 
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pany vith the Helena tuid Bittern, and leaTing 
them on their vaj to Mozamhiqae, ve stood 
to the southward to watch Luabo; and, aa 
the Bittern was to go to the Cape immediately, 
■we Bent all our letters. I little dreamt of 
being there eighteen days before her. 

Aboat 3 A. u., on the 16th of March we 
obaerred a sail on the weather beam, which 
answered our flashes with a light, and kept com- 
pany with OS under easy sail until four, when 
we wore, and she stood on, of which we took 
but little notice, fancying it was the Bittern ; 
and it was not until daylight that we dith 
corered her to be a inerchant-vessel and made 
all saU in chase. As she did not attempt to 
get away we soon dosed her, and were sadly 
puzzled when she showed her colours (red, 
yellow, and white) which none of us had evw 
seen before, and on boarding her about seven, 
I found her to be the Fachetto de Monte 
Video, manned by British subjects. 

Thej told me tiie colours were Italian, but 
seemed to be rery doubtful as to what part oi 
Italy they bdonged to, and on descending to 
the cabin, I found tiui this was the rery brig 
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that the Orb had given ns iuformatioD of at 
MajiiDga. I examined her papers, and fotrnd 
that she was cleared out from the Manritiua 
by a paper signed by the collector of customs 
at Port liouia, giving the foreign brig, Pachetto 
de Monte Video, permission tO proceed to sea 
with stores and provisions for four months. 
This the captain and M. Manoe appeared to 
consider as a pass protecting them for four 
months ; and, although it was dated five montlu 
previously, they held it as vaUd nntil four 
ttionths had elapsed from the date of her 
leaving Port Lonis. 

The other papers consisted of a bill of sale 
from the Admiralty Court, and the usual cer- 
tificate from the police and port officers, with 
an original pass in Italian from the Lucchese 
consul at Monte Video, all under the seal of 
the custom-house at Port Louis. I saw at once 
that there had been great irregularity, but did 
not consider that there were grounds suffident 
to detain her on, for a breach of the dave 
treaty, so returned to my ship, and reported 
the whole of the circumstances to Captain 
Wy vill, yrho immediately ordered me to retnm 
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and bring her to an anchor close to the Cleo- 
patra, vhich I did, and took the captain and 
supercai^, with their papers, on board, on 
examining which, the Captain determined to 
send her to the Cape, and I was ordered to 
take charge of her, and kindly allowed to take 
my brother with me. A day was taken to 
survey her, and we found by her log and the 
admission of the master and crew that she had 
sailed from Port Louis with a slave-cai^ oQ 
board, which they had got rid of at Ma- 
dagascar, fearing it might compromise them if 
they fell in with a man-of-war. 

Her history is a curious one, and worth 
relating. She sailed from Monte Video, the 
beginning of 1844 ; cleared out for Viareggio, 
the seaport of Lucca, and found her way to 
Bio Janeiro and Santos, at the latter of which 
places she probably took in her slave-cargo, 
with which she arrived in May at Luabo or 
some of the rivers in the neighbourhood, and 
lost her captain and boat's crew in attempting 
to cross the bar. One man only escaped, whom 
I have frequently met at Quillimane. He was 
& half-witted Italian who got a precarious kind 
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of liviDg bj sioging, dancmg/and playing Tom-^ 
fool before the doors of the Portuguese mer- 
cliaDts. 

After thiB the brig vas not heard of until 
some months, when she vas brought into Port 
Xiouis, by the mate of an American vhaler, 
who fell in with her oflF Port Dauphin on the 
south end of Madagascar. Not knowing in 
what part of the world she was, and in distress, 
he agreed to navigate her for sixty dollars. 
She was then fiilly equipped for the slaye 
trade, haring plank, water-casks, ^riua, rice, 
and beanB, on board. On arriring at Mauritius 
she was seized and sold by the Admiralty 
Court to pay her expenses and the seamen's 
wages, and her cargo was landed at the curtom- 
house and bought with her at a pubhc auction 
by an En^sh subject, who coppered and fitted 
her out, re-shipped her cai^ from the customs, 
and sent her to Zanzibar, still under her 
original colours, although British property, to 
be sold, or sailed under the Arab flag. Some 
misunderstandiQg took place with the Imaun> 
KiA Ae erentnally went to Mozambique and 
Qoillimane, off which latter place we captured 



ji-vGoot^le 



BKOUQHT INTO THE ADMIEALTT COUKT. 231 

her nearly tveWe months afler ve had received 
infbnnation of her harmg been on the coast. 

I fonnd M. Manoe, the supercai^, a tcij 
decent sort of fetlov, and quite indignant at 
being supposed to be engaged in the shire 
trade. He had taken his passage on board, 
and offered to act as snpercargo, that he might 
be enabled to arrange Bome mercantile trans- 
actions in irhich he had been engaged along 
the coast, vhen he unfortunately fell into onr 
clutches. I made him caterer of the mess, and 
ererything went on smoothly during a most 
prosperous passage to Simon's Bay, of a fort- 
night. Here I encounted nnmerons difBcultiea, 
and our cause was considered a very bad one. 
However, the attomej-gencral saw through it 
immediately, and said it was a TCTy good case 
to bring before the Admiralty Coiirt, and I set 
to work with the proctor; and in a few days 
applied to Sir John Wylde for a monition, 
which he for some time positively refused, not 
seeing on what grounds we had detained her. 
The various slave treaties were read over and 
over again, and a fortnight elapsed before I 
conid get her into court, where the attorney- 
general soon set them ail to rights, and Idt bo 
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doubt on my mind as to the result, although 
the judge and not a few of the lawyers were 
dead against me. After this another anxious 
fortnight passed away, at the end of which 
tioie" she was condemned for a breaeh of the 
slave treaty, as having had slave-cargo on 
board during the voyage, and as not being 
entitled to the protection of any flag or nation, 
sailing &8 she was under nondescript colours, 
being actually British property, and exercising 
the rights of a registered ship. 

As with the condemnation of the Paehetto 
my services on the coast of Africa ceased, I 
shall conclude my narrative, tnisting that it 
may not be uninteresting, and that it will 
afford you all a few hours' amusement in the 
evenings ; and if I have the happiness of join- 
ing you in a few months, it will call to mind 
places and scenes, and enable me to relate 
numerous anecdotes of people but little visited 
and less understood by EngUshmen, who an- 
nihilate the slave-dealei-s and civilize Africa 
by their own comfortable firesides, little think- 
ing of the hardships and privations their 
.countrymen are undergoing to carry out their 
impossible theories. 
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A MEBTING WITH OLD PBIENDS. TOWING A LARGE GHIP 

IN A SEA-WAT. — A DANGBROUS SITCATION. WE TAKE 

IN TROOPS. AN IMPRACTICABLE COAST. CAPERECIPE. 

THE DPTt-n BABQUK.— CAPTAIN BROKE LEAVES I'S. 

—THE PRENCH FRIGATE ARMIDA, A WAGGON TRAIN 

ATTACKED BY THE KAFFIRS. — KAFFIRS CUNNING. — THB 
OFFICERS OF THE FIFTY-SEVENTH REGIMENT LLKCH 
WITH US ON BOARD. — ONE CHHAPPY EXCEPTION.— 

THE SAFFHO. CAPE COLATXO. CROSSING THE BAR OP 

QDILLIMANE. THE RIVER QUILLIMANE. AZVEDO'S 

NEWS. FATE OF PAULO RODERKICE. THE gover- 
nor's PROFESSED WISH TO PUT DOWN THE SLAVE 

TRADE. TEMPTATIONS TO CONNIVE AT IT. SLAVfi 

TRADE AT ANGONA. TUB UAJOGOS.— FREE BLACKS 

FROH ANGOLA. 

" When writing the above I waa still suffenDg 
from the effects of fever, and waa kept a month 
in the hospital undergoiiig an operation. When 
convalescent I joined H.M.S. Thimderbolt as 
First lieutenant, being strongly advised b; 
the medical men not to return to the coaet. 
Our first trip was to Natal with the 45th 
Regiment; and I had a famous opportunity 
of testing the safety and utility of the paddle-' 
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box boats in a heayy surf, through irhich we 
managed to land 300 troops in one day, and 
embark the same number the next, without a 
single accident. Soon after we started, how- 
ever, one of those frightful accidents occurred, 
which, from their very suddenness, Btartle one 
and make a deep impression. One of our 
best forecastle men, of the name of Voller, 
whilst securing the anchor slipped and fell 
orerboard, and must have been instantly 
dashed to atoms by the wheel. We of course 
stopped immediately and sent away the cutter, 
which returned after a fruitless search. 

In September of the same year we were 
ordered to Mauritius, with stores and am- 
munition for the Oonway, after the affair 
at Samatare; and I had the happiness of 
meetitig many old friends who had taken 
me by the hand sixteen years before, when 
there as a mid; but as, during the fort- 
ni^t we remained, our time was fully oc- 
cupied in coaling, I could see rery little of 
them, and left with great regret. Having a 
fair wind, we did not steam between land and 
land; and the barometer indicating a gale 
when we were off St. Frances Bay, we worked 
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in and made all snug, and rode out a lieaTj 
monsoon. Whilst here, we sent a boat to a 
barque vhich vaa standing in, and found her 
to be the English barque Kyle, laden vith 
sugar and very leaky, and her men rery much 
fa^;ed by constant work at the pomps. I 
assisted her to gain the anchori^, and, at the 
request of her master, Captain Broke ordered 
a survey on her, the result of which was a 
recommendation to tow her to Simon's Bay. 

During our passage we had considerable 
ejperience in towing a lai^ ship in a sea- 
way. In the first place we tried large hawsers 
and messenger, but everything in the shape of 
rope snapped like packthread as this huge 
ship buried her bows in the water; so we got 
her bower cable through our stem bawse-hol^ 
and she towed famously for a few hours; but^ 
from a little unsteadiness in her steerage, she 
gave a yaw which snapped a link; and we 
then, after a great deal of care and trouble 
gacceeded in getting the end of our bower 
chain to her, and, with fifty fathoms between 
us, towed her at the rate of eight knots with- 
out the least jerk, the bight but seldom risiiig 
oat of the water. 
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It vaa not without considerable difficulty 
that we managed to keep clear of the Tcssel 
vhilst she was hearing onr chain on board, 
for the least moTement of the engines more 
than requisite would hare snapped the hawser. 
The moment they stopped the two ships were 
being drawn together ; and I had just tamed 
in, well fagged, when I felt the ship tremble 
violently, and heard a crashing noise, which 
appeared to be occasioned by all the bolts 
being drawn out of the deck. "Without wait- 
ing to dresB I rushed on deck, the sentry telI-» 
ing me as I passed him, that the Kyle had 
Vun into us, " carried away the stem and md-< 
der," and was tearing us to pieces. The 
moment I put my foot on deck I saw it all : 
we had been shortening sail, and the fore-sheet 
had got foul of the wheel.- The order was 
given to " stop her," and of course the bight 
of the chain brought the two ships together, 
and the crash we heard was the doubling up 
of the stem boat. Fortunately I was just in 
time to prevent something worse; for the 
moment she touched us the order was given 
to go on, and the engines had been already set 
in motion, whilst this immense, deeply-laden 
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merchantman was broadside on to our stem. 
Another rcTolution ■would have brought the 
whole momentum of upwards of a thousand 
tona OD the cable, and either torn her bowa 
out, snapped the chain, or ripped up our decks. 
However, we soon got all right again, and 
towed her without farther mishap into Simon's 
Bay, and receired £1,200 salvage. 

In February, 1846, we took on board troops 
to endeayour to eCFect a landing at the Kowie 
River. On the way we touched at Algoa Bay 
and took in a pilot, a Mr. Salmon, who had 
commanded vessels on that coast, and was 
considered a most enterprising and experi- 
enced hand; and as the weather was exceed- 
ingly fine, we felt very sanguine as to the 
success of our expedition, on which not a little 
depended, as it would have shewn the Caffres 
that we could throw a body of men into the 
country bordering dn Caffraria whenever we 
chose. We found, however, a heavy swell alt 
along the coast, and I was sent, with the pilot 
and Mr. Bodie, a master lent from the Win- 
chester, in a paddle-box boat to reconnoitre; 
and we found a complete wall of surf idl along 
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the beach. To bare attempted a landiDg, even 
Tithont troops in the boat, woold have been 
courting certain destraction. Independent of a 
sweeping current setting throngb intricate chan- 
Dels formed bj rocks jnst avasb, vhich vould 
endanger the safety of loaded and not easily 
mani^ed boats, there is an almost constant 
BveU, ■which I have frequently obfierred for 
years on this inho^itable ehore, exposed to 
all the foiy of the Southern Ocean, vith its 
prevailing south-easterly winds. I should 
imagine that there are bat few days out of 
die 365 in vhich a boat could be beached vith 
safety. Now and then, however, small vessels 
are enabled to run into the river, and there 
they stick sometimes. 

The barometer indicating bad weather, we 
returned to Algoa Bay, where we landed the 
troops, and then stu'ted once more for Simon's 
Bay, and shortly after our return the Presi- 
dent arrived with the flag of Rear-Admiral 
Dacres, and relieved the Winchester, which 
sailed for England on March 1st, bearing with 
her our best wishes, and many whoso friendship 
and society we had highly valued and enjoyed; 



N Google 



CAFE RECIFE. 239 

No one who has not actually been from home 
for a lapse of jears can conceiTC the feelings 
with wibich we look at ship after ship grada- 
allj sinking below the horizoa on her home- 
ward-bonnd voyage, and think of the joyful 
hearts they contain. 

About the latter end of March, aflfairs began 
to look very threatening on the frontier, and 
nothing was beard of but fire and destruction 
by the Cafires, who were rushing in thousands 
on this poor devoted colony. Accordingly 
■we were sent to Table Bay, where we em- 
barked a detachment of the 27th Regiment, 
and 500 stand of arms for Algoa Bay, on the 
27tb, and on the evening of the 30th we were 
so close to Cape Recife, that we could hear the 
breakers phunly ; but a strong breeze spring- 
ing up from the westward, we were obliged to 
lay-to under storm-sails all night, and in the 
morning we had a specimen of the uncertainty 
of the currents on this coast. Generally 
speaking, they set to the westward at least 
thirty miles in twenty-four hours ; but on this 
0(»:a8ion we were the same distance to the 
eastward, and found ourselves close to the 
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Bird lalands, instead of between Cape St. 
Frances and Recife ; so we bad to shorten all 
sail, down masts and yards, and steam up 
against a strong head wind. 

On otir rehim to Simon's Bay, on April 3rd, 
we found that the President had sailed ■ for 
Algoa Bay with the GoTemor, Sir Per^^ine 
Maitland, and, with the exception of towing 
the Mariner transport to Cape Hanglip, on 
her way to Port Elizabeth, we had nothing to 
do until the 11th of May, when we embarked 
eighty marines, one hundred soldiers, and sizty- 
five burghers, with a large quantity of arms 
and ammunition for Algoa Bay. On our 
passage back, we chased and came up with a 
Dutch barque about dusk, and were much 
amused at the commotion we caused on board ; 
for they were eyidently labouring imder the 
impression that we did not see the ship, and 
were about to mn her down. Lights were 
flying about fore and aft, and the bell was 
being rung furiously ; whilst a man sang out, 
" Keep fadder off!" " Keep fadder o£f !" I was 
sent to board her, and found her to be a 
vessel fi"om Batavia with coffee, &c. 
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On May 25tli, Te gave a parting dinner to 
our much esteemed Captain Broke, vbo had 
been promoted, and 'was to sail on tlie folloir- 
ing daj in the Mariner; and as nothing bnt 
good feeling and respect towards him had 
existed thronghoat the ship from the date of 
her commission, ve could not sufficiently ex- 
press onr regret at parting ; and as the greatest 
mark of respect we could show him, we pulled 
him on hoard the transport in the gig in our 
uniforms, -whilst the men gave him three hearty 
dieers. Scarcely was he out of sight, when 
our new commander, Lient. Belgrare, received 
orders to prepare for sea -which, after a heavy 
da/s work takiog in and securing a three 
decker's moorings, was anything but agreeable, 
particularly as the man-hole doors were off, 
and the boilers half scaled. However, we set 
to work with a wUl, and were ready for a start 
in fire hours. 

At midnight, westeamedout of the Bay, taking ' 
one hundred seamen, and twelve marines, from 
the President, to garrison Cape Town, where 
some distnrbances were anticipated. In rais' 
ing the Burgher force for the frontier, many of 
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the men were paid sobstitotes, and oonseted 
of the Tory dregs of the people; and with(Hit 
some Vind of restraint ' han^ng over them, 
would hare soon become nnmanageable. As 
it was, our men kept the town quiet, and 
parties of seamen, under the warrant officers, 
rehered each other on board the ships taken 
np to convey the new leriea to Algoa Bay, 
and quashed many an outbreak at its yerj 
commencement. 

After remaining thiee weeks in Tatde Bay, 
we receiyed the thanks of the Colonial Gtoreni- 
ment, and left our friends at Cape Town fiiUy 
satisfied that British seamen, when under strict 
and proper diedpUne, can act on shcne as well 
as afloat, and prore themeelres anything but 
the reckless beings they are generally ccm- 
aidered. 

On our aniT^ at Simon's Bay, we found 
there the French frigate Armide, and met her 
officers at the Admiral's, who gare them a large 
dinner and ball, and on the foIWii^ day 
Bome urgent despatd^ caSed the Admiral to 
Cape Town, and prereaited faim from dining 
on boud the Frenchman. Hysterioot rqxjrt* 
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b^ao to float about, that we 'were to go some^ 
vfkere immediat^j, and ve vera ordered to 
taie in an extoa quantity itf coal, biead, and 
spirita ; and I vaa sent for and questioned 
about the MozamtHque, QuiUimane, &c., vhidt 
erentuallj javTed to be our destination. 

At this time, tiie Kaffirs appeared to hare 
it all their ovn vay on the frontier ; and an 
article in the "Cape Town Mail," headed, 
" Losa of Forty-tHie Waggons," Mt eyery one 
on the ^ vive, and m all the particulars may- 
not hare reached England, I £hall endearour 
to gire some idea oi the haraeaing warfare. 

It appears tluU the vaggon-train started 
shortly aftar snsrise, under the Ml expectation 
of being attodted by the Kaffirs, in charge of 
Mr, Dixoo, who, with a party of biffghers, had 
Tolunteered his aerrices ; and irith Mr. Lucas 
and thirteen of his troop, took the lead, the 
io&atry being placed in the centre, and the 
remainder of Lucas's troop hrin^ng up the 
rear. 

On reaching the Bbi6 Birer they were joined 
by sixty tacn of tibe 91st Begiment, who i^ 
oot hovcnrer aite tiia ndw of adraiwe. The 
H a. 
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waggons were now at a point where the road 
became much broken, hilly, bnshj, and tortu- 
OOB, and here the Kaffirs had posted themselrea 
to dilute their further progress ; and jnst as 
the adranced guard had reached the summit 
of the first ridge, a he&vj fire was opened on 
them from the thick bush and rocks bj the 
roadside, which killed two horses and a Fingoe. 
Beyond this elevated bushy mound, where the 
enemy had so strongly, posted themaelres, was 
a small patch of open ground, and the moment 
the first ToUey was fired, the burghers, under 
the command of Mr, Dixon, plunged into the 
bush, and gained this position. Dismounting 
from their horses, the troopers endeayoured to 
push their way through the bush with the 
wa^^n, but were met at the same spot with a 
most deadly fire which killed ire oxen. As 
they fell they were cut away from the yokes, 
in the hope that the rest would struggle through 
the pass, which was only effected by Messrs. 
Dixon and Lucas putting their shoulders to 
the wheel, whilst the soldiers goaded the oxen 
with their bayonets ; and in the open space 
abore mentioned, the burghers took up a good- 

p<Hiti(HL- 
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The second vaggon liad to pasa through the 
some ordeal, and as it approached, the Kaffirs 
poured m the same destnictiTe fire, -which was 
steadily and vigorounlj returned bj the 91st, 
for about ten minutes ; -when a large body of 
savages vas'seen moring dovn the main road, 
vith the apparent intention of cutting off tbe 
communication between the buigbers and the 
rest of the waggons. They were obliged, 
therefore, to fell back on the second one, 
losing two civilians, and several horses of their 
gallant little body. By this time the retreat 
had become general, and the result of this 
disastrous affair was the loss of four men killed 
and two wounded, eighteen horses killed or 
lost, and forty-one -waggons with all their 
oxen and stores. The only consolation ia^ 
that the ammunition-waggons had been left 
behind. 

The abore will give you some idea of the 
, kind of people we have to deal with when you 
hear of war with the savages. Savage indeed 
are they, but day by day getting more expert 
in the use of fire-arms, and so observant of 
our least movements, that I have heard o£&cers 
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describe their tiiroving out slumisbers as being 
quite eqvial to our own manceoTres. The; are 
Suaay Mows too, hailing our sddiera, ud 
tellipg them what they are about to do, throw- 
ing defiiutco in tbeir' teeth, and making an 
manj grimaces a»d geaUires as uonkej-s. Their 
enpiiing makes tbem fiUly awaare oS the huioa^ 
nitj of the 'Ea^isb. character, whi<^ prerentB 
tts frota killing an unarmed man ; so when the^ 
find themaelres taken unawares, thej tiirow 
their arms into the buah, preiokd to be friendly 
Kaffirs, and in all probability fire on our 
troops when they get to a conresient di»- 
tanoe. 

On We^eedtiy, June 24th, having filled the 
»ii&r stoke-hole, and stowed ninety bags on 
-deck, wd started, with 380 tons of coab on 
board, for tho Mozambique Ohuind, to ccdleot 
the squadron and send them to Maur^ns to 
Join the Admiral, who, it was expected, would 
proceed with th^n to Madagascar to radearonr 
to open the trade and bring ihe Ovaa to an 
aeoount for all their misdeeds. At 4 p.il, 
the wind being Uar, we UyA. off the loata, 
.wA artraged six knot« until the moming of 
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the 26tii nndM Bail aJone; but tibe viod &It 
ing reiy light, ve got under steam, vod had 
BCRToeiy made a &cah start, irkea a ressel in- 
shore vas obBctrred to fire a gun, and ve /stood 
towaidfi her. She ptored to be the Mury 
Anne from. Madras, vitk a d^adzae^ of the 
57tii Begiment oo faoazd, ander the oommand 
of HajcT Shadfbrih, who, vith scTeral of the 
oSuxm, came on bojud, and played a rerj 
good stici at the ale, porter, bread and butter,' 
one party raring the other, and making up 
for ten weeks' diort allowance. We gare then* 
liie diaagreeaUe inteUigence that iu all proba? 
lulitj thej would go to the froutier instead of 
England, and supplied th^n witJi flour, bread*' 
and malt. In l^e boat that came for the 
eecond party of oflfcers was one solitary indi- 
vifUia], who DO doubt anticipated from tha 
tx/port of his more fortunate brothers iu amu^ 
a BimiUr "blow out;" but there is many a 
dip between the cop and the Up, and our time 
and steam being pcecMua, he gcrfi m^thing but 
ezpreBfiions of regret Jiiat he had not corns 
before, u we were off inaiediately. Thus 
faded his TisiODB of sofl: tac^ in the moke; 
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vhich in about half an hour vas tdl that coold 
be aeea of its whereabout. 

On the 28th we fell in nith the Sappho on 
her retom from Mauritius, and whilst our 
Commander was on board, her Firet Lieute- 
nant and Master came to shake us bj the 
hand, as they had orders for old England. 
We just had time to drink their healths in 
champagne, when away we started on oar 
respecfciTe cruises. A break of this kind, 
though lasting but a few minutes, rariea the 
monotony of a long voyage, cheers one up, 
and gives a point for the memory to dwell on 
when looking bacLon the past. It tends also 
to create a good feeliog amongst the men, who 
found many a yam on such simple events. 

Economising our steam as much as possible , 
by working expansively, and taking advantage 
of every ftur wind to unship the floats, we 
found on July 3rd that the current had drifted 
OS so far to leeward that we were obliged to 
put on a third boiler to enable us to reach 
Delagoa Bay before dark. On approaching 
the land to the southward of Cape Oolatto, it 
makes like a number of small islands; gra- 
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dually sand hills and sandy patches make their 
appearance until near Cape Colatto, when the 
country begins to look thickly -wooded, and 
the north extreme of the island of Inyach is 
not imlike Point Natal on a small scale. The 
bay is Terj large, and has a most uninviting 
appearance, being studded with hidden rocks 
and shoals; and now and then a white-crested 
breaker, in what appeared before a clear pas- 
sage, was quite sufficient warning to keep off; 
and as we could see that no ships were at the 
anchorage, we shaped our course for Inhambau. 
Delagoa Bay is the south extreme of the Por- 
tuguese possessions on the east coast of .Africa. 
They have a small garrison and a Governor. 
The slave trade has increased there very much 
of late, and a ship sails from there yearly 
laden with ivory for the Bombay market. 

On the 5th July we were off Inhamban, 
and as soon as it was broad dayhght observed 
what we took to be a vessel under all sail 
standing out of the river; and as there ard 
very few honest traders in this part of the 
world we were kept on the qui vive for about 
an hour, vhen it was discovered to be a mark 
H 3 
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on the land, ao ve stood along tlie coast Sat 
Luabo, made it on the 7th, ran aH. day in 
Beren fathoms' vater, and in the ereoing 
reached the anchorage off Quillimane, where, 
as nsual, the Tolling was atrful and foUj bore 
oat mj preTious descriptions. Not a soul, I 
believe, got a vink of deep that night In 
the morning I vap ordered to get the pinnace 
out, and endeaTonred to lay out a kedge to 
spring the ship's head to the swell; but a 
strong current preTOnted me; and bj watehing 
the roll and letting her go bj the pin when 
dear of the gunwale we managed it without 
any damage, and, after con^wable difficulty, 
succeeded in rigging and preparing her for a 
trip up to the town, where we had to leare 
despatches for the Cleopatra. 

About half-past nine a party consisting of 
' the Commander, Campbell, Mr. KamiltoD, the 
Purser, Dr. Hastings, a youngster, and myseL^ 
Started with a fine fair wind and (for Quilli- 
mane) a moderate swell, which led me to anti- 
<^ate but little difficulty in crossing the bar; 
bn^ as it happened, we were placed in a mort 
pwilouB position, for the rolters were setting 
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m. much bearier than I imagmed, and vhi]^ 
ruatimg on the tc^ of a white-crested la^ako'^ 
Hie tiller enapped ehoit off in my hand and 
^ boat l^oacheid to. FortuBately ve v&ce 
goii^ at audi ui awful rate that the saila -wexe 
heeaitmed and the main-boom did not jib, and 
by ^eat exertion I was enabled to alae the 
rudder with my fingea:* in the tiller-hole before 
the {text aea OTartook us, which would most 
assuredly have swamped the boat had we not 
receiyed it end on. 

My feelings oo this oocasion were rather 
curious. In the first place, I had the greatest 
oiu^dence in the stability of the pinnace, a fine 
boat twenty-eight feet long with plenty of 
boam^ but, like many of our men-of-war's 
boats, some inches to& low for a surf boat, for 
I har« fiGHjuid from experience on these bars 
that, whra tixa whole body has to be auppcnrted 
ou » breaking irare, Uie ibam is apt to boil 
over the .gonwa^ which was the cause of my 
being filled and cafttiaed in the Gleopatra's 
gig on the aaoie tspab. The remembnuice of 
that avfal-day is siva^ most viridly presoA 
H^MaeffiT I .'C]»» » ibv ifaren in £ne :weatberi. 
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and has such an effect on mj nerroB, that 
although mj presence of mind is probably 
increased by it, and enables me to act on the 
instant, I find myself after the danger is past 
Ambling like a lea£ On the present occasion 
BO one seemed to be aware of the great danger 
Te were in but myself; but one and all agreed 
that I had not vrithout reason designated the 
bar of Qaillimane as dangerous and treaeher- 
ons. 

The contrast, however, after getting over 
it, is pleasant in the extreme, and on this day 
more particolariy so, as it was quite new to 
all but myself, and very few of the party had 
ever seen anything approaching to the scene 
that opened out on them. Instead of rolling 
and tossing about, it was as smooth as a mill- 
pond. Hippopotami, peUcans, and numberless 
birds afforded capital marks for the sportsman; 
the negroes scattered along the shore fishing, 
or sailing lazily under the branch of a tre^ 
formed picturesque groups quite novel to the 
European eye ; and, although the freshness of 
feeling wears off by use, it was no small satis- 
^ction to be able to point oat the different 
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objects of interest to mj compaQions as ve all 
bat tOQched the mangrove bushes on otir vay 
up the riyer. 

Soon after noon ve landed, and first pro- 
ceeded to the house of my old friend Senhor 
Azredo, who was taking his siesta, but soon 
made his appearance looking Terj ill with the 
fever; but still delighted to see us. From him 
-we learnt that Lieutenant Gibson and my 
brother had been there but a week before 
from the. Oleopatra, on board which ship there 
had been a great deal of sickness, to which my 
much lamented friend Alexander had fallen a 
Tictim — the second of four of lis who left 
England together and met an untimely end 
in the execution of their duty. May they 
meet a happier and a better world! The 
Helena had also suffered, having forty on the 
sick list at one time, and her commander, Sir 
Comwallis Rickets, had been living on shore 
for some time at the Govemor^G^neral's house. 

The information I man^d to pick up was 
most interesting to me, as it corroborated most 
of what I have before related in the former 
pages, making something like a finished story 
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of mj nanatire; and I think mj best plan 
will be to copy the notes I made at the time 
dmost Terbatim. The Cleopatra, they said, 
had "pUm/ed the DevU" at Aogonha, taking the 
Lucj Penniman, an Ameiican barque, and 
burning a brig called the Kentucky, which, 
Btrange enough, was the same vessel that I 
aav at Quillimane under American colours, 
in company with the Anna. This latter craSb, 
it will be remembered, I took to the Oape 
after we had captured her o£f Luabo fully 
equipped. The Kentucky was also one of the 
brigs that escaped from Inhambau with a 
caigo. of slaves, when Paulo Roderique managed 
to get three clear c^with 1,500. 

The fate of this man was a just one, and a 
wamii^ to those who spend their Uvea in 
amaasiug ill-gotten wealth. Not contented 
with his agency of ten dollars for every slave 
he shipped, be endeavoured to cheat the 
owners by desiring the captain of one of tlis 
vessels to sell fifty blacks which belonged to 
them, on his own account at Rio. This shipper, 
however, let the cat out of the bag, and Paide 
Roderique lost, not only his expected money 
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!oc the fifty alaves, but the vhc^ of Gta 
agencj as irell, and vas Uving in a state of 
indigeDce at Ria 

MartonbtM, the last of the slaTO-agents here 
(or the Oompanj at Eio, had been obliged to 
leare Quillimane, having become kDOwn to Uie 
En^ifdi, and offidallj rq)orted to the Qoremor- 
Oe&^al, which would have led to his impri- 
somnent — one of the maQj instanoes vhereia 
our information caused the removal of the 
t»iDcipal supporters of the shtve-trade on this 
coast, and which did more towanls snppressiiig 
it than all the captures we made. In about 
half an hour after our arriral, the Oommander 
and mjBelf paid our respects to the Governor, 
who received us in bed, to whicii he was con- 
fined by fever, liver, headache, aad a com^ica- 
tion of chronic complaints acting npon an old 
asd worn-out frame. Of hia own accord he 
touched on the ^ve trade^ whidi he decried 
as the most abominable traffic on the face of 
the earth, regretbing t^t there were not soane 
UteMs por castiJoT (with »et iaeth) the villains 
engaged in it. He tJien named several riverB 
which the slavera bad fee^ittitfid since ve had 
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driven them iroin Qaillimane; bat hu informa-- 
tion vas of too general a character to be of 
. any service, and ve beard afterwards that he 
had been superseded and ordered to Mozam- 
bique, to answer before the Judge and 
Qovemor-GJeneral, for conniving at the slave- 
trade. . Poor old man! I trust he will be 
able to clear himself, for I am satisfied tiiat he 
'was sincere in his professions on his first 
arrival ; but the temptation is almost too great 
for any man who gets 300 dollars a year paid 
in dmigaree ; and who by shutting his eyes for a 
day or two, may at the end of that time open 
them and find 15,000 on his table. 

After dining at Azredo's, I went round with 
Dr. Hastings to visit several sick, amongst 
others a man who had been wounded the 
night before. He had been dining with two 
friends, and before parting they had quarreled; 
and after he hadj>een in bed a short time a 
knock was heard at his door, on which he 
demanded the reason of' his being disturbed at 
that hour of the night 1 The answer induced 
him to open the door, when he received the 
contents of a muaket in his right arm, the ball 
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passing behind the shoulder-blade and wound- 
ing him in the lungs. Altogether he presented 
a fearM appearance, and with the miserable 
attendance he would have, there was hut little 
chance of his recovery. 

The slave trade seems at a very low ebb at 
Quillimane, and the people are beginning to 
seek for other employment for their slaves, 
cultivating a great quantity of com and rice 
for exportation to Mozambique and Lisbon; 
and Isidore the late collector of customs, who 
has been so deeply engaged in the slave trad^ 
has purchased a vessel, which he intends to 
load with ivory, rice, bees'-waz, and wood, all 
the produce of Quillimane. He consulted me 
on the subject of manning his vessel, stating 
that he found considerable difficulty in procuring 
a crew, and asked me if I thought it safe for 
him to liberate a number of his blacks, protiore 
the proper papers for their manumission, enter 
them on the muster-roll, and clothe them in 
the European fashion. I told him candidly, 
after consulting with Mr. Hamilton, that I 
thought it would be at the least a dangeovus 
experiment, as he would probably find much 
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difficulty io perstuulmg the officexs of erarj 
cniiser that all vas right, in vMch case he 
m^t be subjected to mudi iaconTenieiioe hj 
detention, and probaUj have his Tessd am- 
demned, if any of the liberated slaree thoo^ 
proi>er to declare that be bad been f(m»d on 
board against hia vill. 

H&nj a poor felloir, bcnrerer, might in wy 
opinion gain bis freedom in tbia vaj if tiie 
thing vaa rightlj anderstood, but there have 
been so many instances known of the men 
tbaa emandpated being sold again at Rio after 
t^e Toyage, that it is difficult to know -wioA 
^Tiee to giTe as long as tbe profit of a sUtc 
ia about 1,000 per cent.; and I fear mudi,that 
poor blackey suffers as much from tbe mistake 
ze(d of his would-be friends, as he does fr>OBi 
tbe wretcbee who consign him to elarery. 

I made diligent inquiries about the slare 
trade carried on at Angonba, ajid am fed to 
beliere that it has only of late become a place 
for tbe exportation of slaves for t^e Brazils, 
tnd that the Lacy Fenniman, Kentudky, and 
two others which escaped, are the oaly resKla 
whioh hare attempted to take in caxgoet t&era. 
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The Mftjojoa have, however, for manj years 
cairied on a brisk trade in human fle^ bj 
meana of Arab dovs, vith Zanzibar, Johanna^ 
uid the Bed Sea; but of late, the S^pho^ 
Uutine, and Helena, hare taken and destrojed 
sereral of these vesads, and put a temporary 
(^eck on it But there are ao many rirers and 
inlets on this coast which a man-of-var cannot 
i^roacb, ^at ve might as well trj to alter 
the correntB in the Mozambique channel as sUxf 
the slare trade with sailing vessels. 

By manj it is supposed that the elarK are 
driven to this river from Quillimane: this ii^ 
however, quite a mistake, as the tribes inhabit- 
ing the country about Quizungo are indepen- 
dent and warlike, cutting ofiF all communication 
between the two places ; and vast numbers of 
slaves, with large quantities of gum-copal, and 
ivory, come from the interior down this beau- 
tiful river, which aflbrda every facility for 
legitimate trade. . 

In September, 1846, 1,400 free blacks 
arrived at Quillimane, each carrying an an'ol 
or thirty-two pounds of ivory. They describi 
the placg thej came from as being near 
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Angola on the west coast than to Quillimaiie, 
and they had been fifteen moons travelling 
having frequently to fight their vay, and living 
by the chase. They sold their ivory for coarse 
blue dungaree, at a ridiculously cheap rat^ 
and 'returned to their country highly satisfied 
with their (to them) great riches, and in a few 
years more a like visitation may be expected. 
What a famous channel through which to in- 
troduce civilization into Africa, and show the 
savages how much better it would be to engage 
in this kind of traffic than destroy each other 
by slavery; but the white man's love of gain 
is stronger than his power of doing good. 
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— A BLiaUT MISTAKE. — DR. PETERS. — SCARCITY OF 

WATER SLAVERS TAKEN IN THE RIVER ANOONHA. — 
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' BELIH.— PORT LOUIS. LADY OOHH'S FANCY BAZAAR. ■ 

— THE CAPE. — SIR PEREORINE HAITLAND. THE 

KAFFIRS. — ENHANCE TOTtlE BUFFALO RIVER. — FULLY 
EMPLOYED.— flUfON'S BAY. 

I HATS on a fonner occasion mentioned that 
the Landines, a tribe of Kaffirs from the neigh- 
bourhood of Delagoa Bay, who had been - 
driven back bj the disaflfected Boers of Natal, 
had overrun the interior of Africa, and they 
hare now established themselrea in the neigh- 
bourhood of the Portuguese Prazoa, levying 
contributions of bales of cloth and other mer- 
chandize, in the name of Denjan or that 
worthy's son; allowing those only who pa 
them tribute to purchase ivory, kc, from tl 
neighbouring tribes. Oddly enough, whiL 
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this story vaa being related to me by Azvedo 
one of his owa elephant hunters came in, 
having done nothing, for fear of these in- 
Tad»%. 

A Pole, named Lulcomski, who keeps a 
store at Cape Town, has been allowed bj the 
Goremor-Qeiieral of Mozambique to enter the 
different ports on the coast with a large assort- 
ment of English goods, for which he is to get 
ivory, rice, bees'-wai and other produce erf" the 
country, thus opening an eitensive commerce 
between these fertile regions and the Cape. 
He intends also to combine it with Mauritius 
in the following maooer: Starting from the 
Oap^ he will call at all the intennediate ports 
betweea Belagoa Bay and Mozamlaqtie; froiu 
this place he will freight a Portugaese vessel 
to JohaoQa and Ooiooro for bullock^ tnuisship 
them, go with them to Uauritiiui and i^sa 
return to tJhe difforeut ports for the ivory, && 
£>r his gaodi h& with an agent at each place. 
The plan seems to be a feasible one in theory, 
but I fear the &ver, agents, and detention from 
thi^ eternal Fcfftnguese word "Amanka,^ 
Tonld eat up tdi profits. 
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The American brigaDtine Porpoise, which I 
boarded in October, 1844, with the crews of 
two Teasels on board that had been turned 
orer to tjie Brazilians fcH- the slave trade, bad 
beoi seized on her arrival at Rio bj the 
AmmcaD Commodore, on suspicion of having 
been engt^ed in that traffit^ in consequence o( 
which a row had taken place between him and 
Uie Brazilian Goremment, who denied his right 
CO seize a Teasel, ev^m under the colours of hio 
own nation, in their waters. She was eren- 
toally, howerer, sent to America to be tried, 
and I think that I have now prettj well 
accounted for aJl the men and vessels, of a 
doubtful character in the preceding part of this 
narrative— but now, without doubt, the rt^es 
and slaTes we always considered them. 

On iiie 9th we were all engaged to dine 
wi& Senhor Morgado, whom I hsTe often 
loentioned before. At two o'clock, bdng 
unions to make a start for the Point at foor, 
aboTtt three we sat down to a most sumptooas 
mteitunment : the first course consisted of 
twenty-one di^s, and the second of as many 
toon oi sweets, {HreserTes, and fruii; and oat 
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host vas BO hearty in hid hoapitalitj and in 
giring complimentatj toasts, that we did not 
get into the boat until half-past fiye. We were 
followed to the beach bj oar kind entertainera, 
who loaded us with all kinds of refreslrmeDts. 
'Azredo had picked up wonderfully, merely 
from the little change of society, and I do not 
wonder at their being glad to see even the 
English, who are constantly cutting up their 
trade; for a more miserable state of existence 
than theirs cannot be conceived. Half th^r 
day is spent in sleep, the other half in gos- 
sipping and smoking; whilst cut off ^m all 
communication with the rest of the world, they 
are dying by inches of a slow fever, which 
brings with it a complication of chronic dis- 
orders, and very few return to their native 
country with the wealth they have amassed. 

We gave them three cheers at p&rting, and 
worked about six miles down the river, when 
I took the boat too close in-shore, and she' 
grounded in soft mad; so, t^r vain endea- 
TOUTB to get her off, we had to make the best 
of it for a few hours amongst myriads of mus- 
quitoea. A rising tide, however, and a li^t 
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lanctbreeze, enabled U3 to get down to ' the 
bar by daylight. The bar waa perfectly 
smooth, and -ve arrived on board at eight 
o'clock, much pleased on the whole with our 
variegated trip. 

We immediately weighed for Mozambique, 
and in the afternoon fell in with H.M.F.M.'8 
brig Don Juan de Castro, with a Major 
OampoB on board, the successor to Madeira 
at Quillimane as Governor; but we could 
learn nothing new of the Cleopatra or Helena 
from the officer who boarded us. A rather 
amusing incident occurred with him: whilst 
in the cabin he wished to write down the 
name, &c., of the steamer, for which purpose 
Barnes, the clerk, who happened to be present, 
lent him a handsome gold pencil-case, which, 
after being used, was left on the table. The 
Commander, coming in just afterwards, when 
I had taken Ihe Portuguese to the gnu-room, 
and seeing this smart a£fair, fancied that he 
had forgotten it, and said to me, " This would 
be rather a serions loss to him," and walked 
into the gun-room, presenting it with a very 
polite bow. The other very coolly pocketed 
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it, aad it vas not until ftfter we had puisd 
company that It vas foond to belong to poor 
Bailies. 

On the 11th ve fell in with a brig under 
Portuguese colours, and on nearing het 1 
recognized my old friend Dr. Peters, and went 
on board the JDel&na, belonging to and ooia- 
manded bj Trou, the Frenchman, who had tiie 
Cientil Liberador when I iiret came on the 
station. The Doctor and I were mutnallj 
delighted at meeting, and had as long a chat 
aa the time would allow. He was on his way 
to lahamban and Delagoa Bay, to prosecute 
his reae(ut;hra for objects of Natural Hictory, 
a large collection of which he had already seat 
to Berlin, — at the expense thougb, I am afrud, 
of his constitution, for he looked almost blood- 
less, and his ears were as transparent as a bit 
of parchment. 

We did not arrive at Moxambique mdiil the 
13th, having a current of three miles an hour 
aguost ns idl the way from the Fiimeiro 
Islands. The Qovemment pilot took diarge 
of us off the entrance, which, tJiough well 
known and not difficult, is nUiier narrow, wid 
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the tides set directly on the shoala. On an- 
choring, I was sent on shore to wait on his 
Eioellency the Gk»Tenior-G-eneraI on the part 
of the Commiuider, and with the purser made 
arrangements Tritii Mr. Nobr^ for a sappij of 
wood and water, for I found that we could 
not get the latter as heretofore from the 
Goremment tanks at the Fort, in consequence 
of their running short the year before, when 
the Governor refused to allow the Fortugdese 
men-of-war to hare any, after having given it 
to the English. This caused much discontent; 
and all ships are now obliged to pay the large 
sum of a dollar per pipe. There is, however, 
a bay a little to the northward, where our 
men-of-war can water tiiemaelves. In the 
course of the forenoon, 4^e Commander came 
on shore, and I accompanied him to the 
paUtce, where we learnt the following particu- 
lars about the Cleopatra. 

In consequence of the written permission, 
wluch the Governor hod- given Captain WyviU, 
to enter all the rivers tad secondary ports of 
the Portuguese possessions on the east coast of 
Africa, four boats were sent up the Itiver 
S 2 
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Angonha in June, under the command of 
Lieutenant Gibson, who had young Jago irith 
him in the barge. Lieutenant Hornby had the 
second gig. Lieutenant Denman the Imavin 
(a private boat), and Mr. Bi^ley the cutter. 
On entering the river they perceived a brig 
which, on the approach of this formidable 
force, -was set fire to and deserted by her 
crew. Hornby, however, managed to board 
and measure her, and fonnd that she was 
fully equipped for the slave trade, with her 
coppers mounted on deck ; — and this was 
the Kentucky before mentioned. 

In another branch of the river a barque 
was discovered, and on being boarded, the 
mate and several of the crew came forward 
and asked for protection against the captain, 
who they declared had brought them there 
against their will to carry on the slave trade, 
and was about, they were afraid, to make away 
with them, and replace them by Brazilians 
who had been smuggled on board after the 
ship had left Rio. All this the captain de- 
nied; and expressing a wish to be landed, the 
second gig waa given to him. However, on . 
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her approachkig the shore, the demonstrations 
appeared so hostile that she laid on her oars 
until a canoe came off for him, and he ap- 
pointed an hour for returning; but aa the 
four boats approached the rendezTous, a brisk 
fire vas opened on them from the bush within 
thirty yards, which was returned with grape, 
canister, and -musketry, until the ammunition 
was nearly expended; when seeing no signs of 
the captain, they returned to the barque with 
four men wounded, and took her out to the 
Cleopatra. I was much pleased to hear that 
my two young friends, Jago and Bagley, had 
behaved with the greatest coolness under fire. 

This barque was the Lucy Penniman, which 
on a former occasion brought cargo to pur- 
chase 5,000 slares at Quillimane ; and in the 
present instance had been loaded with goods 
for the purpose of obtaining cargoes for three 
Teasels, two of which actually escaped from 
this said River Angonha. She was placed in 
charge of Mr. Chase, the American Consul at 
the Cape, who communicated with his Govern- 
ment, and she was eventually given up to her 
owners, and has, I daro say, long ere this 
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found her yr&y to the same profitable irater^ 
There the ehanees of escape are so many. Id 
fact, frith American coloors she nms no ridk, 
if the captain and crev are true to each 
other. 

The Oleopatra had also dnv^i anotho- Tea- 
sel on shore at Delagoa Baj, -which was taken 
possesaion of by the Portuguese Boldiere, and 
afterwards taken by Lieutenant Hornby and 
my brother John to Mozambique, where she 
remains until it is decided by the Home Go- 
Temmrats whose prize she legally ia. Most 
probably she will be sold, and start afresh as 
soon as the Cleopatra goes o£f the station. 

The Goremor-General had sent an ambas- 
sador to the chief of &e Majojas at Angonha, 
threatening to send a force and puniah him 
severely if he peraiated in carrying en tiie 
^ve trade. For this purpose he will probaUy 
ask for the aasiatanco of the English squadron 
should he get an unfavourable answer. In the 
meantime, the chief of his own accord wrote 
to the Qi}Temor, complaining of being at- 
tacked, and declaring that he was not aware 
" that there was any harm in making slures ;" 
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that they made them at Qaillimane, and vhy 
should he not make themt 

I inqmred irhy the Gk>Tem<»r of QoiUimaDe, 
Al»eti de Madeira, had been sapcrseded, and 
fooud that it vas for countenancing MarUnhas, 
the slare agent, and aftenrards allowing him 
to escape after he had been turdered to impri- 
son him; and the cdd G}'«t^id dedared he 
votdd Bhoot one of them as an example, if 
they persisted in conniving at the fdave trade. 
He has already recalled tvo from Ibo; and 
Major Oampos, irhom he has now sent to 
QuiUimane, is an old soldier, has seven musket 
balls in his body, is mnch trusted by Govern- 
ment, and appears averse to the slave trade ; 
but he must be a wonderful fellow if he resist 
the chink of dollars, with the certainty of 
being laughed at afterwards for his scruple. 

On the 14tli, finding that tae wood and water 
did not come o£F fast enough for our Bnj^iish 
ideas of doing Wfsk, I was sent on shore to en- 
deavoor to pordiase any old wrecks or wood on 
the beach, and I aacceeded in getting a large 
dow, ^parentiy about 100 tois, built of veiy 
hard wood, and strongly fostened with iron. 
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The breaking her up seemed at first rather an 
arduous task, and ererybodj I asked told me 
I should take tvo days and a half — ^the For- 
togoese said a veek ; hoverer, we set to work 
vith a vill about 11 a.m., and bj 2 p.m., the 
beams being all sawn through, we got two 
ropes on her; got all our hands, uid about 
300 blacks on them, tmd roused her broadside 
out. By 5 P.M., she was demolished, aud two- 
thirds of her on board the ^p. 

The scene od the beach during this operation 
was one of the most exciting and amnsiag I 
have ever witnessed, and will long be remem- 
bered at Mozambique as an astonishing proof 
of English strength and perseTerance. Our 
large powerful stokers, with arms like legs, 
making enormous sledge hammers flj round 
their heads like paddle-wheels, rending la^e 
masses of timber at everj blow, appeared like 
^ants to the poor half-starved looking devils 
who are obliged to have a slave to open their 
ejes of a morning. Hundreds of men, women, 
and children were employed knocking out tiie 
nails with stones, and for every nail they 
had to. carry a load down to the boat, for 



■, GooqIc 



■wiath purpose I kept a quarter-maater con- 
sta&Uy loading them, so that the dov ap- 
peared to be actually walking into the sea. 
Poor darkie entered into the spirit of the 
thing, and when large masses came down with 
a crash, they yelled with delight. Poor de- 
graded beings, how much might their condition 
be improved! but here they are ground dowa 
to the lowest state of human degradation, and 
it is frightful to contemplate beings so little 
raised abore the bmte creation in a place 
which has been in the possession of Christians 
(so called) for hundreds of years. 

The Commander, Mr. Hamilton, and I dined 
with the Goremor-General, and met Captain 
de Valle, commanding the brig Tejo, and 
senior officer of Her Most Faithful Majesty's 
naval forces in the Mozambique. He has been 
scTeral years in the En^sh serrice, and speaks 
our language perfectly. He seems in earnest 
about putting down the slave trade, and has 
commenced operations by sending out the 
Villa Plor with sealed orders, — a capital plan, 
as it will bother the slave agents, who have 
been in the habit of conveying information to 
F 3 



N Google 



274 QUSBIT OF lUDAGiJCAB. 

the liTen about to be Tisited; for althoi^ 
there is no Biarery at Moutmbiqoe itself, all 
Hia merchants are more or less iDtereated in 
its being carried on elaevhere. 

The master of an American burque hdd me 
that two or three capttuns, vho had 8<^d their 
resseb at Bio, and afterwards brought them to 
the coast of A&ica under American colonre, 
had been subjected to a fine of 10,000 doUara, 
and five years' imprisonment, vhich looks as 
if the United States' l^brranment vas in earnest 
in putting down thesUve trade. Hehad been 
recently at Majunga (Madagascar), where he 
had not- been permitted to trade, or eren to 
Bell his powder, the Queen — or rather her mini- 
sters — being determined to haTe nothing to do 
with foreigners. He saja that the people 
themselTes are most aimous to trftde, and 
much dissatisfied with th$ existing state of 
agairs, caused priQCu>allj hj two men who 
have an English education, and have managed 
to got the whde goremment into their hands. 
He states also that the heir to the throDc, a lad 
libont fourteen years of age, and son of the late 
Radama, is beginning to look about him. and 
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to vish to put an end to the preseat troubles; 
80 I aball not be mrprised at faeariog that the 
QtiiiiatM^ hare lost their heads, or been obliged 
to take poison, u alternative generallj atloved 
to those olmoxioDB to the stronger party. 

On the 15th, at fire in the morning, I took 
a party on shore, and brought off the re- 
mainder of the donr, viih numerous pieoes of 
the main keels of large ressels, vhich had 
prored too hearj for the Moiambiquers to 
remore. So I bargained for them for ten 
dollars, and cleared the beach in a rery short 
time. I also tried to induce them to exert 
themselrea for once, and gire us an extra turn 
<^ vater; but a ahrug of the shouldera and 
titeir faToorite "Amanhaa" (to-morrov) vas 
aU I could get out of them ; so we bad to 
send our own men with breakers. During the 
day we veio visited by the whole of the free 
pqHilatioD of the place. First came five boat 
loada of Banyaoa in their white flowing robes 
and turbans of dotii of g(^d, and each oae 
(hou^t it inoumbmt on him to shake me faj 
the hand as he came oa deck. Their costume 
is pkborwqie qwki^, but I prefer it in the 
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back-ground ; so I soon got a large pQe of 
fire-wood between oa, bj sending them vith 
the corporal to see the ship. The boats of 
the Tejo then hroa^^t on board all the ladies 
of Mozambique, a moUej-looking groap of 
jellov, 8Diiff-aod-butter, and dingy-brown 
beings, with new rigs made for the occasion. 
To describe them it woold require one to have 
lived in the days of our great-grandmothers, 
when short waists and np-and-down figures 
were in vogue; and they looked so uncomfort- 
able in their thick dressea, warm enou^ 
almost for an English winter, and shoes large 
enough for men, that we had enough to do to 
keep our countenances and do the pohte. 
However, they were highly delighted witii 
their entertainment, and showed by their 
parting signs how grand they thought it aD. 

We got clear of the pilot by five, and 
unshipping the floats stood to the northward 
with a fine fiiir wind for two days, when being 
off Cape Delgado, the extreme of the terri- 
tory claimed by the Portuguese, we looked 
into the bay; but seeing nothing put our 
head off the coast of Africa,— that land (^ 
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slavery, debased human nature, disease, bri- 
bery, and corruption; the' grave of many a 
fine noble fellow who has been sacrificed to the 
impoffiible theories of orators vho have never 
been out of England, and look more to the 
immediate effect of their speeches on the peo- 
ple than the idtimate result. 

On the 18th, the current having set us con- 
siderably to the north, we got the steam up 
and commenced on onr vood, 38,000 small 
billets of which ve had got on board, besides 
the dow and wreck of all kinds, filling the 
space of about 100 tons of coals. It cost 
OS 172 dollars. The conunander, master, 
and myself remained on deck most of the 
night, and passed the island of Comoro 
about midnight. It is very high, and ve 
had seen the outline of it for some houra 
The next day was a Sunday, and a lovely 
morning it was ; the fine high land {Wording a 
most pleasing contrast to the uninteresting 
low, flat, miasmatic-looking coast of Africa; 
and having no sails set the men had the day 
to tibemgelveB. About 9 p.m., we fired a gun, 
and soon observed lights in the, direction of 
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the town of Johanna, the peak of which is 
5,900 feet high ; the anchorage ia bat a few 
hundred yards from the beach ia about ten 
fathoma water; but a quarter of a mile out- 
side this, there ia no bottom with 100 fath(HBs; 
and if one has not been there before, the ship 
appears to be running bang on shore. Just 
before we struck soundings, the masters of 
three Am^can whalers came alongside, 
having seen our lights, and very ciriUj put off' 
to offer assistance. They " guessed" we must 
have found it pretty considerably rugged out- 
side, as it bad been blowing strong for a wedc 
previous; but they calculated that we should 
now have a quiet spell ; and certainly a quiet 
night was most acceptable after the awfiil 
rolling we had experienced for some days. 

The neit day, at five in Uie morning, we 
got the boats loaded with casks, and com- 
meooed watering in a beautifully clear stream 
close ahead of the ship, nmning direct froiB 
the mountains; with our sm^ engine, we 
filled as fast we could hoist it on board. The 
island is one of the most striking and piets- 
reaque Uut can wdl be imf^ined. bein^ a eon- 
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staDt BUCGession of bigb and peaked monutaios 
and deep TallejB, ^e latter dothed -with ver- 
dote, vhibt the fonuer are cxovited irlth cocoa- 
Diit trees, vith their gracefullj curnng leavee 
relieTiog the outlines of the hUls, vhich are 
green to the very summita.* 

After breakfast, the oommaiider vaited on 
His Majesty Sultan Selim, vbo vlth all his 
suite came on board. Amongst them I ro- 
cogoized several old acquaintances, but I hare 
80 often described them before that I shall 
avoid repetitioiL The Saltan vas most 
anxious to see the machinery at work, and at 
30 minutes past II we weighed and stopped 
opposite the capital, Mountsanoada, where His 
Majesty disembarked. It is a re^ar Arab 
town, consisting of piles of Uack-looking 
houaea with narrow alleys instead of streets; 
dirty in the extreme, although the inhabitants 
are coDstaotiy in the hal»t <^ Tisiting all onr 
pQSsessifHis in India, Mauritias» and the O^te, 
and are extremely iood of dress, rigging them- 
sdves out in all kinds of gay a^nrs. 

On July 22nd, we were off Ospe Ambor, 
dw north »id of Mada^^fieu; but a strong 
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head-Tind and lee current obliged as to put 
oat the fires, to sare our fuel and put her 
under sail ; and for the next ten days ve had 
a most anxious time of it, taking -adrant^ of 
CTery luU or slant of wind to make our coal 
last \ia, for the south-east trade in these seas 
approaches a g^e, and knocks up a most a'wful 
sea, which brings np the engines all standing. 
HoweTcr, by constant attention and perseve- 
rance, making sail when we could, and getting 
every thing down when nnder steam, we 
managed to reach Port Louis on the 2nd of 
August, having been nnder steam twenty-five 
days in July alone; and the wood we took in 
being only equal to twenty-one tons of co^ we 
may consider that the old Thunderbolt did her 
work well, having had upwards of 4,000 miles 
to run, without taking into account all the 
deep bays we ran into along the coast, and 
760 miles of adverse current. Braides this, 
we had to work up against a strong and 
squally trade right in our teeth for 700 miles. 
The admiral had arrived in the President a 
week before os, and we were all rather disap- 
pointed at tbe expedition to Madagascar being 
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giren up. On the vhole, thoogh, I feel sure 
that it was the wisest course, as it would take 
a much more considerable force than we could 
hare sent there to have made a lasting impres- 
sionl For three weeks we had a constant 
succession of gaietj aod amusements, and 
although the prevailing complaint seemed to 
be a scarcity of proTisions and money, I never 
jet saw a place in which so constant a round 
of feasting, dancing, and late hours, is kept up. 
There is a verj good French opera, and the 
races which took place wlulst we were there 
caused considerable excitement and a large 
assemblage of people. 

But by far the most interesting and beauti-r 
fully got up affair was a fancy bazaar given by 
Lady Gomm : the proceeds are intended to be 
applied to the completing the tomb of au old 
French GoTcmor on the Champ de Mars. 
The largo quadrangle in front of Government 
House was arrayed as an immense tent, co- 
vered in and tastefully decorated with foreign 
ensigns, suits of armour, &c. : it was crowded 
with well-dressed people, and produced £8()0. 

I went to two or three of the sugar estatesi 
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aiui as it iraa during the harreet, had a &iat- 
ODS opportonity of rieving tbe whole process 
of sagar-makiDg. Their great drawback is 
want of labour which, when the/ can get it, is 
Tca^indiffereDt; atleastone-Uiird of the miser- 
aUe race that arrire from India being cob- 
staatlj in hospital, and eren for these there is 
SQch a competition that their wages are enorm- 
ous. Worse than all this, howerer, are the 
restrictions under which the pluiters snffer; 
for the apprentices being onlj bound for one 
year, their services finish just as they begin to 
know something and to be nseful. Machinery 
will, I dare saj, in time supersede a consider- 
able portion of tbe manual labour; but the 
|4aiiting, cleaning, and manuring the ground, 
and gatbering in the crops, will alwajs require 
a great number of hands, and almost all tlie 
estates are so inrolred that it takes more than 
half the profit to pay the annual interest of 
their debt to the mercbantB. 

We had a famous run of twdre days to tte 
Cape, arriving in. Simcm's Bay on Septembw 
3rd, and found a good opportunity of sendii^ 
oar letters home by the Saj^o and Beaist- 
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aoce. In the tatter, our new Command^-, 
Alexander Boyle, had arrired and took chsrg^, 
and on the 20th -we started for Algoa Bay 
vith Colonel Slade and five subattems for the 
frontier. We vere three days on the passage, 
having a south-easter- to steam against, and 
our engines were not poverM enoagh to force 
so large a vessel against a head sea, her speed 
being soon reduced to six and a half knots. 

At Algoa Bay we took on board forty 
trusses of hay from the OommisBariat, and 
started the same afternoon for an indeni in 
the land, (so called) Waterloo Bay, and fortu- 
nately arrived on the first day on which thare 
had been any communication with the shore 
for a month. So we succeeded in landing 
everything and in ^nbarking 160 of the 
Burgher force, who would othfflwise have 
had to walk some htiodreds of milee ; and a 
poor, miserable, half-starved, half-cladj < set oi 
wretches they were, several suflfiMfhig from 
typhus fever or ague bron^t od . by exposure 
and bad diet. 

My old mesemate, Charles Forsyth, who had 
the temporary berth oi Harbour Master tiia«, 
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and lias been mentioned in tlie GoTentor's 
despatches as baring done good serrioe on 
more than one occasion vben troops bad to 
cross the Fish Biver, came off to us and ac- 
companied tbe conunander on shore, where 
the Goremor, Sir Peregrine Maitland, vas 
encamped about three miles from the beach, 
having been obliged to fail back on tlte prori- 
sions which had been landed here at an im- 
mense risk and expense. The troops had suf- 
fered great priyations, not having been able to 
make any impression on their subtle enemy,' 
who, if he continue the same kind of harass- 
ing warfare, will not be conquered for years. 
The Governor was roughing it out in a anall 
tent with a common deal table and stool, and 
every body seemed astonished at a man of his 
great age being able to go through so much 
anxiety and fatigue and still appear as well as 
ever. 

The next day very heavy rollers set in and 
rendered it impossible to communicate with 
the shore, excepting by signal, and there being 
no prospect of a change for the better we 
started for Algoa Bay to await the arrival of 
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the Lieatenant-GoTernor, Colonel Hare, who 
had resigned, and vaa succeeded by Colonel 
Somerset. This daj was one of the most dis- 
agreeable and anxious I have ever experienced. 
There was a strong wind with heavy showers 
in the sqntdls, and a thick mist quite hid the 
land at times, although we were running close 
along it. The poor Burghers, who were in a 
most ragged condition and too numerous to 
stow below, looked the picture of misery and 
discomfort, sheltering themselves as well as 
they could under sheepskins and karosses. 
Towards the evening, as we approached the 
Bird Islands, we had to keep a constant and 
anxious look-out, and the ripple caused by the 
corrcnt and a heavy sea had frequently the 
appearance of breakers; and at last, when we 
did make these islands they were not more 
than a mile right a-head of us. However, we 
steamed up to the anchorage by half-past nine, 
and the following day being fine soon got the 
ship dry and comfortable, and set the poor 
Burghers on their legs again. 

On September 29th, Colonel and Mrs. Hare 
and a small suite embarked, and the next day 
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we landed twenty-eight of the Buigher force in 
Mossel Bay, vhere there is a small fishiog vil- 
lage miserably supplied with fiesh water, which 
is quite open to the south-east. The fiahennen 
here refused to land their returned comrades 
without being paid, which we all thought was 
rather a cool reception after all their fighting. 
On the momiug of the morrow, after TaJnly 
attempting to steam round the Agolhas against 
a strong wind and heary sea, we bore up, 
passing close to that dreaded point on which 
so many valuable lives and ships hare been 
lost. On the beach were the remains of the 
Gentoo, an American barque, and a brig which 
had been sent to take her cargo in after she 
was wrecked. We anchored in Struys Bay, 
just round the point, until the following morn- 
ing, and anchored in Simon's Bay the same 
evening, just before the Inflexible from England, 
which brought us late news and letters. 

The latter end of October we took in two 
seta of heavy mocdngs for Waterloo Bay, and 
went round to Table Bay, where we embarked 
700 bags of bread and grain, and fifteen 
vagg/soB. We then took the bajqae Sir 
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Edvanl Ryan in tow, full <^ mules; and, fol- 
lowing the plan we had before found so suo- 
ceaeful with the Kyle, took in her bower chain 
through our stem hawse^ole, and towed her 
without a jerk as far as Cape St. Francea, 
when a strong south-easter obliged us to cast 
her off, for we made but little headway, and 
she was rolling most fearfully without any 
Bail On the following day we arriyed in 
Algoa Bay in time to ride out a heavy gale, 
and see fire ressels driven on ^ore from tiieir 
anchors and totally wrecked; and it waa not 
for some days that the sea went down sa&- 
ciently to enable us to lasd the waggons; after 
which, taking a large surf-boat in tow, we 
started for Waterloo Bay, and arriving early 
in the morning, were fortunate enough to find 
a smooth beach, and to get rid of a great 
poiti<m of our bread and grain, besides laying 
down both mooring-anchors. 

The next morning, afiber getting rid of the 
i^naiuder of the gnun, we started to the 
northward to look for the Buffalo River, hav- 
ing on board as pilot an old shipmaster named 
f indlay, who had landed provisions there for 
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the troops during the last Kaffir Tar, and on 
biaking the land he recognized several head- 
lands n,ear the anchorage; hnt aa soon as the 
aun was high enough to get an obserration, we 
found that ire vere between twenty and thirty 
miles from the river called the Buffalo in Owen's 
chart. Howeyer, the old man was quite right 
in his recollections, and we found ourselves off 
a pretty-looking winding stream, just round 
Point Hood, and anchored in six fathoms, 
about three-quarter^ of a mile from the shore. 
The country about presented the appear- 
ance of the most beautiful park-land, dotted 
with clumps of trees ; and immense herds of 
cattle were quietly grazing on the brows and 
aides of the hillocks; and as we stood along shore 
we could see every here and there a few stray 
Kaffirs taking stealthy peeps at us, and almost 
immediately disappearing. Gradually they be- 
gan to asgemble in knots of twenty and thirty 
above where we were anchored, several with 
soldiers' coats, some with muskets; but the 
major part with speare only; and we could 
distinctly hear them hailing us, whilst they 
played all kinds of monkcy-tricka with their 
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anus. One of the paddle-box boats and the 
cattei-8 vere armed, and the commander and 
master sounded the entrance of the rirer, and 
found that the depth gradoally decreased to 
three fathoms. 

A cable's length from the shore, and at 
dead low water, there were five feet on the 
bar, with from eight to twelve feet just inside 
close to the left bank, where the landing is 
perfectly easy; and from the first we were 
convinced that this woold be one of the prin- 
cipal advanced posts when our operations 
extended into Kaffirl&nd. From the whole 
appearance of the country, and its being the 
only river we have seen on this coast where 
communication can be kept up without the 
aid of surf-boats, I should say it will one day 
become a valuable settlement. The anchorage, 
unlike that at "Waterloo Bay, is quite free 
from rocks, and fish is so plentiful that, in 
about an hour, enough was caught to supply 
the whole ship's company. 

Thick and rainy weather came on the fol- 
lowing day, and, when it cleared up, we found 
that the current had drifted us considerably 
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to the southward of Algoa Bay, where we 
tonched to send the reault of our aurrej to 
the QoTemor, and follj expected to hare many 
a trip to, and perhaps be the first to ^tablish, 
a post in so desirable a spot — Httle thinking, 
after all our narrow escapes on this danger- 
ous co3«t, and oar great good fortune and 
auccess in landing more prOTisiona and Btcrcs 
in one day than many merchant-ressels bad 
managed in months, that I sboold hare to 
relate the loss of the Thanderbolt. 

Before this, however, we had a great deal 
of cruising about between the different bays 
along the coast, carrying troops, arms, and 
stores o£ all descriptions for the force on tlie 
frontier, our boilers and engines nerer keeping 
ns back one hour when our serrices were re- 
quired, although they had been in constant 
wear for four years. Our last trip but (ate 
was in January, when we were sent to Algoa 
Bay for Sir Ferine Maitland, who had been 
recalled ; and after roanding Gape R>ecife in a 
heary westerly gale, we were, although under 
the lee of the Point, enjeloped in spray like a 
thick Bust; and it was with Uie greatest difficult 
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we could make out the headlands to steer by 
through this narrow passage. However, the 
next morning it moderated, and we steamed 
hack to Simon's Bay in forty-fiTe hours. 
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CHAPTER XI. 

oca SHIP STRt'CK ON A SDKKEN ItOCK.-'«BE 18 BUN ON 
THE BEACH. — CONSTRUCTION OF PUMPS. — 8TATB OF 
THE SHIP. — WE DI8CONTINCK PUHPINO. — ASSISTANCE 
OFFERED AND ACCEPTED. — WE GAIN SLOWLY ON THE 
LEAK. — MORE PUMPS WANTED. HOPES OF TO-MOR- 
ROW. — NO PROGRESS. — THE MEN DISHEARTENED. 

WORSE AND WUR8B. FARTHER EXERTIONS. MORE 

ASSISTANCE. — SHE BEOINB TO RIOHT. — THE PUMPS 
DAMAOED. THE WATER REDUCED, THK SHIP SUP- 
POSED TO BE SAVED. LABOUR IN TAIN. THE SHIP 

ABANDONED, — WE EMBARK IN THE EURTDICR.— HBAIL 
FOR ENGLAND IN THE HAZARD. — ST. HELENA. 

I NOW come to the most painful part of 
my narrative, — to. that cahtmitj vMch de- 
troyed our prospects, ruined our hopes, and 
lowered us from the height of joyful anticipa- 
tion, to the greatest depth of misery and ruin. 
Expecting our relief daily, we were, after 
being highly complimented on our order and 
dficiency, ordered to Algoa Bay, to emhark 
the 90th Regiment; and on the 3rd of Febru- 
ary, after a moat splendid run, we were ju3t 
rounding Cape Recife, and standing towards 
the anchorage, when, at 5 h. 4 m. P.M., we struck 
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heavjlj twice on 'a aunkcn rock, going at the 
time Bpvards of nine knots. The master was 
on the paddle-box, and the commander. Iiad 
not left it more than a minute, and vas on 
the quarter-deck giving me some directions 
relatire to the sails before getting into har- 
bour. We had a leadsman in each chains, 
and a man at the maathead, and erery usual 
and necessary precaution had been taken to 
prevent accident. 

As officer of the watch I had been par- 
ticularly attentiye to the conn under the 
direction of the commander and master, and 
■did not consider, from where I was standing, 
that we were rounding the breakers closer 
than usual; but from its being nearly high 
water, spring tides, with an unusuaUy smooth 
sea, they could not have extended nearly as 
far off shore as on previous occasions ; for as 
far as I could judge we were at least half 
a mile from them. 

The shock was severe and the vessel reeled, 
though not so much as to lead us to suppose 
that the injury was so very serious. We were 
sooD, however, painfully undeceived by the 
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first engineer's report thai the imter WM 
nishing into the eogine-room -with Uie gre&test 
fary. Ererj preparation iras inunediatdy 
made for the vorst, first bj taking the injec-' 
tion water &x)in the bilge; bot unfortunatdy 
the starboard injection cork having beeai 
damaged vhen ve struck the port, one only 
troold act With one vatch the pmnps were 
manned and all the buckets in the ship kept 
at yrork, ^rhilst the other watch tamed over 
the paddle-box boats, got the cattera ready 
for lowering, triced np the pinnace's purehase^ 
and sappUed each boat with Iresh water, the 
officers and men irom the comntander down^^ 
■waxAa working as coolly as if at exercise. 

All this time we were making t^e be^ of 
our way to the anchorage, the vaAer gainii^ 
ra^adly on ns and oar speed fast diminishing; 
and the water in the ei^ine-room was getting 
so hot that the men could scarcely at^id in it 
to feed the firea. The ensi^ was hoisted 
union down, and guns were fired at intervals, 
whidi, about 6h. 30m. f.h^ brought the pent- 
captain, Lieutenant Juneson, alongside, and tbe 
commander immediately determined to ma 
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the ship on shore as the oaly meami of pre- 
renting her from going dovn in deep vater. 
Indeed, in ten minutes more the fires would 
hare been put out, as those in the wing were 
alreadj eztingui^ed; so at 6L 41m. the poor 
old Thunderbolt was run oa the beach not far 
from the spot where we had seen so many 
ot^rs not long b^(H% laxjoght to an untimely 
end. 

The pinnace was hoisted oat and the stream 
anchor got into her and laid down astern; the 
best bower uichor and cable were then warped 
out by it and hove well taut, whikt a kedge 
was sent above high water mark and a scTen- 
inch hawser laid out to it from the ship. At 
midni^t the water was level with the steerage 
deck and still rieing; but thinking we might 
take a few hours' rest, a watch was set and 
tbe bands piped down. By one o'clock, al- 
most all hands had got soundly asleep after 
Uieir great fatigiie, but by two tbe water had 
readied the cabin deck^ and the gunner, who 
had been left in charge of the watch, was ob- 
liged to call U5 up. 

An ind^Ksribable scene mooediat^y ensaed* 
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each person getting his dothes, kc, on deck, 
where they were heaped together in one con- 
fneed mass, most of them heing veil saturated 
before thej could be rescued; and by four the 
tables in the cabin and gun>room 'were afloat, 
and we could save nothing more. At day- 
light the smf-boats landed the ship-company's 
hammoclu and bags, and afterwards the officers* 
traps, which were placed in the commiBsariat 
yard and covered temporarily with sails. At 
high water we found seventeen feet water 
under the stem, and at low water, twelve, the 
tide ebbing and flowing inside the ship. During 
the day, Lieutenant Campbell superintended 
rigging tents on the beach, whilst on board we 
got the derrick rigged for getting out the 
guns; unbent the sails, and landed all the 
stores we could get at. 

At 5 P.M. we left the ship for the nighty 
it not being deemed safe to remain on board, 
and took up our abode in the tents; and a 
pitiful and heartrending sight indeed was it, 
to look upon our beautifid craft which it had 
been our pride to devote our whole time to, 
and feel that probably all our labour had been 
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in Tain; and many an eye was dim and voice 
broken that in the hour of danger bad re- 
mained unaltered and steady. But ve did 
not give ouraelres much time to indulge in 
vain and useless regrets, for on the 5th every 
thing that ingenuity could suggest and zeal 
carry cat was commenced in good earnest. 

Mr. Langley, the first engineer, with his 
brother officers and all the artificers, under- 
took the construction of large and powerful 
pumps on shore, whilst on board we prepavetl 
to take the guns into deep water, by lashing two 
surf-boats together with three spars and round ' 
about lashings well frapped together ; and 
buoying them with lengths of 9-inch hawser, 
to which were attached large water-breakers, 
and these were again buoyed with length* of 
spar in the event of their sinking. The 
breechinga answered for slinga to hoist them 
out, and the sea-gripes for slinging them 
between and outside the boata; and in .this 
manner, after a great deal of anxiety and con- 
siderable difficulty from a heavy gi-Ound swell, 
we managed to take out at one time thetv^ 
10-inch and two S-inch guns and drop them 
o3 
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without cutting a rope jam in fire and a half 
fethoms' water. 

The ship to-day appeared to be resting on 
her centre, and to be mncK strained : one of 
the deck planks v&s broken, and the frame- 
irork of the engine -w&s cracked She had 
also settled down eix inches more by the stem. 
We continued to get out the stores, diving to 
dear the sail bins, and starting OTerboard as 
many coals as possible from the starboard 
borers, as she had a, list to starboard whidi 
■WM ha* wounded side; and ve did not land 
until seren, the men haying worked ,like 



Gta the 6th we stili had fine weather and 
hc^ed for the best, placing and fitting fire large 
pomps. Ilieir dimensiowi were nine and a 
half inches square in the dmr, with a nominal 
atrolke of nine inches, but on trying them we 
found that they would not work up to racoG 
tban BOTen inches, making forty-two strcAes in 
a ninute, and throwing an immenae body <^ 
water. The only wood that could be c^Aained 
in ttm place to make these pumps was 3-inch 
fir plank, on© foot wide, wliieh we were 6b- 
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liged to BMW into one and a balf iuch^ as, had 
Tc kept it the wh<^e thickness, the hwe would 
bare been so mack reduced that they would 
hare thrown a very iaconsideraWe body of 
water. A party was emj^yed thrumming a 
aail, «,nd in the alitemoon si^tymeu of the 90th 
Begimjent came off to assist in trying the pomps, 
wlach we found made no impreseion on the 
watCT; so we fitted three moi^ and at lib. 
SOm. P.H., commenoed puiiq)ing and baling 
i^sin, and pusing the coaJs from the starboard 
side to the port. 

We perseTcred uxtil 3 a.m. of the 7th, when 
we found the water gaining on us, and disctHt- 
tiuKd, landing the troths as soon as possible ; 
and EJrartly after fire, the ra|>id approach of a 
strong HDoth-eaeter, with a heavy swell, obliged 
us to land and take all l^e boats on shore. 
Althom^ Sunday, the engineetrs, artificers, aod 
four c^ the 90th, continaed hafd at wOTk cim~ 
rtnutiBg pmnpa, bat &e strmg wind threw h 
a nasty sea whicib made a cinn^ete bread 
erar the jwor deTOted TeaseL Hower^, oB Hii 
9& it moderated, and we managed to get oi 
biaed, and firasd nueh iaea serioos da^a^ 
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done than we had anticipated, aa she did not 
appear to have strained much, although all the 
at«ni bulv&rka vere washed avay and the 
deadlights stove in. By means of a hauling 
line, Tc sent on shore all our spars and rope 
not likely to be vanted, and got a great 
quantity of coals out of the starboard bun- 
kora, whilst the stokers were taking off the 
paddle boards; and during the afternoon we 
were much pleased at finding that we ooold 
turn the wheels with tackles, which proTed 
that the engines would still work ; and in the 
evening we landed, and found several more 
pumps ready. 

On the 9th we got off in our own boats f^ld 
fitted seven additional pumps, the artificers 
still making spare gear for them on shore. In 
the afternoon, eighty men of the 90th R^- 
ment came on board; but, as we had expected 
two hundred, we were obliged to accept the 
offer of Captain Hogg, who commanded a large 
body of Hottentot Burghers and brought off 
one hundred of them. At 3 p.m., our prepa- 
rations being complete, we commenced pump- 
ing with tvelve pumps constructed on shore. 
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aud our own two, whilst parties baled at each 
hatchway. At first we gained rapidly on the 
leak, but by midnight the pumps began to 
break down; and though the engineers and 
carpenters were indefatigable in replacing and 
repairing the boxes and stopping the leaks, we 
soon saw it was a hopeless case, although we 
put a good face on it, and cheered up the men, 
who were getting dreadfully fagged and dis- 
heartened. 

On the morning of the 10th we still perse- 
vered; but found, as the water got lower, the 
pumps would not keep tight, notwithstanding 
all our woulding, double nailing, and stopping 
erery crack with white lead; still they threw a 
good stream of water, and we managed to gain 
slowly on the leak, whilst by clearing the star- 
board coid boxes, we gave her a list to port, 
and the water did not appear to rush in so 
rapidly, which made us fancy that the thrum- 
med sail and swabs had been sucked in. 

At daylight we got fifty seamen from the 
merchant-vessels ; but our old enemy the 
south-easter setting in strong, we were obhged 
to land the soldiers and burghers before the 
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Stiff rose too high, and at 10 a.h. left the ^p 
once more, with all tJie boats; and in the 
afternoon the sea once more swept her decks. 
'Gts artificers still continued to make more 
pumps, and had t^e Eiuydice uid President 
made even an arera^ passage from the Cape, 
aud arrived at this time, I feel confi^nt ve 
shottld hare saved her, aa the bulkheads wetre 
8^ perfect, and no dirt had been washed into 
the bridge, which will be seen hereafter was 
the ultimate cause of our being obliged to 
abandon her. 

On the 11th it fell calm, and on going on 
board we found that the ship took the ^ousd 
m<»e, and fore and aft, and to lie much easier; 
l^e creaking of the beams above the bcHlers 
had ceased, and the planks that had bei^ 
l^oken had sprung back into their places. On 
brying the pumps we gained four and a half 
ifidhes in eleven minates, but knew that it 
would be useless to nuike anj att^ipt without 
wxaj morei, whidi the artifica^ worked away 
^ with a right good will, whilst the rest of the 
du^'s company airad and stowed away iJas 
iimifw, ckaaed the fama, Sec. Bj this time oar 
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grmt ezertkms and frequent disappointments 
had become qnite the theme of conTersation 
on ^ore ; and although for the most part they 
looked upon it as a hopeless task, we met with 
erery assistance, and knowing what perserer- 
ance wilt sometimes accompli^ we were 
detennined to prove that En^h seamen are 
not easily beaten. 

On the 12th we pnt strong parties on the 
pomps, wonlding and strengtiiening them in 
etery possible way, and in the afternoon, by 
nuans of one of oar own paddle^z boats, on 
a Burf line, we mui^d to get off eox more 
pomps, and at six I took all hands on board, 
ready to commence pumping in the morning. 
Wrapping ourselTOB up in sails on deck, we 
endeavoured to buoy up our i^irits with tiie 
anticipation of success on ihe morrow. 

On the 1 3th, at daylight, two hnndred of tiw 
90th Regiment came on board, and at ei^t wb 
oommaiced pumping with eighteen pumps, 
made on ^ore, our own two, and parties bali^ 
wbererer there was room, and dtiriDg the first 
btmr we gained two feet seres uid a half 
incbm; bol, m the pTeesBi<e on the pranpg 
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iDcreascd, cveiy little \&ak admitted air, and 
daring the sixth hour ve only gained six 
inches. At Ih. SOm. p.m. the ship was alive 
fore aud aft, and remained so for three hours, 
bumping heavily until the tide fell; and a& 
6 P.M. we were enabled to light the fires in 
the Btai-board foremost boiler, and at nine the 
steam was up, and we got about twenty revo- 
lutions at intervals; but the steam from the 
one boiler was soon worked out, and the ship 
having a list to port, we could never get the 
water low enough to light the port fires. 
Hour after hour did we watch with intense 
anxiety a mark we had in the engine-room, 
but there stuck the water, sometimes half an 
inch above and then the same below. The 
night was pitch dark, the men dreadfully 
fagged, and a very small proportion of the 
pumps delivering their water. However, we 
worked away at the coals, and about eleven 
the captain of the hold told me that he heard 
the water rushing in just before the en^e- 
room bulkhead, in the wing; so I immediately 
crept in over the tanks and saw a strong 
stream, which I reported to the commander. 
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■who for houra indefatigably euperintendeti 
remoTing the tanks and clearing away over 
the leak, which extended much farther ad ; 
for, after forciog in numhers of bread-bags, 
wedges, and ehoring out the broken timbers, 
the water increased on us as much as ever; 
and we used the utmost exertion to get a few 
of the broken-down pumps into repair. 

On the 14th we still continued pumping 
and baling, keeping the men at the pumpa with 
great difficulty, for they appeared quite w{jm 
out and disheartened at seeing that their labour 
was in Tain ; and, as a last resource, Mr. 
Langley disconnected the starboard engine, 
trusting that we should hare steam enough 
with one boiler to work the other; but before 
it could be completed, the water got up to the 
fires, and extinguished them as well as all 
our hopes (for that trial at least), and at 3 
A.M. we discontinued work, after nineteen 
hours' incessant labour. 

At daylight, the approach of a south-easter 
obliged us to leave the ship, and, notwith~ 
standing our failure, we should still have suc- 
ceeded in the end, had not the elements been 
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ij^aiost Qs; for ve had found eighteen feeti of 
the leak, cleared ava; the coals {rom it, and 
found the machinerj uniDJured. 

On the 15th uid 16th, matters began to 
look rerj soioos, and the heavj sea that had 
set in was tu«aking furiouslj over the shq>, 
which had shifted her position, presenting her 
quarter to the sea. The beach for miles was 
strewn with wreck, and the men were divided 
into parties, to save all we could in the shape 
rf ladders, gratings, and paddle-boards. We 
eotdd see from the shore that the port paddle- 
box was washed away, the pumps thrown out 
of their places, and almost erery thing thM 
we had based our hopes on, destroyed. How- 
ever, we set extra parties to work on more 
pumps, and were &r from d^airing of ulti- 
mate success. 

On the 17th, we mauaged to grt on boaid, 
and a scene of destruction presented itself 
which we shall none of us easily forget. In 
iht first place, she had setUed so deep in the 
saud that the water was three feet deeper 
iosde than out, and at low water the port 
gHBwaie was level witJb the water's «d^; 
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tJie bdwwks, and everything comiected witii 
the port paddle-box had been washed away; 
ererj bulkhead, fore and aft, was floating about 
below, leavLDg a clear run for the sea fore and 
»A, which blew out the fore-scuttle during the 
gale as high as the fore-top. The after-part 
of the upper deck had all started, and several 
of the planks had been blown up and floated 
away; the casing of the funnel had disapr 
peared, and all the pumps were much 
wounded, and many of them destroyed. At 
the first gloDfXi almost all hopes of saving 
the ship had fled. However, 'the commander 
consulted with the master, Mr. Langley, and 
myself, and we all agreed that our best plan 
would be to land and repair the pumps, pre- 
pare and ^g a number of casks to assist ia 
rioting her, get as mudi weight out as pos~ 
siHe, and wait the arrival of the men-of-war. 

Fortunately some planks which we had bent 
OT^ the stem had withstood the sea, and the 
hidl of the diip was not apparentiy strained; 
so we ^ain set to wn-k, took out the sheef- 
anehor and let it go by the guns, landed the 
pnnps, ^reed witit a cooper for a hundred 
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casks, tad in the excitement of preparation, 
forgot all our disappointments and misfortunes. 

On the 18th vre commenced early at the 
pumps, and a party on board vas employed 
clearing the wreck, and saying what stores had 
been left by the gale ; but at high water the 
deck was covered, and we were obhged to land, 
as the sea swept her fore and aft. In thd 
afternoon we commenced slinging the water- 
casks, and the Eurydice made her appearance, 
which cheered us up considerably. 

On the 19th the President hove in sight, and 
having the assistance of the artificers and men 
of the Eurydice, our work became lighter and 
less tiresome; for one and all of her officers 
devoted themselves entirely to our service, and 
were just as anxious as ourselves. In the night 
the commander with myself and all hands, 
assisted by a party from the Eurydice, got 
several casks into the port paddle-wheel and 
turned it with tackles; but there was a nasty 
swell on, and the great number of holes in the 
deck make it a very difficult and dangerous 
task, so that the water rose and drove us oat 
of the ship before we had got hiUf as many 
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as 76 had hoped in a positloa to huoy her 
up. 

At 2h. 30iu. A.H. of the 20th ve landed, 
retitruing at uiue to make our preparations for 
a last attempt at pumping her out at low 
water, battening down the hatchways, stopping 
the holes in the deck with paddle board and 
mess tables, and frapping and battening a 
tlirunimed sail over the stem, strong parties 
from both ships assisting us. By noon our 
preparations were complete, and we had rigged 
twenty-three pumps made on shore, four from 
^mon's Bay, and our own two. The after- 
part of the port gunwale was two feet under 
water, and the wash of the swell came up to 
the combings of the hatchways ; every seam in 
the deck leaked, and the sail kept the water 
but Yery partially from running freely into the 
stern windows. However, we were cheered 
up by finding that the immense body "of water 
we threw out of her soon made a sensible im- 
pression, and in a very short time she began to 
right, assisted as she was by a great number of 
casks, which we continued to rouse under the 
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j^MUBOii. Our force vas divided into two parties 
of three hundred men each, relieving each other 
at intemda of from four to six hoars, and 
Taking in three speUs of twelve miinQt^ 
each. 

Daring the afternoon we procnred several 
iron pumps from the shore to sapplj the placea 
of the broken-down ones; for aotwithstanding 
all our care and precaution, the pumps made 
on shore were not strong enough. Still we in- 
creased rapidly on the leak, and at 7h. 30m. p.h. 
it was high water and she bumped heavily for 
two houra, but apparentlj without straining. 
At midnight we gained very slowly indeed, and 
during the darkness of the night, it was impos- 
sible to repjur the damaged pumps. Howeyer 
we hoped to make a freah start at daylight, 
and the officers of both ships never flagged for 
one instant, keeping the time and arranging 
the speUs with the greatest regularity, whilst 
the men toUed away wi^out a murmur. Oar 
imxiety was, however, increased by the ap- 
proach c^ oar dr^ded enemy, a southedy 
wind with its accranpaaying heavy swell. 
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Daring the middle watch of the 2l&t ire 
jast held way -with the leak, and at fiw I 
took one watch of our own men on shore to 
breakfast, for thej had not been relieved from 
the first; and after snatching two hours' rest 
we again retnmed, taking with us two mure 
iron pumps which we had raised out of wells, 
th^ owners wiUinglj lending them. 'Site 
commander then went on shore with the other 
watch, and we began to giun on the leak ag»ii, 
, our extra piunps doing good sCTrice, and day- 
light enabling the artificers to repair the dam- 
aged ones. At 11 a.m. the master of tiie 
fWydice (Rodgere) succeeded in getting onr 
main-topsail under the bottom, after which we 
reduced the water so rapidly that by noon the 
fires in the starboard foremost boiler were 
lighted. In the course of the afternoon the 
Bnrydice's lower studding-sail was got round 
over the main-topsail, and a large party kept 
continually working away at the coals and 
laying bare the leak. By 4 the steam was up, 
and at 4h. 50m. we started the port-engine, 
which would only work at interrals with iht 
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one boiler ; and the port foremost one being 
damaged it vas some time before ve could 
light the fires in the after one. By six, how- 
ever, the engine worked continuously and 
reduced the water rapidly, the plates in the 
engine-room beginning to show themselves. 

I now considered that the ship was saved, 
and so did the commander, as she was afloat 
fore and afl bumping only occasionally, and 
had moved a considerable distance oat of the 
bed she had made for herself I was accord- 
ingly ordered to lash the purchase. I sent to 
the President for anchors and hawsers, and 
merely waited for the opinions of the captains 
and practical men to haul her into deep water. 
Captain Stanley, Captain Anson, Commander 
Boyle, and the carpenters of the three ships, 
now examiued the leak most carefully, as far 
as it could be seen, and it was found to be so 
extensive that the carpenters declared that, if 
even what we had discovered was the extent 
of the injuiy, they coidd not make her sear 
worthy for a voyage to Simon's Bay. It was 
also considered unsafe to haul her into deep 
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water unleBS the engiueM* could guarantee to 
keep her free with the engine, as the pumpa 
had done their votk, having been merely con- 
atracted to reduce the water below the fires ; 
and on consalting Mx. Langlej, it was found 
Uiat the engine was not taking the iujectioa 
water as it onght, a circamstance supposed to 
arise from some tow having been sucked into 
tiie jet pipe inside the condenser. To have 
remedied this the steam must hare been shut 
off for at least two hours, and even then the 
want of. tools wd materials would have made 
it a very doubtful job. 

This, however, might all have been Qver- 
come, had not the rapid approaoh of a south- 
easter rendered it unsafe for the men to 
remain on hoard all nightt so that after pmnpr 
uig her out all but dry from the beams of the 
vppet deck. Bud floating her under the most 
ixyiag disadvantages, "ve ,were obliged to 
jaJbandon her and allow her to si^k again. At 
seven the engine was stopp^ and the men 
returned to. their ships with great difficulty, as 
the sea was fast getting .up, go much, sq, in- 
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deed, that several broke into our boat as we 
lauded. During the afternoon the beach had 
been Uned with all the inhabitants of Port 
JEilizabeth, who, seeing the ship afloat and the 
engine at work, thought, like ouraelTes, that 
we had sared her ; and their disappointment 
in the morning at finding that we had given 
her up was second onlj to our own. 

Thus ended all our hopes, which had en- 
abled us to work incessantly for three weeks 
against the iurious attacks of the elements 
with almost unheard-of success, inasmuch as 
we actually pumped our ship out dry, and 
floated her ; and had not a snudl pipe been 
choked, by an accident against which every 
precaution had been taken, until the sea swept 
every obstacle before, fore and aft, H.M.S.S. 
Thunderbolt would have still been on the navy 
list, an evidence of what ingenuity and per- 
severance can accomplish; for I have no hesi- 
tation in saying that no man-of-war ever had 
a better, steadier, or a more well-ordered crew, 
or a commander who devoted himself more to 
his ship and the service. Indeed, his decisive 
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and cool condoct throughout, and total dis- 
regard of self, won golden opinions from all 
■who witnessed them; and Captain Stanley 
told me, whilst we were all standing orer the 
leak in the coal bunker, that our exertions had 
been almost incredible, and not to be con- 
ceived excepting by an eye witness, and that, 
whatever was the result, we should at least 
have the satisfaction of feeling that we had 
done our duties faithfully and zealously. 

The following is a calculation of the quan- 
tity of water thrown by the different pumps : 

First 23 square pumps, 9^ inches in the 
clear with a stroke of 7 inches, and working 
40 strokes in a minute, threw in one hour 562 
tons. 

Four ships' pumps of 6 inches diameter and 
7-inch stroke, threw in one hour 3^4 tons. 

Two Downstones and two Erles, 43| tons 
nearly in one hour; making a total of 644 
tons an hour. 

This average was kept up, by baling and 
the constant supply of iron and other small 
pumps from the shore. 

P 2 
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I hare allowed 277 cubic inches to a galloD, 
and 224 g^ons to & Mn-. 

During the two foUowidg days we were 
unable to communicate with the wreck Cff the 
frigates, but we i»uld obsenre the President 
getting in our guns and andiorB, whkh they 
found in as godd order as when we let theoi 
go. On the 24tii we were eitabled to get on 
board, and parties of artificors were eniployed 
in saving anything of ralue IksA could he got 
at; and in the evening the President soiled for 
Simon's Bay with the head-quarters of the 
90th R^thent, taking oor sick and the cotters. 

Ota the 25th, we unri^d the lower masts, 
got the bowsprit oa^ uid in the afternoon 
embarked on board the Eurydice/the soldiers 
striking and clearing away the tents ; and on 
the following day the approach of a south- 
easter determined Oaptain Anson to daH, as at 
least three days must elapse before we could 
have again communicated with the wre<^; 
and by the indefatigable exertions of Mr. 
Hamilton, oor purser, whose activity had been 
invaluable to us during our severe trials, the 
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bills were all settled in a few hours, and vith 
achiDg hearts ve quitted our poor old Thun- 
derbolt at 4 P.M., ^th her lower masts stand- 
ing, ULd two anchors oat astern. 

Nothing could exceed the kindness and con- 
sideration we met with from the officers of the 
Eurydioe, who had &om the first made our 
misfortune tiieir own ; and after a beautiful 
PUQ we ^rived' at Simon's Bay on March. 2nd, 
v/ith TBithsr difi^rwt feelings from those we 
usually experienced when taking in the moor- 
ings in our own rakish^ookiog' steams. 

We found the Hazard and Wolrerioe here 
on their way from China to England, and 
leafnt that we were to be divided between the 
two T^sels and sail on the 7th, which was 
rather short notice. Anything, however, was 
better than fodng kept in a horrid state of 
suspense, and the prospect of so soon getting 
to England, made us forget eyeiy inconre- 
nience. 

The admiral gave the conunander the 
greatest credit for our exertions; and he, in 
common with all the inhabitants of the colony, 



i-vGoo»^lc 



318 ST. HELENA. 

looked upon our disaater as the loss of an old 
friend. 

On Sunday, March 7th ve made sail for old 
England in the Hazard, the Wolrerine having 
started the day before with one-half of our 
officers and men ; and we could not help con- 
trasting our present circumstances with what 
thej might hare been in our own beautiful 
steamer, instead of crowding up the oflScers 
of a small ship, who had barely room for their 
own things. Indeed, at first it seemed next 
to impossible that one-half of what we had 
saved could he got below. Howeyer, affairs 
soon began to assume a better aspect, and the 
kindness of our new messmates made us feel 
ourselves at home and comparatively comfort- 
able. Fine fair winds took us to St. Helena 
in nine -days and a half, the Hazard and Wol- 
verine anchoring within an hour of each 
other. 

The next day we got news from Elngland 
by the Pekin, only twenty-three days on her 
passage, and I met on board her Colonel 
Mitchell, who was on his return to the Cape 
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with authority to commence a lighthouse forth- 
with on Cape Agulhaa, and I understood on 
Cape Recife also, both of which wonld save 
double their cost yeariy in property, and much 
more in valuable lives. 
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